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Payout to retiring teachers forces board to use reserve funds

Continued from pg. 1

Papke said the cost to the board of pay-
ing retirement gratuities, at a time when
teachers are leaving in large numbers in
Halton and the province, is creating a seri-
ous short-term fiscal crisis.

[f the provincial government doesn’t
step in with special funds for the issue,
Papke said the board may have to take
drastic measures with its next budget.

“That’s why you set aside (money) for
arainy day— and it’s raining,” he said.

Papke refuses to call the 2000-01 fund-
ing shortfall a deficit, but says one is
looming.

That could have dire implications for
current and future budgets, said the
director.

“The government did not rec-
ognize the retirement gratuities &
in terms of the funding model; in [FE.e
grants they fund us for actual -
(teacher) experience. ;

“We're going to look for it,”
Papke said of additional govern-
ment funding related to retire-
ment gratuities, which the
province provided one-time to
Halton— $2.3 million in 1998.

“If we don't get it this year, we'll have
to look to cut elsewhere” in the budget,
he said, without specifying.

All indications are that will be the case
unless the government steps in, said
Papke, noting he expects the retirement
gratuities deficit in this year’s budget to at
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least match the shortfall from last
year, which was around $2.9 mil-
lion, including benefits.

The full retirement gratuity cost
is currently around $6 million
annually.

Prior to 1998, Papke said school
boards were able to keep the dif-
ference between retiring and new
teachers’ salaries and that paid
for the former’s owed gratuities.

“That’s $6 million that we don’t have
(anymﬂre) but we still have the liability.
The ministry is aware of it; all boards are
in this position,” said Papke.

The general rule of thumb, said Papke,
is that a retiring teacher will be making
about $60,000 while an entry-level
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replacement gets around $30,000.

The Halton board does not pay retire-
ment gratuities to its elementary teachers
anymore, following last year’s contract
settlement. Instead, it makes an RRSP
contribution to the teacher.

“It will have significant savings for the
board but not for about 20-25 years,” he
said.

The board has many veteran teachers,
said Papke, and with the frosty relations
between their unions and the province he
doesn’t see many sticking around.

“We are facing a very severe teacher
shortage. I've heard (recent) statistics like
6,500 applications (for teachers’ college)
but more than 6,500 are retiring.”

—By Tim Whitnell, special
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Fresh Water & Salt Water Specialists

Come see our Christmas specials on our
aquariums. We've got gift certificates.

\ 130 Guelph St., Unit #1
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IT"S WORTH THE DRIVE

You may forget where the fuel goes.

1 9983 AF AR s
853-1280

GAMBLING
PROBLEM?

If you or someone you know needs help with a gambling

Along with improvements in diesel science that include
quieter engines and more power, Yolkswagen's advanced
TDI engine can cover more than 1,000 kilometres™ ot
highway on a single tank of fuel. (Which, incidentally,

is accessed just by the right rear wheel arch.)

problem, please call the Ontario Problem Gambling Helpline

TDI L/100 km

5.6|4.4

Highway

TDI MPG

50 | 64

Highway

at 1-888-230-3505, or in your community:

ADAPT
Alcohol, Drug & Gambling
Assessment Prevention & Treatment Services

Burlington 905-639-6537
Halton Hills 905-873-2993
Milton 905-693-4250

Oakville 905-847-6547 |
All services are free and confidential
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Georgetown
Volkswagen

199 Guelph Street, 905-877-5285

Drivers wanted. (\\-4

Mon - Thurs 9:00 am - 8:30 pm; Fri 92:00 am - 6:00 pm; Sat 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

*Informed consumers always read the fine print. Fuel economy rotings for the Jetta TDI, New Beetle TDI and Golt TDI with 5 speed monual transmissions from the EnerGuide 2002 Fuel
Consumption Guide produced by Natural Resources Conada. Estimated highway ronge of greater than 1,000 kilometres based on a 54.9 litre fuel tank capacity. Actual mileage may vary.




