eading up to November 11, I'm usually
on the lookout for a story to remind us
of the importance of remembering.

A few weeks ago, my longtime friend and
war veteran Shell Lawr dropped by the office to
suggest a Remembrance Day story idea.

“Did you ever consider doing a story on Red
Asseltine and what he did during the war?”
Shell asked. “It’s one helluva story.”

“Red Asseltine was a war hero?” I asked
incredulously, “What exactly did he do?”

Shell explained that he didn’t have all the
details, but he suggested I could talk to his regi-
ment’s commanding officer, since he lives in
Toronto. He offered to get the name and address.

For those who never knew Walter “Red”
Asseltine, my contact with him was when he
was the dispatcher with Halton Hills Fire
Department. Many was the time I heard his calm
deep voice on my scanner in the wee hours as he
sent firefighters to another call.

[ liked Red, and enjoyed his relaxed manner
as he relayed messages over the radio. I did
know he was a veteran, but only because I'd
seen him at the Cenotaph on Remembrance Day.

At age 81, Red Asseltine died last September.

“He’d never allow the story to be told when
he was alive,” said Shell, “Hell, he wouldn’t
even talk about it. I was his friend and he would-
n't tell me. I just know he was quite a hero.”
| After requesting Shell clear it with Red’s fam-

ily, I set out on my quest to learn what Cpl.
Walter “Red” Asseltine actually did in Europe.

An interview with Hon. Lt. Col. Paul La
Prairie in Toronto was my first step. A Saturday
afternoon listening to dates, locations and remi-
nisces of Red’s heroic act set the stage.

As a member of the carrier platoon of the
Irish Regiment of Canada, Asseltine led an attack
against 300 enemy soldiers in the Dutch town of
Otterloo. Armed with a flame thrower and Bren
gun, against incredible odds, he was responsible

A sombre salute to a reluctant hero
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for clearing a section that changed the strategic
picture of the town. The enemy retreated.

With 70 dead German soldiers in his wake,
Asseltine was a changed man. He received the
Distinguished Conduct Medal for his actions—
actions that probably saved more of his own
Regiment than he was willing to accept.

T'wo interviews with his kids, and sifting
through old Regimental records of the event
rounded out my research. The story appears in
today’s Remembrance Day special section.

The most significant fact was Red’s attitude.
He felt he wasn't a hero, simply a soldier taking
orders and responding to his country’s need.

[ think a hero is an ordinary person who does
extraordinary things, in the face of impossible
odds— with no concern for his own personal
well-being. After all the data I've waded through
this week, I've come to one definite conclusion:

Red Asseltine was indeed a true hero, a per-
son who accomplished great things, against
incredible odds, without demanding, or even lik-
ing, the attention he received. Perhaps a reluc-
tant hero, but a hero, nonetheless. The world is
full of Red Asseltines. Each has a story to be told,
each has had a cross to bear as a result.

And each must be remembered.

[ salute Red Asseltine, and offer my sincere
thanks to his kids for allowing the story be told.

[ think we're all much richer for it.
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Did you know that electric water heaters can be much less expensive than gas water heaters?

MUSIC LESSONS

INSTRUMENTS & ACCESSORIES
FEATURING THESE FINE BRAND NAMES

Ibanez YAMAHA
=Roland’ DED55®

L!N%

AMps, pods & modulators

360 Guelph St.,
905 873-8478

www.pineconemusic.com

Unit 40, Georgetown
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Get the look & comfort

you want NOW

Installed in 1 day.

Runs for as
| little ¢
12¢ an
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*Peak Performance
2-Stage Furnace

(del 1) UM0338A039) 1§ Yd[ans) QI
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*Wood, propane _
Don't pay

or gas |
*Up to 86% until 95% Efficient.
Efficiency Feb. 2002 *Compact height.

eLimited Lifetime
Warranty on
heat exchanger

0.A.C. U.E.
Financing

*Limited Life
time Warranty
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0668-L18 SINILSAS A831ddV

Call today for
your FREE
in-home
estimate
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Hours: Monday -
Friday 9-5;
Saturday 11-4;
Closed Sunday
Appointments
available after
hours upon
request

www applehysystems on. I:E
Questions - email us at appleby @aztec-net.com

Halton Is Prepared

Planning for unforeseen emergencies to safeguard our community is a
basic responsibility of Halton Region. Learn about the resources,
partnerships and protocols your Regional government has put in place.
This educational forum promises to answer your questions about
emergency preparedness.

DATE: Wednesday, November 21°
TIME: 7 pm-10 pm
PLACE: -Halton Regional Headquarters,

Council Chambers
1157 Bronte Road
Oakville, ON.
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Electric with

Pipe Insulation &

Convenonal O 3059 i lton Region Police Chief, Joyce Savoline, Chairman, Halton Regi
Conventional  30.88lkre "go6 sizs $721 Join Ean Algar, Halton Region Police Chief, Joyce Savoline, Chairman, Halton Region,
S, Ao R e ik o o S Brent Marshall, Chlef Admlimstratwe Officer, Halton Regmn and guests Wayne Gould,
o BN e S Soe = F Emergency Planning Coordinator, Dr. Bob Nosal, Medical Officer of Health,

Matural Gas

Jim King, Director, Ambulance Services and Steve Thurlow, Chief, Burlington Fire
Department for a panel discussion.

Updatad Feb. 5, 2001 Courtesy of Ontario Hydro Energy Inc. at www.onsource.ca Based on Hot Water Use of 200 Iitres/day

Electric Water Heaters offer the following benefits:

A Public Information Session On
Halton Region's Emergency Planning

Low Monthly Rental Rates
Free Installation
No Up Front Capital Costs

No flames nor combustion processes. No need for an adequate supply of combustion air, special
venting nor concerns about carbon monoxide.

Available in 40 Gallon and 60 Gallon Units at

~Halton Hills Energy Services Inc~
An affiliate of Halton Hills Hydro Inc
: 43 Alice St., Acton Ont.
Tel (519) 853-3700

1151 Bronte Road Oakville Ontario L6M 3L1
905-825-6000 Toll Free: 1-866-4HALTON (1-866-442-5866)

www.region.halton.on.ca




