Page 10 Acton/Georgetown - Friday, October 19, 2001

‘Go for a
spin, guv?’

London “bobbies” Rop-
er Galloway, left, and
John Tatham were
among the many British
car enthusiasts who
took part in the fourth
annual British Car Run
which started at Miller’s
Scottish Bakery on
Guelph Street Sunday.

Photo by Christine Smyth

Confiscated bomb detonated in Limehouse

A homemade bomb seized by Halton
Police in Oakville Thursday was detonated
in a Limehouse quarry later that day.

A Scarborough man was charged with
possession of an explosive substance after a
Molotov cocktail device was seized during
the search of a car stopped on Lakeshore Rd.
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near Bronte Rd. in Oakville early Thursday.
Detective Sgt. Norm Ryall said Halton’s
Explosives Disposal Unit has an agreement
with the owner of the Limehouse quarry
allowing them to detonate explosives there.
“It’s a safe place to detonate under con-
trolled circumstances,” said Ryall.
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* Crayola Products
* Children Art/Craft Supplies
* Teacher Resources

140 Guelph St., Georgetown
905-877-2300

Check out our website at

The

in Wednesday Oct. 31 issue of this paper

WHICH CRAFT % Public Riding -
STATIONERY is located at Western Riding Club
Educational Products and 72 MIH St 5‘|J-lelﬂ 20-4- Geargstuwn
Office Supp lies el entt WWarkiahnne sArt Placcas
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www.downtowngeorgetown.com/whichcraft

The winning pumpkins will be
published in our October 31st
i1ssue. The winners will receive
great prizes from our sponsors

One Grand Prize
Winner each Age Group

4 -7 years & 8 - 11 years
Deadline: Entries accepted

until Mon. Oct. 29 - Noon

Mail or bring your entry to:

Georgetown Market Place
280 Guelph St., Unit 29
Georgetown, ON L7G 4B1

Winning Pumpkins will appear -

WILDWOOD MANOR RANCH

905-877-6852
www.wildwoodranch.com

9th Line North of Georgetown

MOORE PLACE
DAY CA.RE Hnnm‘g;'ld;fiﬁ:ﬁﬁﬁm

¥ full and part-time # transportation
#¥ toddlers and preschoolers
¥ pre-reading, pre-math and French
¥ computers % subsidies

Scrapbook Studio

Albums - Supplies - Closses - Craf ts - Gifts

Mom & Me Classes
starting soon

mooreplace @ hotmail.com www.scrapbookstudio-online.com

83 Main St. N., Georgetown _ Call for details
905-877-9314 & Main LS. 905-702-8140

SYIVAN LEARNING CENTRE®

r.

is pleased to sponsor this
colouring contest. The
winner of the 8-11 year old
category will win a free
assessment ($150 value)

18 Regan Road, Unit 31, Brampton
(905) 840-1100

Renegade tl:ustee will resign
Investigation clears

school board trustees

Halton District School
Board trustee who
alleged some fellow

trustees, including board chair and
Halton Hills Trustee Ethel
Gardiner, violated board policy
and the Education Act, says he will
resign after an independent inves-
tigation deemed his allegations
unfounded.

Burlington Trustee Mike Ellis
said his decision to quit comes in
the wake of Gardiner asking for his
resignation during Wednesday
night's board meeting. However,
Ellis insists the decision is his
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- | resignation
= until the cows
come home. I
. am not going
- to quit just
N :??’M M because she

(Gardiner)
wants me to
quit,” Ellis
said. "But I
will be resigning, not because they
asked me to, but I have said all
along that somebody needed to
g0... obviously, it needs to be me."

Ellis added he feels he can no
longer be an effective trustee and
has no other choice but to quit.

"That's why I got into the trustee
thing four years ago," he said. "I've
been pretty outspoken. I've proba-
bly bent a number of rules and I've
got people action where the board
wouldn't respond. And, if I am not
in a position to continue on like
that, if I am just going to get black-
balled by the rest of the trustees
and administration, then it would-
n't be fair to the community (for
me) to continue on."

Gardiner asked for Ellis' resig-
nation after delivering a report
clearing board members of any
wrongdoing.

Ellis' allegations prompted an
internal audit conducted by risk
consulting company Kroll,
Lindquist, Avey. Gardiner
addressed the issue by reading
from a statement prepared by the
board’s legal counsel.

'It is quite clear from the report
.. that there is no evidence of any
financial wrongdoing, misconduct
or impropriety on the part of any
trustee, employee or other repre-
sentative of the board,” Gardiner
read.

'I think it's very sad the board
has had to go through this, but
when allegations of that particular
nature are made, it's incumbent
upon the board to assure the pub-
lic that funds are not being misal-
located,” Gardiner added follow-
ing the public meeting,.

Specifically, Ellis contends the
board presented incomplete infor-
mation to the public regarding
school closures. He also believes
the board improperly approved an
extension to the personal service
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ETHEL GARDINER

contract of Director of Education S e

Dusty Papke. Ellis said Papke's
new deal will ultimately cost tax-
payers too much money and that
the minutes approving the deal
from a meeting in May somehow
disappeared from the official
board records.

"There are 20 minutes missing
in the final approved minutes. If
she (Gardiner) is saying there is no
wrongdoing I'd love to see how
they've got away with there being
nothing wrong with that,” Ellis
said.

"Where did those 20 minutes go
from that private session meeting
that they knowingly approved on
the director's contract? They've got
it (the May meeting) finishing at
11:30 p.m. when I didn't even leave
the meeting until 11:45 p.m."

The chair, however, stands by
the audit report and dismisses
Ellis' claims.

Ellis did not attend Wednes-
day's board meeting. He has
received special medical permis-
sion to participate from home via
telephone.

When the board called Ellis
Wednesday around 8 p.m. no one
answered.

The trustee said he was out of
town, dealing with his medical
condition.

"That's specifically why I did
ask for a medical leave," he said.

Ellis didn't say when he'll make
his resignation official, but indicat-
ed the issue of alleged impropri-
eties is not
over as far as | _4aii®
he's con- |
cerned. *

He plans
to take the
matter to
local MPP | °
Ted McMeek- | §
in with the | #f8
hope of get- @& ¢ B
ting the pro- MICHAEL ELLIS
vincial gov-
ernment involved.

For his constituents, Ellis leaves
these parting words, "I've loved
my job.

I've loved it for the past four
years. I love the people and love
doing what I've done," he said.
"But, if I can't do it for them any-
more, then I guess it's time they get
someone else."

Gardiner stands by the report's
findings, which she says cost the
board more than $50,000, and is
hoping to put the Ellis issue
behind her so the board can con-
tinue with its mandate.

"This board is committed to
serving kids and we all know
that's what we're here for. It's
absolutely time that we get on with
that," Gardiner said.

"The investigation has taken a
tremendous amount of money, a
tremendous amount of time and
it's has taken the focus away from
where the focus should be."

_—By Robb Swybrous, special




