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Editorial

GTSB: R.I.P.

ith the death of the Greater Toronto Services
Board (GTSB), announced by Premier Mike
Harris as part of a GO Transit funding
package at a Brampton Board of Trade luncheon
Thursday, we believe municipal officials can breathe a
little easier.

There’s no way now the province will look to elimi-
nate either the municipal or regional level of govern-
ment, as was done to create the megacities of Toronto
and Hamilton.

If either level of government was going to be elimi-
nated, some form of the GTSB would have been
retained. It would have been necessary to pick up any
slack that couldn’t be handled by either the municpali-
ties that make up Halton or the region itself.

The spectre of a City of Halton has nowbeen, or
should be, laid to rest.

This decision also means some of the in-fighting that
has gone on between some reglonal officials can be put
in the past.

Now we can get back to the issues that should be
front and centre on the municipal agenda, things like:
development of the Hwy. 401 corridor; finding an ade-
quate water supply for Georgetown; revitalizing a
worn-down infrastructure; downsizing town council to
a more manageable level; and finding the money to
pay for more town and regional services.

Dear editor,

Relzgzon lament misses mark

Terronsts actlons ti ghtens%commumtybond

Dear editor,

On Sept. 22 we, at the Bennett
Health Care Center, held a charity
car wash to raise funds for the
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U.S.A. tragedy. The support we
received from volunteers, local busi-
nesses and the people of
Georgetown was wonderful.
Everyone was so generous with
their time, their donations, and their
kind words.

These terrorists tried to rip people
apart but it has only brought us clos-
er together and the people of
Georgetown should be proud to
belong to such a caring and giving

community.

Thank you to Loduca Custom
Tile, Boston Pizza, Premier Copy,
Tim Hortons and Georgetown
Chrysler. But a special thank you to
my co-workers at the Bennett
Center, your support and your help
has made me realize what a special
group of people I work with.

Marlene Hardcastle,
Bennett Health Care Center

JA ofters a great opportunity for students

Dear editor,

Your paper kindly recognized
my achieving an award from the
Ministry of Economic Development
and Trade and the Halton Region
Business Development Centre to
establish a business under the
Summer Company Program. I wish
to take this opportunity to recog-
nize Junior Achievement (JA) of
Halton.

As a Grade 9 student, I joined
this afterschool program at Acton
High School. It was the skills and
guidance from Junior Achievement
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that developed into entrepreneurial
interests. I would especially like to
thank Sue Suess, President of JA of
Halton who personally encouraged
and supported my decisions to
apply for this award to create a
small business.

[ have gained so much from
these experiences and want to
encourage other students to join JA
as well as members of the Halton
business community to become
involved and become JA advisors.

Sarah Kobsa,
Acton
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This is in response to Byron Thomas’ Sept. 21 letter,
Religion missing from day of mourning.

[t would seem that Mr. Thomas has confused the
Canadian Constitution with the American Pledge of
Allegiance. Nowhere in the Canadian Constitution
does it say that Canada recognizes the supremacy of
God. (Check out Constitution Act #42.)

As well, the vast majority of Canadians are any-
thing but Christian. Canada has more Protestants,
Sikhs, Muslims, Arabs, Jews, athiests, and non-
denominationals than Christians.

People crying foul over religion makes me just as
sick as people getting in an uproar over President
Bush forgetting to mention Canada in his speech. Do
you think he sat over dinner and thought to himself,
“Hmmm. Lets see if I can make Canada upset?”

It’s no wonder other nations might look down on
us. Even when our prime minister is trying to keep
the peace in regards to religion there always seems to
be some faction screaming and crying. Islamic
extremists are being blamed for the attacks on the
World Trade Centre and Washington? Well, lets just
beat on all Islamics. Don’t blame them for somebody
else’s actions.

Remember, Catholics crucified their own beloved
saviour. Who are anybody to be casting stones at
other people?

Mike Weil, Georgetown

News Editor; Cynthia Gamble
Staff Writers: Lisa Tallyn, Herb Garbutt
Photography: Ted Brown
Advertising Sales:

Dianne Fascinato, Cindi Dermo, Alexandra Stabins,
Jeanette Cox, Sue Spizzir, Angela Reynolds
Classified Manager. Carol Hall,
Classifeds: Mary Watson, Sharon Pinkney,
Accounting: Pat Kentner, Rose Marie Gauthier

Production: Mary Lou Foreman, Kevin Powell, Shelli Harrison,

Telephone: (905) 873-0301 Fax: (905) 873-0398
E-mail: production@independentfreepress.com

The Independent & Free Press is published every Wednesday
and Friday at 280 Guelph St., Unit 29, Georgetown Ont., L7G
4B1. It is one of the newspapers published by Metroland
Printing, Publishing & Distributing Ltd., which includes:
Ajax/Pickering News Advertiser, Alliston Herald/Courier,
Bancroft This Week,Barry's Bay This Week, Barrie Advance,
Bolton Enterprise, Brampton Guardian, Burlington Shopping
News, Burlington Post, City Parent, Collingwood/Wasaga
Connection, East York Mirror, Erin Advocate/Country Routes,

Nancy Geissler, Circulation Manager

Etobicoke Guardian, Flamborough Post, Georgetown
Independent/Acton Free Press, Huronia Business Times,
Kingston This Week, Lindsay This Week, Markham Economist
& Sun, Midland/Penetanguishene Mirror, Milton Canadian
Champion, Milion Shopping News, Mississauga News,
Mississauga Business Times, Napanee . Guide,
Newmarket/Aurora Era-Banner, Northumberland News, North
York Mirror, Oakville Beaver, Oakville Shopping News,
Oldtimers Hockey News, Orillia Today, Oshawa-

Whitby/Clarington Port Perry This Week, Owen Sound Tribune,
Peterborough This Week, Picton County Guide, Richmond
Hill/Thornhill/Vaughan Liberal, Scarborough Mirror,
Stouffville/Uxbridge Tribune, Forever Young, City of York
Guardian.

Advertising is accepted on the condition that, in the event of
a typographical error, that portion of the advertising space
occupied by the erroneous item, together with reasonable
allowance for signature will not be charged for, but the balance

Dolores Black, Debbie MacDougall
Distribution: Kim McClure

of the advertisement will be paid for at the acceptable rate.

In the event of typographical error advertising goods or ser-
vices at wrong price, goods or services may not be sold.
Advertising is merely an offer to sell which may be withdrawn at
any time.

Editorial and advertising content of The Independent & Free
Press is protected by copyright. Unauthorized use is prohibited.
Price: Store copies 50¢ each; Subscriptions $26.00 per year by
carrier; $32.50 per year by mail in Canada; $130.00 per year in

all other countries. Plus G.S.T.

Second Class Mail Registration Number 6869. The
Independent & Free Press is a member of The Canadian
Community Newspaper Association and The Ontario
Community Newspaper Association.




