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At Leglon meet

hen Ian Butcher started
the track season, he had
never run the 400m. And
he really had no interest in it either.
But with the Bishop Reding track team
needing a runner to fill out the 400m
relay team, Butcher was enlisted by
coach Maureen Morrison.

“1 had always run distance or
sprints in (elementary) school,” said
the Georgetown resident. “I didn’t
even want to run the 400. I sort of got
pushed into it.”

Butcher has warmed up to the
event over the last five months,
though.
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Reluctant 400m runner
wins two national titles

boys 400m, the other in the 1,600m
relay.

The 14-year-old knocked more than
four seconds off his 400m time during
the high school season, which culmi-
nated with a silver medal at the
Ontario Federation of Schools Athletic
Association (OFSAA) track and field
meet. |

At the time Morrison said, “he’s
gotten faster every time out, I could
see another second coming off (his
time of 52.5 seconds).”

Needing a victory at the provincial
Legion meet to advance to nationals
Butcher defeated the Sarnia rival who

ped him at OFSAA by half a sec-
ond, finishing in 52.15 seconds.

Prior to nationals, he shaved even
more time off at an Ontario Track and
Field Association, finishing second in
51.69 seconds.

Still, he wasn’t considering himself
as one of the contenders at nationals,
at least not until he overheard a con-
versation

“I was really nervous because it
was a national track and field meet,”
Butcher said. “Then I heard someone
from Nova Scotia talking about some
guy from Ontario who was running a
51. That gave me a lot of confidence.”

That carried over on to the track
where Butcher turned in his personal
best of 51.47, making the prediction of
his high school coach come true.

Butcher then joined Ontario team-
mates in the 1600m relay

“Coming off my 400m, I was hop-
ing to just make it around the track,”
he said. |

Not only did he make it around,
but he and his Ontario teammates did
it faster than anyone else bringing a
second gold medal.

Butcher also turned in a sixth place
finish in the 800m but it is his new
specialty that he’s looking forward to
next season. With another year of
midget eligibility, some school records
and a provincial high school title are
not out of the question.

Not bad for an event he didn’t even
want to take part it in.

“1'd say it’s turned out pretty well,”
Butcher said.

—By Herb Garbutt, staff writer




