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Editorial
A matter of respect

alton Regional Police have released the crime sta-
tistics for the first six months of this year and the
ews 1s not good.

Far too many categories are seeing an increase in the
number of occurrences and more disturbingly, Halton Hills
1s not bucking that trend.

According to police statistics, in Halton Hills, domestic
assault rose 39.1 per cent (from 23 to 32), robbery 33.3 per
cent (from 3 to 4), sex offences 27.3 per cent (from 11 to 14)
and assault 26.8 per cent (from 71 to 90).

Also increasing so far this year in Halton Hills was theft
over $5,000 which was up 85.7 per cent (from 7 to 13), auto
theft by 75.8 per cent (from 33 to 58) and fraud by 50 per |
cent (from 24 to 36).

While we hate to see an increase in the numbers of any
crimes in our community, the rise in crimes involving vio-
lence is particularly alarming. While the police are at a loss
to explain this trend, it is evident that these crimes are a
result of one thing: respect.

Respect for someone else’s property, respect for other
individuals and respect for authority. Despite various edu-
cation programs, the message is not getting through to
some people that violence is not the way to solve a prob-
lem. It’s a coward’s last resort.

And this isn’t a Halton Hills-only problem— it’s a nation-
al one. One that can be helped by our lawmakers if they
would only stop treating violent criminals with kid gloves |
when they come before the courts.
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best friend [ Spay/neuter your pets

Dear editor,

Re: Letter by Brian Dexter (August 8) condemn-
ing Belinda Migue for volunteering to help animals
instead of children.

First, let me state that I believe that volunteering
on behalf of children is a very important cause. As
well, we must acknowledge the fact that we share |
this planet with species other than our own. We cre-
ate a better society when we teach our children to
respect all living creatures rather than creating the

ou

Finally, concerning Mr. Dexter’s |

reference to children, I came to recall
a recent article by New York Times
writer Anita Gates entitled, Good
Medicine: The pitter-patter of paws.
In the article, Gates refers to a study |
published by a psychology journal
that found children whose families
owned pets displayed significantly
higher rates of self-esteem and

.............

realize dogs

Toronto Adopt-A-Dog/Save-A-Life
organization.

I was incensed to read Mr.
Dexter’s views on Migue and his
opinions of dogs in our communi-
ties.

He states in his letter that Migue
would “do more for society if she
used her energies to save people,
especially children, rather than

Dear editor,

|l am writing in response to a let-
ter sent to you concerning Belinda
Migue and her volunteer work at the

Letters to the editor

Letters to the editor must be signed
and include an address and daytime tele-
phone number. Unsigned letters will not
be published. Letters should not exceed
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Studies indicate that owners of
dogs are more likely to survive a

Jjmcghie @independentfreepress.com

life and involvement in the commu- |
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nity.

ing a demand for new animals. A pet is a long-term
commitment, a lifetime to your pet. These animals
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spend time with animals.
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