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Halton CCAC cash-strapped

Waiting lists begin
for home care help

he Community Care keep at home.”

Access Centre is warn- The waiting lists will pri-
ing its clients and marily affect new clients initial-
future clients across Halton— ly, but as service demands

lineups and waiting lists for increase so will the wait for
services began yesterday new services among existing
(Tuesday). clients, said Shadwick. Current
The agency, which co-ordi- policies on funding medical
nates home care and home equipment and supplies are
nursing services, has been also being reviewed.
forced into some tough deci- “We are committed to a bal-
sions to meet its budget. It anced approach based on pri-
means, in some cases, existing ority of need,” she said. “This
clients will be cut off or will means that we will continue to
have to start paying for private serve frail elderly clients who
sector help to make room for require support, other commu-
more urgent cases. nity referrals and clients
“There are going to be some referred from hospitals who
difficult decisions as you can have acute care needs.”
imagine,” said Sandra Halton is one of the fastest-
Shadwick, CEO of Halton’s growing areas in Ontario,
CCAC. “Family members are according to the CCAC. This,
anxious about their loved ones, coupled with an aging popula-
wondering what it will mean.”  tion, hospital restructuring and
With the Ministry of Health shortage of long-term care
freezing the funds to all of beds, has resulted in a growth
Ontario’s community care in the demand for services, in
access centres, Halton’s CCAC the face of increasing costs and
says it is being forced to pro- a higher complexity of services
vide service first to high-priori- needed by CCAC clients.
ty clients only, putting every- Halton CCAC’s $32-million
one else on waiting lists. budget for this fiscal year is 20
Certain clients will be told per cent less than was request-
the home services they now ed. Last year, the CCAC of
receive will have to be paid for = Halton provided help to 12,354
by private providers, said clients, a six per cent increase
Shadwick. “And some of our from the previous year.
clients will have to return to [ts services include home
hospital, because we can no care for the frail and elderly,
longer provide enough service, nursing, rehabilitation services
and they’re at too much risk to See WAITING, pg. 3
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