chools*and students
Sacruss Canada are gain-
ing computer skills
through a unique program.
Computers for Schools
(CES) collects surplus comput-

ers donated by the government
and the private sector. The

computers are then refurbished
and distributed to schools and
libraries and across Canada.
Each year more than 60,000
classroom-ready computers are
donated at no cost through the
program. CFS met its Mellen-
nium Challenge goal of sup-
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plying more than 250,000 com-
puters throughout Canada
since the program began in
1993.

Not only does this benefit
the schools and students who
receive the equipment but it
also diverts tons of waste from

Literacy, math and technology skills are
key to success in these changing times

head spin. It's a complaint I hear often from

parents, educators and students. They tell me
it’s tough keeping up with the latest education trends
and difficult to predict which path will lead to the best
results.

We start with the basics. Literacy should be a major
goal in all educational programs. Unlike many skills,
reading proficiency does not deteriorate as we get
older. When we teach kids to read, we provide them
with a skill that lasts a lifetime.

Proficiency comes with constant practice. You
wouldn’t expect a child to excel at

Educatinn changes so quickly it makes your

Without studying math, students are systematically
removed from many rewarding careers.

Parents are always interested in their children’s
access to computers at school, viewing computer skills
as the bridge to careers in technology. Certainly, com-
puters have become indispensable inour lives, and
computer literacy has been associated with scuess.
However, computer availability in the school will not
promote learning. Children with no computer training
can quickly learn to navigate systems and software.
The activities that children engage on the computers
are the important parts of developing a good founda-

tion in technology.

hockey if they play only occasional-
ly. The same is true for reading.
Students who hope to cope with the
reading load of university or col-
leage, need to keep their skills sharp
in high school. Kids who read fre-
quently increase their knowledge,
develop their memories, learn to
inerpret information can can formu-
late opinions. These skills are impor-
tant regardless of what your chil-
dren want to be whent hey grow up.

Literacy also includes good writ-
ing skills. Students need to learn
how to express their ideas in sen-
tences, with all proper punctuation
In place. People who tell you that
ideas are more important than

Parents have a tremendous
responsibility to make sound deci-
sions when it comes to education
their children. The decision get
easier when parents focus on
whqt they want their kids to learn
reather than where they want
their kids to learn it. Some parents
may be weighing the benefits of
public educatior of French
Immersion of home schooling.
Other parents may be considering
computer camp versus hockey
school. Regardless of the educa-
tional venue. getting a good edu-
cation includes reading, writing,
math and yes. comptuers. Strong
dskills in these areas will support

grammar and spelling forget that it's
tough to get your message cross without using the
conventions of writing.

Mathematics and technology have become critical
to most businesses and industries. Even enterprises
that appear art-centred have embraced these fields of
knowledge. It’s difficult to think of a career that does
not require mathematics and technological know how.

_~ LEARNING
| °  CENTRE® §

18 Regan Rd.,Unit 31
, Brampton

Providing therapy to children and adulfs in
Halton, Peel and Wellington Counties.

the development of reasoning and
the expression of creative thinking... skills that will
maintain their value regardless of what the futrue
brings.
—By Dr. Laurie McNellesY ork Unviersity educator, a
recognized education expert and the Canadian Educational
Specialist for Kumon Math and Reading Centres (1-800-
ABC-MATH)
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SPEECH CENTRE

328 Guelph Street
Georgetown, Ontario

Communication is Vital

905-873-8400
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The world’s most po

programs are available in Georgetown!

Find out how Kumon can help your child
to better marks.

905-873-9579

...or call 1-800-ABC-MATH

HKUMON

MATH & READING CENTRES

landfill sites. CFS has been
praised by Environment
Canada for environmental effi-
cacy on the disposal of IT
waste and is regarded as a best
practice pro-

come the no experience with-
out a job/no job without expe-
rience hurdle faced by many

graduates.
Post-secondary schools,
such as the

gram for keep- College of
ing often pot- &= Information
entially toxic Technology,
material out of b use the pro-
landfill sites. i gram = for

CFS donated N practical
six laptop com- N training. It
puters to the held a Comp-
Ottawa- uter Build-a-
Carleton thon at its

Catholic Board
of Education to
help in the

five western
Ontario cam-
puses. Three

implementa-
tion of an equi-
ty program
which assists students who do
not have the means to own a
computer.

Thornhill Secondary School
uses its CFS computers in
physics, chemistry classes as
well as geography classes
where students are being
trained on a Global Infor-
mation System computer map-
ping software package. CFS
also provides hands-on infor-
mation technology training at
workshops in schools across
the country.

CFS also works in partner-
ship with the government’s
Youth Employ-ment Strategy
by providing first-time job
experience in its workshops
and repair centres. The
T'echnical Work Exper-ience
Project (TWEP) allows technol-
ogy graduates, co-op students,
youth interns and stuents to
repair and refurbish donated
equipment and software to
prepare the ¢omputers for
delivery to schools. TWEP pro-
vides up to 26 weeks of
employment, helping over-

pulr aer—schn-nl leaing

| AZTEC INTERNET
' 1st Month FREE! |

hundred stu-
- dents refur-

bished more
than 1,000 computers in just
two days.

Computers for Schools
accepts donated equipment in
good working order (IBM-com-
patible computers of the
Pentium-class or better and
Macintosh computers at the
Power PC level or higher).
Working colour monitors, key-
boards, mice, printers,
modems, scanners, digital cam-
eras, CD-ROM drives and
other accessories are also need-
ed. CFS will remove all infor-
mation from the hard drive to
ensure computers are class-
room ready.

To donate equipment to the
program call 1-888-636-9899.
Most equipment donated with-
In a province or territory
remains within that jurisdiction.

For more information about
the program, visit Computers
for Schools Web site at
www.schoolnet.ca/cfs-ope or
contact James LeCraw, execu-
tive director, Renewed
Computer Technologies at 905-
795-5387.

Free Setup!

| Email Virus Scan and SPAM Blocker!

905-873-2141

www.haltonspeech.com
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T
B Christian School Preschool

| 11643 Trafalgar Rd., Georgetown

905-840-1100
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Tutoring Service

Cheryl O’Brien
B.A. Specializing in Education
(905) 877-4947
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www.kumon.com

www.aztec-net.com
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Give Your Child An Interest That
Can last A Lifetime!

One you can all share . . .
* Riding instruction and horse care for children
from 7 years to 70!
* Summer Camp & P.D. Days
* Lots of fun in a safe, friendly environment
* Picturesque setting in Terra Cotta
* Outdoor sand ring plus indoor arena

* Miles of riding trails BRIGHTWATER

FARM

~ 338 Old Base Line Rd.
Terra Cotta

To advertise
in this monthly
feature call
Angela at
905-873-0301
exl. 231

Call (905) 838-4394




