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Latest provincial budget successfully walked a tightrope

ere was a time when budget

I day in Ontario could be count-

ed on to produce lines at the gas

pumps, a run at beer stores and a nag-

ging little itch in the wallets of all hard-
working Ontarians.

Year after year taxes went up, debt
increased and there was precious little
to show for it. Ontario’s drunken sailor
years, starting with the Liberals and
ending in the gutter with the NDP, were
witness to huge tax increases and virtu-
ally total disregard for the future, a
future we are now living in.

Perhaps we should thank these two
governments for showing us so graphi-
cally why the Ontario’s path was unsus-
tainable. I suggest the ballot box in 1995
and again in 1999 showed that most
Ontarians understand the problem,
however, it is evident that many still do
not.

Most Liberals and NDPs likely con-
cede that Ontario cannot go back to
where it was under Bob Rae, however,
these people seem to still believe in the
same fuzzy thinking that got Ontario
into trouble in the first place.

The recent Ont-

lion in debt reduc-

ario budget, the
third consecutive

balanced budget in QUEEN’S
this province, walk-

ed a tightrope, bal- PARK
ancing necessary

funding increases REPORT

to public education,
infrastructure and
health care, while
making a signifi-

ed Chudlei

tion, the largest
repayment in Ont-
ario’s history. While
that may not seem
like a lot on a debt
of more than $100
billion, repaying it
has freed up mil-
- lions that used to be
spent on interest
payments. Like any

SR

cant repayment of
debt, continued cut |
taxes and a commitment to increased
accountability in the public sector. It
was the first time in almost 100 years
that Ontario has had three consecutive
balanced budgets.

Taxes in Ontario went up little by lit-
tle for decades and slowly became a sig-
nificant drain on the economy. It is my
belief that taxes need to come down in a
similar manner. Each small tax decrease
provides a boost to the economy, which
In turn provides the economic strength
to allow for the next decrease.

The current budget includes $3 bil-

big debt, repayment
seems slow at first,
but accelerates as interest payments
decrease. The key is starting to make the
repayments.

Perhaps most significantly, the
Ontario budget implements a five-year
phase-in of a tax credit for parents of
students in independent schools. I have
received hundreds of letters from peo-
ple pointing out that Catholic education
is fully funded by the province but other
types of independent education are not,
a situation that is obviously unfair.

According to my research, about 85
per cent of those students in indepen-

dent schools do not attend high tuition
private institutions. Suggesting that the
proposed tax credit benefits the rich, is
as unfair a statement as saying that pub-
lic education allows parents of publicly
funded students to purchase a nicer car
or a bigger house because society takes
care of their education costs.

Parents of students in independent
schools will still be supporting public
education through their taxes. Five
other provinces support some form of
funding for independent schools and
their experience suggests that there will
not be a mass exodus from the public
system. However, providing choice to
parents should improve the perfor-
mance of public schools.

I believe parents are tired of finger-
pointing, labour unrest, flavour of the
month teaching fads and test scores that
produce nothing but excuses. If provid-
ing choice in education improves the
entire education system then the tax
credit is worth far more than the mil-
lions it will put back in the hands of
working families.

Ted Chudleigh is the MPP for Halton

Honda: The spirit of adventure
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PERFORMANCE: Real Time™ 4-Wheel Drive 4-Wheel
Double-Wishbone Suspension * Fuel Injection ® 2.0 Litre,

146-hp, DOHC Engine * Power-Assisted Rack-and-Pinion
Steering 15" Wheels * 5-Speed Manual Transmission
* All Season Radial Tires « & More...

Stereo CD Player with Anti-Theft (no cassette) » Keyl
* Floor Mats * & More...

Speed Automatic Transmission * AM/FM
ess Remote Entry with Hatch Release
* Body-Coloured Door Handles & Power Door Mirrors e Alloy Wheels * Rear Seat Tilt-Up Feature
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CR-V LX $26,300 msrp*

COMFORT: CFC-Free Air Conditioning * Micron Air Filtration

* AM/FM Stereo Cassette with 4 Speakers * Dual Manual Driver’s
Seat Height Adjustments ® Cruise Control ® Adjustable Steering
Column * Front Stabilizer Bar * Front & Rear 12 Volt Accessory
Sockets ¢ & More...

CANADA’S TOP SELLING COMPACT 4X4 FOR THE LAST 3 YEARS
WANADR 9 TUF SELLING CUMFACT 4A% FOR THE LAST 3 YEARS
CR-V EX $28,300 msrp*

WITH ALL THE FEATURES OF THE CR-V LX PLUS: 4-

SAFETY: Dual Front Airbags * Anti-Lock
Braking System (ABS) * Child-Proof Rear Door
Locks * Child Safety Seat Tether Anchors

* 3-Point Seat Belts » & More...

OR LEASE IT FOR

$348

per month for 48 months,

WITH ONLY 3,428 DOWN
FREIGHT & P.D.E. INCLUDED
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OR LEASE IT FOR

/per month for 48 months,

WITH ONLY 53,673 DOWN
FREIGHT & P.D.E. INCLUDED

CONVENIENCE: Power Windows, Door Locks & Mirrors * 50/50
Split Rear Seat * Removable Folding Picnic Table ® Rear Washer/Wiper
* Remote Rear Hatch Release * Body Side Mouldings * Vanity Mirrors
* Adjustable Rear Seat Headrests * & More...

OR LEASE IT FOR

ODYSSEY LX $31,300mske+

All-Star Performance and 5-Star Safety! M38 4
3.5 Litre, V6 VTEC Engine » Automatic Transmission * CFC-Free Air Conditioning * Power Windows,

MM&MIM-MIMMMMM4MM-MMMm-M per month for 48 months,
Sliding Doors * ABS Brakes * Traction Control * Micron Air Filtration * Cruise Control » Anti-Theft WITH ONLY 3,848 DOWN
Immobilizer » Adjustable Steering Column  Front Stabilizer Bar * Child Safety-Seat Tether Anchors ¢ Child-Proof FREIGHT & P.D.E. INCLUDED
Rear Door Locks * LATCH Child Safety-Seat Anchor System ¢ 3rd Row Seating-Retractable Magic Seat » Rear
Spoiler » 2nd Row Captain Chairs » 16" Wheels with Full Wheel Covers » & More...

TARI
ah:)nzg TAKE A TEST DRIVE AT YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD HONDA DEALER...YOU COULD WIN A TRIP FOR 4 TO ORLANDO!
DEALERS OR VISIT www.hondatestdrive.com OR CALL 1-866-89-HONDA
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Lease offers are available, on approved credit, only through Honda Canada Finance Inc., until May 31, 2001. Lease payments shown are for 48 months and include $850 for freight and PD.E. with 96,000 km allowance (10¢/km exceeding 96,000 km applies). v Based on a new 2001
CR-V LX, 5-S5peed/CR-V EX, Automatic/Odyssey LX, Automatic (model RD1741E/RD1851E/RL1851 E) $328/$348/$438 per month for 48 months. A LR. 5.8%/5.8%/8.64% (total lease obligation of $15,744/$16,704/$21,024). Down payment or equivalent trade of $3,673/$3,428/$3.848
required, (zero down payment plans available), plus first monthly payment and security deposit ($400/$425/$525). Option to purchase at lease end for $11,835/$13,584/$14 711 plus taxes. *M.S.R.P. does not include freight and PD.E. ($850). v*Taxes. licence. insurance,
administration and maintenance fees are additional. Dealer may lease/sell for less. See your neighbourhood Ontario Honda Dealer for details. ,




