fter 15 yéars as a
strong voice for Acton
t the Halton Hills

council table, Norm Elliott is
retiring from municipal politics.
Elliott, 56, who announced his
intention to retire back in June,
plans to spend more time with
his family, at his job (he’s an
insurance broker in George-

town), and enjoying astronomy
and other hobbies.

“It sure wasn’t a snap deci-
sion,” said Elliott. “I really do
have mixed emotions.

“It’s impossible to balance the
demands of my job and the ever-
increasing demands of being a
councillor in Halton Hills,” he
said in June.

Over the years Elliott, who
also served as an Acton council-
lor from 1970 to 1973, has dealt
with a wide range of issues
including the Reclamation
Systems Inc. proposal to put a
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landfill in the Acton quarry, the
Acton arena, development in
Acton that led to a lengthy OMB
hearing, and the Equity Waste
Management application which
resulted in he and other council-
lors being named in a lawsuit.

Elliott said seeing the new
Acton Arena and Community
Centre built has been the most
rewarding moment for him, par-
ticularly after “all the years of
criticism and public outrage for
not getting the job done.”

“We fought for years to get
the Acton arena. Until we had a
council that was supportive,
nothing would have happened,”
Elliott said.

He said, in the end, the arena
was even better than anticipated.

The “mind-numbing frustra-
tion of dealing with mainly
provincial bureaucracy” on the
Acton development issue
proved to be most frustrating for
the veteran councillor. He

regrets he won't
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says is right
around the corner. 0
He said being a NORM

councillor, for the
most part, is “ex-
tremely frustrating
work for anybody.”

“The needs far exceed the
wherewithal to provide them.”

Elliott said the councillors
from Acton he worked with
over the years (he, Rick
Bonnette, Gerald Rennie, and
Clark Somerville) worked well
together.

“No ward worked better. 1If

ELLIOTT

we knew there was an objective-

that needed to be reached, we
tried to do that,” he said.

Elliott will be missed by his
colleagues.
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Veteran Acton councillor will be missed, say peers

“He is wise beyond his
years,” said Wards 1/2 Regional
Councillor Rick Bonnette, who
has known Elliott for years.
“When he first got elected he
already knew the job.

“He was a fighter for Acton
but also gave that balance of a
Halton Hills perspective,” said
Bonnette.

“We are going to miss his
wisdom and his thoughtfulness
in how he approached the prob-
lems we had to deal with,” said
outgoing Mayor Marilyn Ser-
jeantson, who also stressed
Elliott’s love for Acton.

Over the years Elliott has also
sat on the Halton Hills Library
Board, Heritage Halton Hills,
Credit Valley Conservation, the
town’s interview, fire review,
hydro restructuring and seniors’
advisory committees. He plans
to step down from all of his
committee work at the end of
this year but he will continue to
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The all new 2001 Civic is engineered for absolute safety, security and protection.

New Body and Interior Styling * Improved Handling * Better Braking * Enhanced Performance * Reduced Exhaust Emissions ¢ Improved Seating * More Interior Space * Quieter Ride.
Standard Civic Sedan DX features: 115-hp, 1.7Litre ULEV Engine * Dual Airbags * Immobilizer Theft-Deterrent System ¢ 14" Wheels with Full Covers ¢ Fuel Injection * 3-Point Seatbelts (all positions) with Front Height
Adjustment * Adjustable Steering Column * Lockable Remote Fuel and Trunk Lid Releases * Tinted Glass * Reclining Front Bucket Seats ® 60/40 Split Fold Down Rear Seatbacks * 5-Speed Manual Transmission

* Chrome Front Grille * Window Washer Fluid & Fuel Low-Waming Light ® LATCH Child Safety-Seat Anchor System * Rear Child-Seat Tether Anchors ¢ & More.

PLUS The Civic Sedan DX Group Option package includes: CFC-Free Air Conditioning ¢ Power Door Locks ¢ High-Power AM/FM Stereo
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run the town’s astronomy pro-
gram which is offered twice a
year. Astronomy has been a
favorite hobby of his since he
was a boy.

Elliott said the new council,
headed by mayor-elect Kathy
Gastle, will face challenges in the
coming term.

Maintaining a “smooth transi-
tion politically” is one thing that
will have to be resolved and as it
does its Official Plan review
council will have to grapple with
“how to protect Halton Hills
from this unbelievable sprawl”
at the town’s borders he said.
Amalgamation could also be an
issue.

While he would have liked to
have had his say on those mat-
ters, Elliott said regardless of
when he decided to retire there
would always be a municipal
issue to deal with.

—By Lisa Tallyn,
staff writer
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~ Nour Neghbourheod TAME LA, $1 7 ,300 MSRP IT FOR
ONTARIO FREIGHT & P.ocE, INCLUDED
H{ HONDA i e Py HHONDA
DEAL ERS TO ARRANGE A TEST DRIVE OR FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT www.civictestdrive.com OR CALL 1-866-GO- RIS
‘IH@FI“ Lease offer available, on approved credit only through Honda Canada Finance Inc. for a limited time, Lease payment shown is for 48 months and includes $850 for freight and PD.E. with 96,000 km allowance (10¢/km exceeding 96,000 km applics).
mmemsmma=| Based on a new 2001 Civic Sedan DX-G, 5-Speed (model ES1531PX) $238 per month for 48 months. ALR. 9.41% (1otal lease obligation of $11,424). Down payment or equivalent trade of $2,350 required (zero down payment plans available)

plus first monthly payment and security deposit ($275). Option 10 purchase at lcase end for $8,996 plus taxes. *M.S.R.P. does not include [reight and PD.E. ($850). *Taxes, licence, insurance, administration and maintenance fecs are additional. Dcaler may
lease/sell for less. 1l your dealer does not have the 2001 vehicle you want in stock, the dealer will gladly order it for you. Lease offer is available until October 31, 2000. See your neighbourhood Ontario Honda Dealer for details.
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