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Love Mom, Uwe, Phillip & Oma
No one will recognize you because
this picture is at least a year old
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WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS

Mm-mmcm-mﬂmmm
Migraine & Tension Headaches

Sports injuries * Pregnancy Discomfort
Motor Vehicle Injuries And Other Conditions
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Call (905) 873-1924

For your Massage Therapy Needs

FREE LOCALMOTION SKATE

4:00 - 6:00 PM.

: ftick with yvour high _
g Plood presrre treatment, 5

o You miy be in for
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.............

T
o s
e
o o
S
s

-

L

s
A

- e z

s i = -

Ty e a4

2 S e 5

T . L)

e

get nn bourd

Sunday, November 26
' 3:30 p.m.
Gordon Alcott Arena

Bring your shovel and your skates.
Help us break ground.

Other activities include kid’s face painting,
Toonie puck toss, refreshments.
Find out more info about your new recreation facilities.
Drawings available for viewing.
Construction manager and architect will be present.

Bring the whole family.
Let’s celebrate!

More information call Marg 905-873-2601, ext. 2267

Special education funding system
should be scrapped, says Gardiner

€ province’s system for distributing
I special education funding should be
scrapped, says Halton District School

Board (HDSB) Chair Ethel Gardiner.

“We have to jump through hoops to serve
the neediest kids,” Gardiner said. “The fund-
ing formula should meet the needs of the chil-
dren rather than the children having to meet
the needs of the funding formula.”

Gardiner is writing a letter on behalf of the
board to the Ministry of Education and
Iraining to express their concerns about the
special education claim process.

However, Halton MPP Ted Chudleigh said
the current system is working and provides
accountability to taxpayers.

“If (school boards) claimed 10 kids when
only eight do (require funding), it

One of the suggestions is that students be
re-evaluated every three years instead of every
year.

“Why should we have to submit the claim
year after year if it has been approved?”
Kearney asked.

Both Kearney and Gardiner see the need for
a verification process. The HDSB had 76.2 per
cent of its claims accepted, just above the
provincial average. But under the claims
process, the board expects its funding to be cut
by $1 million next year. It has received $10 mil-
lion in special education funding the last two
years.

However, Gardiner said the onus for
assessment should be on the province.

“The school boards could still identify chil-
dren that require special education ser-

would be easy money,” Chudleigh
said. “We're just asking them to justify
what they claim.”

Under the current system, school
boards must evaluate all children they
feel should qualify for special educa-
tion funding. The evaluation process | ¢#&

vices,” she said. “If (the province)
wants to have a morvtoring service,
they’re welcome to come to the class
any time.”

Chudleigh said boards are better
w9 equipped to handle the evaluation

consists of psychological, speech and s
behavioural assessments. The
province then evaluates claims and
sets funding according to the number
of students and the level of need of those stu-
dents. The province guaranteed funding levels
through this year but next year the claims will
be used to determine how much funding the
board receives.

The Halton District School Board recently
announced it spent an estimated $575,644 pro-
cessing 745 claims. Chudleigh said that figure
seemed a little high, but Brenda Kearney,

" HDSB superintendent of student services, said

other boards spent roughly the same. She said
that money comes out the special education
budget, rather than being spent on the chil-
dren it is intended for.

Kearney said the short time frame boards
are given to process claims also create prob-
lems. Once school boards receive the criteria
from the province they have about five weeks
to submit the claims. Kearney said a lot of that
work has to be completed by special education
teachers, which takes them out of the class-
room.

“There’s a huge amount of paperwork,” she
said. “It literally cripples the system for five to
sIX weeks.”

Kearney and special education supervisory
officers from boards across the province
assembled a discussion paper offering solu-
tions to problems in the process and sent it to
the ministry. She said it was favourably
received and she is waiting to hear if a work-
ing group will be established.
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Another of Gardiner’s concerns is that
because claims are submitted at the
end of a school year to establish fund-
Ing for the next year, any student who
moves to a new board or joins the school Sys-
tem In Kindergarten or Junior Kindergarten
has no funding allocated for them. _

Marilyn Forster-Lo Turco of Actorr, whose
10-year-old daughter Sara has Down’s syn-
drome, said this causes stress at the beginning
of each school year. Sara’s evaluation requires
her to have one-to-one Educational Assistant
support. When Sara arrived for the first day of
school at Robert Little Public School in Acton,
she had only half-time support because there
was a new student who also needed support.

"Every year we go through this,” Forster-
Lo Turco said.*“(The board) has to do extra
digging and rob Peter to pay Paul. They go
tishing at other schools where (EAs) have been
freed up.”

Sara now has half-time support in the
morning and one-on-one in the afternoon after
the board shuffled its resources between
schools. However, Forster-Lo Turco said Sara
now deals with three to four different people
In course of a day and the Inconsistency
between instructors will hinder her develop-
ment.

" I'he goals for her learning this year, I don't
expect her to meet them. That’s nothing
against the people working with her because
they’re great. They’ve just been handled an
impossible task.”

—By Herb Garbutt, staff writer

e e e e e g e e e e et

e e = e e e e Ao oo e e

ANNUAL

Knights of
Columbus

CRAFT SHOW/SALE
HoLy Cross HALL
224 Maple Ave.
NOVEMBER 25

10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Baked Goods/Knitting/
Floral/Sewing/Glass
Lunch Counter
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