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Captures Canadian championshi
Trevor Ritchie is all smiles as he cel-

McGeer returns to WINNEr’s CIrCle | 4 g s s e eresers crown

P : T, LI Racetrack. His wins tied a Breeders
fter a long battle to get back to and we said, ‘Let’s go have some fun,” and I put I racord.

P 4t .. my foot down,” McGeer said.
E?Ifatl?}?fozzin McGeer’s climb is They took the lead at the begmnmg of the

_ _ second stage on the final day and went on to

McGeer WI ﬂPP‘Ed up h“’j fou-rth Canadian victory over an international field that included

Rally Chmnplqnshlp— and first since 1993—on  4ivers from Belgium and the United States. The

Sunday by winning Rallye Interqatlonﬁll c!e race will be broadcast on TSN this Saturday at

Charlevoix. It was McGeer’s fourth victory in six 11.m.

starts this year. | ; “It's a good feeling,” McGeer said. “Winning
“It feels good. It’s been a long time coming. e event is the i icing on the cake.”

. We had so many years of disappointment, With four wins and two second-place finishes

?fggl?f; i?;?b:fe}'gu a;i:vlfe Trish drove home ;,, iy starts, the Canadian title is wrapped up

even though there is one race remaining— The
The Quebec town that hosted the rally had = Ra))y of the Tall Pines in Bancroft, Ont. on

some weird weather which made for interesting  Noyember 25. But McGeer is still looking for-
racing. After 20-degree temperatures on Friday, ... to the race.

the course was covered with more than 10 inch- Frank and Dan Sprongl won the last six

es f—‘:f Snow on Sunday. Ll _ Canadian titles. Their Audi has been considered
Luckily we took the ice tires,” McGeer said. (1o dominant car on the circuit but this year

“The roads are no dl_fferent than what we runin - nr.Geer said improvements to his Subaru v T
January but the car is set up for dry conditions 1mp5re7a put him on an even keel. However, the L RECe

SO 1trcloesn t handle nearly as well. That’s what Sprongls have been besieged by mechanical
rally’s about though. You go as fast as you can  , oplems this year and the two have had few

on what you've got.” 2% " 2 g
! < pportunities to go head-to-head.
McGeer and co-driver Mark Williams, who McGeer said the Sprongls are expected to

took ];lé iSh'fl plaiﬁ this Y‘;-‘ar after Sdhehi‘l};k thf: have their car ready for Tall Pines.
year off to have the couple’s second child, too 2
i <ty i h ) goin. B et st s e Pab N ish | RUECHTE rzdes into record
two main competitors, Frank Sprongl and },5,1d be quite an exciting race.”
book with career night

Sylvain Vincent were both knocked out of the - —By Herb Garbutt, staff writer
race, there was nothing to lose.
cton’s Trevor Ritchie enhanced his reputation as a
money driver with a record-setting performance on
riday.

. “With those two gone there was no pressure
I With the richest program in Canadian harness racing history
on the line in the Breeders Crown Championships at Mohawk
Racetrack, Ritchie had a career night with three victories. That tied
John Campbell’s record, set in 1991.

“As far as money wins go (Campbell) is the greatest driver to
ever get behind a horse,” said Ritchie, who earlier this year won
the Hambletonian at Meadowlands Racetrack in East Rutherford,
N.]J. “To have my name alongside his is quite an honor.”

Ritchie wasted little time getting started. In the opening race he
drove Syrinx Hanover to an impressive victory in the two-year-
old filly trot final. Syrinx Hanover led wire-to-wire and finished in
a Canadian record time of 1:55.3. Second was Spellbound
Hanover, driven by Campbell who by the end of the night would
be sharing his nine-year-old record with Ritchie.

It was Ritchie’s first career Breeders Crown victory in seven
| starts. But there would be more to come.

In the fourth race, for two-year-old colt trotters, Ritchie brought
Banker Hall from the back of the pack to pass CJs Secret in the
stretch for a half-length victory.

“I was considerably further back than I wanted to be,” Ritchie
said. “That’s the worst start ever since I've been driving that horse
but but there’s nothing you can do about it. You just hope to get in
the lane and get a good kick.”

Ritchie completed the hat-trick with Aviano in the sixth of the
eight Breeders Crown races. As he did with Banker Hall, Ritchie

See RITCHIE, pg. 30
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Tom McGeer, right, and
co-driver Mark Williams L Sl
won the Rallye Inter-
national de Charlevoix to [
wrap up the overall
Canadian Rally Champ-
ionship. The win was the
fourth of the year in six
races for McGeer. It was
also McGeer’s fourth
national rally title, and his
first since 1993, ending a
six-year reign by Frank
and Dan Sprongl. The
race will air on TSN on
Saturday at 11 a.m.
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The Toyota Value Sized Event on N ow! _<OOEM
A-PACKAGE N Dl

+ tax ' e SU/100km (51 mp s P . seatnane

per month for 48 *60/40 split rear seat 2§ CD, intermittent wiper &

months. Lease *AM/FM stereo remote mirrors
:;Ehédﬁ freight & e1.5 l':.:: VVT-i engine 7 |
| ; s 3npite X ALL FOR JUST
with*1375 down “ﬂﬂ'::‘;.‘t’;':;‘;"‘_.‘:‘“._. . ’ $10.00 / MO. MORE
mr Voted
GEORGETOWN TOYOTA SALES | h oo
15 MOUNTAINVIEW RD. N., - GEORGETOWN 877-2296 Tor. 874-4276  “apistr  “port
WEBSITE at www.haltonhills.com/toyota or E-MAIL at toyota@aztec-net.com -"""& Pealership

MSRP $14,315
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*Based on 48 mos. walkaway lease. First payment, security deposit due on delivery. *Based on 96,000 km additional charge of $0.07 if applicabie on 2001 Echo.



