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Mental Health Clinic facing funding crisis regional councillors told

igns of drastic underfunding are

showing at the North Halton

Mental Health Clinic, regional
councillors heard at its regular meeting,
recently.

But, requests for increased funding
from the Ministry of Health have been
denied for two years running.

Most recently, Halton asked for
$732,000 for the clinic’s 2000-2001 budget.

It currently receives $517,000.

The additional cash would have
brought three more front-line therapists
to the clinic, which is 100 per cent
Ministry-funded and serves Halton Hills
and Milton.

The clinic handles about 800 cases per
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At Sears, we are big enough to

year, a number which could soar as
growth hits Milton. ~

But the plumped-up budget was
denied.

“Nothing has frustrated me more over
the past 10 years than dealing with the
ministry on this issue,” said Halton’s
Medical Officer of Health Dr. Bob Nosal.
“There is less funding and less full-time
equivalents than there were 10 years ago.”

Currently there are about five full-time
therapists and four hourly psychiatrists
working in the clinic.

And for the past two years, the psychi-
atrists have accepted a 60 per cent pay cut
for the month of March— a situation they
say can’t happen again.
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KENMORE® DAYS

But the workload isn’t easing, and the
coffers are empty, said Nosal.

Currently the clinic’s staff-patient ratio,
which should ideally be at about 1:30, is
1:70 instead. And a two-month waiting
list is in effect.

According to Nosal, the province con-
tends it has already sunk millions of dol-
lars into Halton’s health care.

‘But that money hasn’t eased the
crunch at the clinic, he said.

“We're expected to pick up all the
rest,” said Nosal. “With the dollars we’ve
been given now, that’s just not possible.”

And there are other costs to deal with.

“That clinic needs furniture, it needs
computers,” said Nosal. To cope, Halton

have what you want...

ALL KENMORE MAJOR APPLIANCES, VACUUMS & SEWING MACHINES ARE ON SALE
‘ALL ON SALE’ PRICES START MONDAY, OCTOBER 23 AND END SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2000
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Kenmore 18-cu. ft. refrigerator

2 full-width shelves-and 2 door shelves.
#60841. Sears reg. 949.99.
Available in White-on-White and Black-on-White

2% Profile

e T R el
L

o e S

ve *250 ..

Kenmore Super Capacity
Laundry team

Washer has combination 2-speed motor. #47662.
Sears reg. 729.99. §99.99
Dryer has Wrinkle Guard® feature. #88662.
Sears reg. 599.99. 479.99
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Kenmore Special Edition
canister vacuum. 2 chrome
wands. Ergo designed handle.
#20600. Sears reg. 699.99.

399%
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Kenmore dishwasher.
Features 4 wash cycles and
Soil Settler™ wash system.

#77319.
Sears reg. 499.99.

USE YOUR

MischemAid

Locally
owned and
operated by

Joan Wilfong
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sears carD AND GET DOUBLE SEARS CLUB POINTS o AL keNVORE MAJIOR APPLIZ

Kenmore Ultra Wash dishwasher.
Features Ultra Wash system
and direct water feed. #15632.
Sears reg. 779.99.

999%

Also available in Bisque and Black

Now
Save $220

Kenmore easy-clean range
Features lift-up cooktop and electronic timer.
#59091. Sears reg. 719.99.

Also available in White-on-White and self-clean;
both extra
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save 0 on team

I Kenmore washer.

Triple Action agitator. #20912.
Sears reg. 899.99. 677.99
Kenmore dryer.
Wrinkle Guard Ill feature. #60882.
Sears reg. 579.99. 447.99
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Use your Sears Card and get double Sears Club points on all Kenmore major appliances, vacuums and sewing machines. On approved credit.
Offer does not apply to deferral fees, maintenance agreement, delivery or installation charges. Excludes Catalogue purchases.

Offer ends Saturday, November 11, 2000. Ask for details

Registered trademark of KitchenAid USA. KitchenAid Canade licensee in Canada

Brand

central.

THE BRANDS YOU WANT
AT THE STORE YOU TRUST®

Visit our website at www.sears.ca

11 MOUNTAINVIEW RD.,
GEORGETOWN

905-877-5172

Sears Dealer Store Hours:
Mon.-Wed. 9:30-6:00

Thurs. & Fri. 9:30-9:00
Sat. 9:30-6:00 Sun. 12:00-4:00

Copyright 2000, Sears Canada Inc.
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staff have even advised running a deficit
at the clinic.

Halton Hills Regional Councillor John
Day wondered if the province could be
put on notice of the situation while the
clinic runs a deficit.

And he asked that other agencies be
brought in to lobby the province for help.

Mental health clinics in other areas are
also suffering from a critical cash short-
age, acknowledged Halton CAO Brent
Marshall.

“It’s a generic problem and I know the
pressure’s on,”” he said.

He asked for time to approach organi-
zations such as the Associations of
Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) to

gauge its concern about the issue.

At its meeting, council voted to
bring the issue to the next Regional
Mayors and Chairs meeting, and to
schedule a meeting with the min-
istry to lobby for funding”

“The intent is to seek additional
support,” said Day.

AMO is - currently sorting
through funding issues in a host of
areas, said Oakville Mayor and
AMO president Ann Mulvale.

“We're trying to re-define who
pays for what,” she said. “Currently
we're funding the responsibilities of
other levels of government here.”

A rush for clinic services is the
inevitable fallout of years of govern-
ment policies, said Halton”Chair
Joyce Savoline.

“There has been almost 20 years of
de-institutionalization policies,” she
said. “This is partly a result of that.”

—By Irene Gentle, special

Lf you think
baby boomers have
too Much, you're right.
In the next decade 1 in 4

will have diabetes.
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Diabetes

STOP the epidemic

Optometrist
Offers Halloween
Safety Tips

Halloween takes place during Eye
Health Canada Month, and optometrists are
taking this opportunity to offer parents some
eye and vision advice to help ensure chil-
dren are kept safe and healthy during the
festivities.

Unfortunately, Halloween accidents are
common. "A dark setting, dark costumes,
masks that obstruct vision, and children run-
ning around excitedly at parties or during
trick-or-treating - these factors often set a
dangerous stage.’

The Canadian Association of
Optometrists recommends that parents
encourage their children to wear makeup
instead of masks, and to ensure that cos-
tumes are well marked with reflective tape.
Also, younger children should always be
accompanied by an older sibling or an adult,
and be encouraged to return home early.
Sending children out with bright flashlights is
another excellent way to ensure both that
kids can see and be seen, particularly by
motorists.

In the selection of Halloween makeup,
care should be taken to use non-allergenic,
water-soluble products, and to use caution
during removal. A gentle cold cream or eye
makeup remover product, free of dyes or
perfumes should be gently swabbed over
and below the lids.

Happy Halloween
Dr. Caroline Teske, Optometrist
99 Sinclair Ave. #310 Georgetown
702-1616




