Thus 1s the time to winterize
your home’s yard and garden

ith winter around the

corner, now- is the

time to get your gar-
den ready for spring.

In addition to raking the leaves
and cleaning up the garden beds,
this is when you need to plant
tulips, daffodils and other spring
bulbs. This is also the time to pro-
tect your lawn and plants from
the chilly nap they will be taking
over the winter. Some fertilizing
and soil preparation will also
save you time and extra work
come spring.

Cleaning up

Cleaning up your garden not
only makes it look tidier, it pro-
motes healthy soil and thriving
plants in spring.

e Rake fallen leaves from the
lawn— these can smother grass as
they get wet and mat down,
encouraging disease and pest
problems in the spring

e Sprinkle a bit of fertilizer
over some of the leaves and till
these into the soil to enrich it
come spring

® Keep your lawn short as win-
ter approaches to ensure it does-
n’t mat down

e Remove and dispose of all
plant debris that has been dis-
eased or attacked by pests— this
will discourage overwintering of
insect eggs and plant disease
organisms

° Toss only plant debris that is
disease- and pest-free into your
compost

e If you haven’t done so in at
least five years, have your soil
tested for pH and fertilizer needs.
The best time to add sulphur or
lime to the soil to adjust its pH is
NOw. |

Feed your lawn

Fertilizing your lawn in late
fall promotes healthy root growth
and builds food reserves.
Although top growth has
stopped, roots will keep growing
at temperatures above 0 degrees
Celsius.

Protect your perennials

Perennials can be damaged by
severe cold and freeze/thaw

cycles. Ones that you have recent-

ly planted, or that are marginally
hardy in your area, need special
care. In areas where temperatures
drop below 0 degrees Celsius, it’s
not a bad idea to mulch all peren-
nials. You may also want to want
until spring to cut them back

since the dead foliage helps trap

snow, protecting plants over the
winter.

In late fall, cover perennials
with a loose mulch of hay, straw
or evergreen boughs. Leaves are
not recommended because they
become matted when wet and
won't trap air to properly insulate
the soil. Remove mulch gradually
In spring as the weather warms
up.

Save your shrubs

Some plants need more than
root protection over the winter,
while others thrive on neglect.
You’ll known which ones need
more pampering by their appear-
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ance in the spring. Foliage, for
example, on some evergreens
such as yew, hemlock, and rhodo-
dendrons, is prone to browning
or bleaching from winter sun and
windburn. Some sprays are avail-
able to coat sensitive foliage and
prevent winter burn.

The following tips also help:

° Thoroughly water the soil
before the ground freezes— ever-
greens lose moisture through
their foliage all winter

* Use burlap or similar materi-
al to form an open-top barrier
around sensitive shrubs that will
protect them while letting air and
light through

* Prop evergreen boughs
against or over shrubs to protect
them from wind and sun and to
catch more snow.

Plant spring bulbs early

Tullp, daffodil, and other
spring bulbs should be planted
early in the fall to give their roots
a chance to develop. Mix some
bonemeal around their bases to
give root growth a boost.

Look around your entrance,
walkway, driveway and other
outdoor areas for empty spaces
where colour is needed or would
be welcome from an indoor view.
Plant bulbs in these areas and
watch your home come alive in
spring. Here are a few tips:

° Plant bulbs as soon as possi-
ble after buying

° Bulbs are planted pointed
side up, three times as deep as
they are high

° For the best effect, group or
cluster the bulbs in various
areas— group in uneven numbers
of three to 15
Bring some of your garden indoors

As the cold, gray days of win-
ter set in, you can still enjoy some
of the color and pleasure of your
garden by bringing a piece of it
indoors.

Annuals such as geraniums

‘and begonias and many herbs can

be placed in plots and brought
indoors. Be sure to take the fol-
lowing precautions before doing
S0: |

e Remove any dead or yellow
foliage

° Examine the plants carefully
for any pests that might infest
your indoor plants

e Wash the outdoor plants
down with soap and water and
give them a good rinse. This will

get rid of dust along with spiders

and other insects.

* Introduce the plants to their
new indoor environment gradual-
ly— bring them in for several
hours a day to start with.

 If you must move the plants

‘indoors fast because of frost, pro-

vide a <onsistent source of light
and place the pots on a dish of
gravel mixed with water to pro-
vide steady moisture.

This article is provided by
local realtors and the Ontario
Real Estate Association for the
benefit of consumers in the real
estate market.
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Realty
(Halton) Corp.

Member of both Brampton & Guelph District Real Estate Boards

Located ]UEt Nerth ef Ealllnafed yeu wnII flnd thIS Ieuely 5 bedree-m
(3+2) bungalow with spectacular cherry wood kitchen, finished
recreation room with lots of room for the pool table and more. Virtual
tour http://x33949.remax-bluesprings-on.com. Renée Chabassol*
1-888-656-4348.

= | welcome! 3 bedroom,
| 2 washroom home

| with great eat-in
& | kitchen adjoining the
4 living room. Main floor
i laundry. ‘Reneée
{ Chabassol  1-888-
| 656- 4348

5 uf yesteryear and today’
9 - Hardwooc

_.;.;.;._-_"__'f fireplace. Call Renée Chabassol
g 1-868-656-4348.

BUILDING LOT

on Daytoot Drive in Georgetown. Close to schools, shOppmg and GO.
Give me a call to see which builder can help you build your dream
home. Renée Chabassol* 1-888-656-4348.

READY TO NEGOTIATE

Then call me regarding this excellent business
opportunity in the village of Rockwood. Pepe the Purple
Pig is looking for a new owner. Renée Chabassol* 1-888-
656-4348.

Pour servige en frangais, communiquez avec

Renée Chabassol

Sales Representative

(519) 856-4348

or (888) 656-4348
GUELPH - ROCKWOOD - ACTON

Renee Chabassei
Sales Representative

THE VlLLAGE OF GLEN WILLIAMS
. % 5194 900

Dﬁers this great 2 bedroom, 2 bathroom board & batten home set on
a mature 58" x 246’ lot. Central air, sun room, double detached
garage also included. Virtual tour http://1p3463. remax-blueeprlngs-
on.com. Renee Chabassol* 1-888-656-4348.

YOU'VE EARNED THE PRESTIGE

updated home set on a 90' x 127

" beautifully landscaped property with

wne s o] Special features. Finished lower level

e with beamed ceilings and master

4 bedroom with 4 pc. ensuite. The

kitchen is centrally located on the upper

@5 level with 3 bedrooms and 3 pc. e

i Sa81 washroom with claw foot tub. Virtual

i kad four hitp://1p0486.remax-bluesprings-

¥. - %9 on.com. Renée Chabassol 1-888-656-
e ] 4348.

33’ x 132" lot. Zoned
¢ fresidential
/commercial Flenée

| Live upstairs and rent
1 | the downstairs to a well
| established real estate
| office. Gentrally located
i in  Rockwood. Call
4 Renée Chabassol* for

~ .y details.  1-888-656-




