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Students walk out
over literacy test

Continued from pg. 1

who would refuse once the ministry announced the
tests would not count this year.

“They have legitimate concerns and made some
valid points but obviously we're directed by the min-
ister to carry out the testing,” Rupka said. “They need
to look at this as a learning experience and the minis-
ter will provide feedback based on the results. They're
good kids but they feel very strongly about this issue,
Kids, especially that age, want to know, how does it
benefit them?”

He said teachers had relayed to him some com-
ments students had made during preparatory work,
so the walkout did not come as a surprise.

Rupka said the students won’t be disciplined.
Students were asked not to interfere with the testing
and they complied, Rupka said. The school did call
the parents of the students on the second day of test-
ing, informing them of their child’s decision and ask-
ing them to keep them at home during the testing.

The students said Wednesday’s demonstration was
to show their disapproval but also to raise awareness
about the testing.

“Obviously Mike Harris isn’t going to see us out
here today, but unless we do something— writing let-
ters or taking a stand— we won't get our message
across,” DaSilva said.

Testing was being conducted across the province on
Wednesday and Thursday. Acton High School princi-
pal Greg MacPherson said the school received permis-
sion to postpone the tests until next Wednesday
because of the recent train accident that claimed the
lives of three high school students from Acton.

—By Herb Garbutt, staff writer

Plates taken from dealership

Incorrect information provided by Halton Regional
Police Service regarding a theft at Georgetown
Chrysler appeared in the Wednesday, October 11
Independent & Free Press.

According to police only a set of licence plates was
stolen.
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