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Black Friday: Avro project’s death affected hundreds here

came over the public address sys-
temat A.V. Roe, where Kilby had
worked for close to 10 years. The
contract for the Avro Arrow

had been canceled by the
Canadian government.

van Kilby had just

bought a new house
on Elmore Dr. in Acton.
He and his wife, Jean, had good
paying jobs. They worked N
together, making commuting to
and from work economical. Things
were looking good.
Then came
February 20, 1959.
A.V. Roe employee Ian Cass of \
Georgetown described the day in the \
Georgetown Herald.

Black Friday—

they were still shocked when it hap-
pened. Kilby said the realization
really didn’t hit until two weeks later
when he returned to the plant and
saw the aircraft being cut apart.

"l don’t think anyone actually
realized it could happen
when you’re work-
Ing on something
like that,” Kilby
said. “It was
one of the
best prod-

ucts 1n

Georgetown and 244 in Acton. The
Georgetown Herald’s editorial in the
Feb. 25 issue described the impact.

“The grim side of the picture is
that today we have 500 to 600 resi-
dents unemployed—something
which has never happened before in
our town'’s history.”

The Acton Free Press described
the aftermath of the Arrow cancella-
tion.

“Local industries have been
swamped with enquiries this week
from Avro workers seeking jobs as a

“(It) started like any other N R T T % the air result of the general close down last
workday—none of us had any 5 &*w: EERRRE A % ever Friday at Malton” reported the Acton

idea that a few hours later, we
would be unwilling participants
in an event which has no

parallel in e
Canadian his-
fory. - I

any of us

were . concerned

that morning, it was concern over
such things as whether the car would
start after the bitterly cold night
before....None of us considered the
possibility of being unemployed
within a few hours.”

Before noon, an announcement

Effective  immediately,
employees were out of work.
“Everyone just stood around. It
was just disbelief,” he said.
There had been rumors of the
Arrow’s cancellation for months but
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Among those applying was Kilby.
About six weeks after, he found a job
at Micro Plastics Ltd. Two years later,
he was recalled to Orenda Engines, a
division of A.V. Roe, and

B RN e
. ‘.h Y, . 2 q __.. _ — _:'_ " _
(ECETRE T A L@ ~ worked there until he
oy

retired.
“I was one of the for-
. tunate ones,” he
= said.
[t brought a lot of pride
to the people working there.”
Many of those employees lived
locally, between 500 and 600 in

'x

—By Herb Garbutt, staff writer
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A QUIET SANCTUARY
|| This handsome three bedroom brick bungalow is beautifully placed in a
- J wonderful woodland setting amidst mature hardwood forest and two ponds. The
i ] driveway is long, winding and tree-lined. Privacy allows the owner to appreciate
- || the beauty of the changing seasons and the visiting wildlife. The comfortable
 f| home has Iarﬁa rooms, a kitchen with brick fireplace, living room with floor to

ceiling stone fireplace and walkouts to a deck and flagstone patio. Call Larry
. || Barnstaple* 905-877-1237 or 905-874-3051.
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T2 .. m_ g 1 5319,900. Immaculate 3 or 4 bdrm with Irg addition on exceptional one

acre lot with mature trees, landscaped gardens & manicured lawns, lots
of upgrades, great rm, with woodstove & walkouts, Irg insulated 2 car gar,
| fin lower level, newer kit with bleached oak cabinet & walkout, close to
S e Tl 407, 401 and GO Train. Call Larry Barnstaple* 905-874-3051 or 519-
e mf o~ = = ]833-9578 HOW-00

s
i ELEGANT - OLD ENGLISH!!
| Style charm and character combined with all the modern conveniences. Heated
- || ledge stone floor on most of main level, sunken dining rm and library rm.
. | Vaulted ceilings windows with Transom windows, expansive fam. kt. with maple

v § cabinets, two staircases 1o upper level, exceptional fam. rm. with 2 pc. main fl.
"=~} off plus guest bedrm with 4 pc. 4 car garage, beautiful treed lot with dry stone
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L i whﬁﬁ;ifﬁ,{ﬁﬁ# ' [ wallfence. Prime location close to “GO". Call Larry Barnstaple* 905-877-5211

- JLor 905-877-1237 or 519-833-9578. BOY-00
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~f Small bungalow on private treed lot. Stone log burning fireplace,

] loads of atmosphere on one third acre lot. Delightful interior. Walk

3% | o village store. Call Larry Barnstaple* at 905-877-521 1, 905-877-
| J§ 1237 or 519-833-9578.
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