Keeping you in the loo

Independent & Free Press, I focused on

one topic in order to bring awareness
and understanding about a particular issue.
This month’s column will be different
because I don’t have just one, but three
important items to tell you about.

First is Halton’s reaffirmation of the triple
A credit rating with Moody’s Investor
Service of New York. Achieving and retain-
Ing a triple A credit rating allows Halton
Region and the area municipalities to borrow
funds at the lowest possible interest rates.

In its annual rating review, Moody’s rec-
ognizes the region’s ability to.control debt
servicing costs even when faced with chal-
lenges posed by growth demands and the
shifting of several services from the
province. Our low debt level is because of
our extensive reliance on pay-as-you-go
financing. In the last five years, ending in
1998, over two-thirds of the region’s capital
financing was derived from reserve funds
and current revenues, and less than 10 per-
cent came from long-term debt proceeds.

Second is the Halton Region Health
Department’s 2000-2001 Universal Influenza
Immunization Program.

To help launch this program, I recently
rolled up my sleeve and got my annual flu
shot. Getting a flu shot is the best protection
against the flu, and it’s easier now more than
ever because flu shots are free for everyone
living in Ontario. The Health Department’s
flu clinics for people at higher risk of compli-
cations from flu are planned for October,
with clinics for everyone else in November
and December. The clinics will be held
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throughout Halton including Georgetown
and Acton.

For more information call the Flu Info
Line at (905) 825-6158. For local calls from
Acton dial (519) 853-0501, and from
Georgetown dial (905) 878-8113.

Third is council’s recent approval of the
final Aquifer Management Plan, which has,
as its long-term goal, the security of the
groundwater and surface water resources in
Halton. This final plan includes a new com-
ponent involving discussions with rural
landowners on such things as options for
management and manure storage, for keep-
ing livestock away from watercourses and
for planning vegetation along riverbanks to
stop erosion. This new rural water quality
program will provide funding to landowners
to assist with implementing good manage-
ment practices to minimize agricultural cont-
amination threats to rural water resources.

As you can see, we've accomplished a lot
lately. While the three topics I wrote about
may appear to have no common link, they
do reaffirm Halton Region’s effective finan-
cial management and our dedication to offer-
Ing you top quality programs and services.
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Call 1-877-99Daffodil
or www.cancer.ca

Junetion
873-4166

P.A. Day Activities - Friday, October 6th
Drop-in 9:30 - 12:30 or Drop-off 1-4

Inc.

Pl

Supper Club is now every Friday
A different theme each week -
please call ahead for
reservations

Toddler Time has returned
Wednesday 9:30 - 11:30 a.m.
Activities geared to Toddlers

Host a Kid’s Only Party at Play Junction -
simply invite 6-10 friends and get 10% of sales
in free clothes while the children play for free
- please call for reservations

Special Rates for Customized
Corporate and Family
Christmas Parties
including food, crafts, loot bags
or a visit from Santa himself!
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including Freight & P.D.1.
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USE YOUR GM VISA POINTS HERE

iSaturn of Brampton
k .8046 Dixie Rd. (North of Steeles) 905-796-7960

ATURN- x DIFFERENT KIND of CoMPANY. A DIFFERENT KIND of CAR




