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Decide now

alton MPP Ted Chudleigh has thrown down
the gauntlet to trustees of the Halton District
School Board and we hope— but fear not—
they are up to the challenge.

Chudleigh gave the trustees an F for failing to close
almost empty schools in south Halton. Under current
funding rules, the provincial government will only
provide funding for new schools in growth areas until
the number of empty spaces in the older schools has
been eliminated.

Last spring, when given the option to close two
schools— one in Oakville and one in Burlington— the
board split the vote, leaving the schools open. That
despite the fact that closing these schools would have
paved the way for much needed provincial funding
for new schools— in particular, one in Georgetown
south.

‘Instead against all staff recommendations and to
appease a small, but vocal, group of parents, five
trustees voted to keep the schools open.

Then just a few months ago, when once again given
the option to close Fairfield School— which has only
69 students— trustees voted to keep it open.

Their logic for keeping this school open completely
escapes us. It's about time their knuckles are rapped.

Last spring we suggested these trustees were
incapable of making a decision to close schools and
perhaps this duty should be taken over by the
province. It seems someone was listening.

Chudleigh says he wants to change the funding
formula so schools like Fairfield must close. “If there’s
a need for a new school, I'd say take the option (to
close schools) away from the board,” said Chudleigh.

While we caution public input must always be part
of the equation, we agree changes are necessary.

More importantly, it’s time board chair Ethel
Gardiner takes charge and demand action from her
colleagues. If trustees can’t decide to close schools,
then the decision belongs in the hands of someone
who will.

Whoever makes the decision, it must be now.
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Ceremonies
are impressive

Dear editor,
In response to the What You
Said question of Nov.10, Are

schools doing enough to recognize
Remembrance Day?, please
permit me to say this.

As a veteran of the Second
World War, I have been privileged
to address six different schools
during their Remembrance Day
services, including several times at
Georgetown District High School.

I have always been impressed
with the manner in which these
services were conducted. The
opening addresses given by the
staff at each school was to the
point and meaningful.

Today, (Nov. 11) I took part in
the service at St. Brigid School,
along with Martin Boomsma, who
was the principle speaker. The
opening address by principal
Cynthia Tobin could be used as a
guide in any school.

I believe most schools make a
true effort to deliver the message
of what Remembrance Day

o Robert McMenemy,
Georgetown

Wrong P.M.

Dear editor,

To MPP Ted Chudleigh (Nov.
10 Independent & Free Press).

Prime Minister Louis St.
Laurent did not say that, “the 20th
century would belong to
Canada”— it was Sir Wilfrid
Laurier who said this at the turn
of the century. Please get your
facts straight, just as the rest of
your government needs to learn
to do. By the way, where’s Mr.
Harris lately? I'm sure and the rest
of the boys have got some dandy
declarations to make to “wisely”
lead the public into the 21st
century. Look out!

John Hansen, Acton

Letter of the day
School decision saddens mom

Dear editor,

As every year, | was pleased to see the children of Park Public
School at the Remembrance Day services. I know a lot of effort by
teachers is placed on teaching the importance of the event to our
children, and in Park’s case, physically getting everyone down to the
cenotaph. Unfortunately this effort and the impact of the presence of
these children on the veterans, was marred I believe by the children’s

 failure to join the adults in singing, God Save the Queen, the finale of

the service.

The service opens with the singing of O Canada, sung proudly by
all, young and old alike, but our children do not sing God Save the
Queen, simply because most do not know how. After the service I
happened to mention to Park’s principal how tragic I felt this was
only to be told that they could and would not teach the song in
school. -
God Save the Queen, completely regardless of any religious or
monarchist leanings, is a song of extreme cultural and historical
significance to all Canadians, and as such should be taught to our
children. We must teach our children that Canadians met the call to
war years before the Americans, mostly because we were a
Commonwealth country. Any feelings towards our present Royal
Family have absolutely nothing to do with this.

The fact that “God” is the first word in the song is also an issue of
contention. It shouldn’t be. I have no problem with asking my
children to sing a song entreating that “God” be that god we
personally believe in or the god the monarchy worships, aid our
monarch, both historically and today, to use their power of influence,
justly.

] As a mother of three children attending Park School, my sincere
apologies to all veterans. My children will be taught to sing proudly
next year (at home), in recognition of the sacrifices you made on our
behalf. When the call to war came from our government and our
monarchy, you went to pride to serve King and country.

Helen Marschall, Georgetown

; Our Readers Write 1

The Independent & Free Press welcomes letters to the
editor from our readers. All letters must be signed and
include an address and a daytime telephone number.
Letters may be edited for content or length and can be
mailed, delivered to our office address at 211
Armstrong Ave., Georgetown, Ont., L7G 4X5, faxed to
.us at (905) 873-0398 or e-mailed to:
independent.freepress @aztec-net.com




