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Some Remembrance Day origins

O\r::e again we approach that time
hen we assemble at Cenotaphs to
celebrate Remembrance Day.

[ researched Remembrance Day for a differ-
ent angle for this column, finding some inter-
esting background to the day.

In a press package from Veterans Affairs
Canada, I pored over facts and figures, which I
found very enlightening.

Originally called Armistice Day, it was held
November 11, 1919, to commemorate the sign-
ing of the Armistice, a year before, Nov. 11,
1918, marking the end of the First World War .

The Armistice was signed at 11 a.m., that
day, hence “the eleventh hour of the eleventh
day of the eleventh month.” The tradition sur-
vives, as we hold a minute’s silence at 11 a.m.

From 1923 to 1931, Armistice Day was held
on the Monday of the week in which Nov. 11
fell, but in 1931, MP Allan Neil introduced a bill
to hold it on a fixed day— Nov.11 was chosen.

In addition, the bill changed the name from
Armistice to Remembrance Day, with the first
actual ‘Remembrance Day’ celebrated in 1931.

When I was younger, Remembrance Day
was a school holiday, as everyone assembled at
Cenotaphs to remember. It was the late 50s and
early 60s, and memories of lost brothers, hus-
bands and sons were still vivid in the minds of
those left behind— it had been a scant 10 to 15
years since the Second World War, and much
less for those who fought in Korea.

I wondered how many died.

From 1914 to 1918, when Canada’s popula-
tion was only a few million, 620,000 men and
women served in the First World War. Of
those, 66,000, more than 10 per cent died in the
muddy trenches.

In September 1939, the Canadian Armed
Forces had 58,000 men and women volunteer-

ing for action in the Second World War, and
Canadian soldiers formed the main assault
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force at Dieppe— 900 were killed and 2,000
were taken prisoner.

Canada’s troops were in full force on D-Day,
with 14,000 soldiers facing the machine guns at
Normandy. By the end of the war in 1945, more
than a million Canadian soldiers had taken
part, with 45,000 of them dying in the process.
In the Korean conflict, 26,000 saw action, with
1,500 of them killed.

The most recognized symbol is the poppy.

First noticed during the Napoleonic Wars,
poppies bloomed over the graves of soldiers.

And100 years later, they flourished in
Flanders Fields, and were immortalized by
Guelph soldier and poet John McCrae, with his
1915 poem, “In Flanders Fields.”

In 1920, Mme. E. Guérin of France discovered
Moina Michael wearing a poppy (inspired by
McCrae’s poem) during a visit to the U.5. Guerin
resolved to use itas a ﬁmd—ralser for First World
War veterans and orphans in Europe.

It was adopted by the British Legion and
Canada’s Great War Veterans Association (now
the Royal Canadian Legion) in 1921, making it
the universal symbol it is today.

Researching facts is interesting, but knowing
the background is only part of it. Making an
effort to attend services is equally important.

Because, by doing so, we show respect for
all our veterans— both living and dead.

And most of all, remember why we're there.

DOWNTOWN SPA & RELAXATION CENTRE

Georgetown's Only Unisex Aesthetic/Fitness Spa
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How mucl)*i?

How often?
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Invites you to our

OPEN HOUSE

Saturday Nov. 13™

9am - 4 pm

Join us for Christmas Treats, Hot Apple Cider
& a Guided Tour of our Facility.

@ | ENTER OUR DRAW for Spa Day
to be drawn at 4:00 p.m. by
~ Mayor Marilyn Serjeantson

GIFT IDEAS

{Gift Certificates

R ol 3 _ for Spa,
eAestheticians ®Massage Therapist . S
¢ eHair Stylist *Skin Care Representative Dance/Fitness Studio
K eReflexologist eDance/Fitness Instructor Aromatherapy
& \ will be on hand for Free Treatments Body & Bath Products

ﬂet it !

1-888-334-9769

WwWw.paguide.com
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YO UR FIRST APPOINTMENT Wi TH WA YNE
OUR HAIR STYLIST IS 1/2 PRICE.

36 Main Street South, Georgetown

(905) 873-4907 Fax: 873-7357

www,aztec-net.com/~flamingo
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Super Select

FOOD MARKETS
68 Main St. N., Moore Park Plaza - 873-2572
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MEA'I' SPEGIALS

BONELESS TOP STRIPLOIN or
SIRLOIN STEAK RIB EYE STEAK

CORNED BLACK
BEEF o .
RDAST BEEF wy IR F OREST H AM

PASTRAHI
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APPLES

RED DELICIOUS
GRANNY SMITH
ROYAL GALA
GOLDEN DELICIOUS
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PRODUCT
OF

4 SALAD DRESSING
2 Assorted Varieties

E.D. SMITH

TRIPLE

OCEAN SPRAY
CRANBERRY
COCKTAIL

CHAPMANS
ICE CREAM

SIFTO TABLE SALT...... 99‘ (" uc)
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Pltk Up Every Tuesday 10 am - 11 am

also Grotery Delwerles avallable. Pleasecll s forinf.




