Betty Fox keeps her son’s dream alive [ Run for Terry Sept. 19

Continued from pg. 1 _-
He died in June 1981 and as of

February of that year his hope to

raise $1 from every Canadian was
- realized when the Terry Fox
Marathon of Hope fund totalled
$24.17 million.

She said she reluctantly left a job -

she loved to become involved in the
Terry Fox Run, and later the Terry
Fox Foundation, when it was decid-
ed a family member needed to par-
ticipate.

“I really believe the run would

have been exploited. If we hadn't
been there I totally believe the run
wouldn’t be here today because
something would have happened.”
She said Terry, who was the fami-
ly comedian and a big tease, was

diagnosed with ostegenic sarcoma

(bone cancer) during his first year in
university after experiencing pain in
“his right knee for some time. Despite
his parents’ urging, Terry wouldn’t
see a doctor until the pain was
excruciating.

“I believe Terry could be here
today if he went to a doctor months
earlier,” she said urging audience
members to have mammograms,
pap smears and PSA tests because it
could save their lives. -

When Terry was told he had a

malignant tumor below the knee

and they would have to amputate

Fox said he cried and cursed. |
“He said, ‘I'll have to try harder

than I ever have before because I'm

Frr

not ready to leave this world.
The night before his Ie_g was
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amputated a former high school

coach of Terry’s sparked the notion

in him he could run on his artificial
leg after showing him a story about

a man with an artificial leg who ran
the New York marathon.

It was in a B.C. clinic he saw there
wasn’t enough being done for cancer
patients. He also began reading up
on cancer and discovered there was-

n’t much money going toward can-
cer research. That’s when he decided

if he could run, he’d run and raise

_money for cancer research. -
After 16 months of chemﬂﬂ"terepy,

Betty said her son was weak and had
to work hard to regain his strength.
Two years after his leg was amputated
he began training for 15 months, run-

ning every day for 101 days until he
_cnuld run 23 miles a day.

Desplte his parents” protests, he

continued to train and in 1979 told

them he planned to run across
Canada to raise money for cancer
research. |

After earning sponsors for his run
he dipped his artificial leg in St.
John'’s harbor to begin his marathon
but by September 1, 1980 the cancer

_had spread to his lungs. He knew he
_needed to go to a hospital but he
“didn’t want to disappoint the people

who had lined the street outside of
Thunder Bay to cheer him on so he
ran until there was no one left then
asked his friend Doug Alward to
drive him to the hospital.

Fox said to date $225 million has
been raised in Terry’s name for can-
cerresearch.

—By Lisa Tallyn, staff writer

Betty Fex (left) visited the S|te of the Geergetewn Terry Fox Run at the

 Georgetown South Community Park and was shown the Tree of Hope

planted last year in honor of Terry Fox. On hand were Georgetown run
committee members (from left) Bonnie Covert, Annette Holman, Scott
Becksted, Halton Hills Mayor Marilyn Serjeantson, Mac McLean, Paul

Yates and run organizer Tom Wharton. -
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Terry Fox Runs will be held in both Aeten and

The Acton run will be held at Acton High
School. The official opening will be at 8 a.m. and
participants can run, walk or ride their bikes any-
time before 3 p.m.

Georgetown’s run will be held at Georgetown
South Community Park. It begins at 9:30 a.m. and '
continues until 2 p.m.

Pledge forms are available at banks, variety |
stores, credit unions and other locations and those,

pledges can simply make a donation at the run.
Last year Acton’s run raised $24,000 and the

Georgetown run raised EBS 967 for cancer

research.
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