Mmor Sports are chlld ) play

is month hundreds of thousands

I of youngsters will be taking to ice

rinks across the country to play
Canadians’ favorite game— hockey.

The ritual is Canadiana at its finest— a '

mother or father, chilled to the bone, sipping
lukewarm coffee in a old arena at some
ungodly hour while their offspring struggles
to skate from one length of the rink to the
other in pursuit of a piece of Vulcamzecl rub-
“ber. -

- Nothing illustrates Canada better than a
hockey rink at 7 a.m. in the dead of winter.

~ Recently, a hockey summit was held in
Toronto featuring officials, players, coaches,
managers, etc. from all levels of the sport to
take a look at what is right and wrong with
the game. While, no consensus was reached
(or expected), the summit was designed to

| be the first step at correcting whatever pmb--

lems ail hockey.

And while this wasn’t intended to be a
finger-pointing exercise, I can’t help but
agree with the view of some summit atten-

dees that parents— hockey moms and dads

if you will— are the biggest pmblem in
minor hockey today.

While I do not have any hmckey—playmg
kids of my own, I spent all of the 80’s cover-
ing minor sports and saw, far too often, the
kind of behavior some parents are capable
of.

I've seen fathers have to be restrained from
trying to get at referees, mothers using lan-
guage that would make a longshoreman
blush in describing an Gpposmg eight-year-
old player and parents cuffing their kid across
the head after a game for missing a pass.

- There is no doubt the vast majority of par-

ents are there for the child’s benefit and for

one reason only— to see their youngster has
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fun. These parents don’t have visions of their

kid being the next Wayne Gretzky. They

don't foresee a life of luxury because their
boy has a booming slapshot.

The bad parents are without a doubt the
minority, but, that minority seems to grow
each year— and not just in hm:key, but in all
minor sports.’

I look back on my own minor hnckey

'days with fondness.

Every Saturday morning my father
would drive me to rink then take up resi-

dence against a pillar at the far corner of the

arena. For an hour I would try to keep my

ankles from dragging on the ice while he

would silently watch from above.
Not once did he criticize me (I was usual-

ly the worst kid on the team) or tell me to |

skate harder or position myself better. He'd

- simply listen and nod as I replayed the game

for him on the drive home.

Looking back I think he was the perfect
hockey parent— never critical, always sup-
portive. Perhaps the reason he was a good
hockey dad was because he didn’t particu-
larly like hockey and didn’t know enough
about the game to pass comment.

And perhaps that’s what minor sports |

needs: fewer parents who thmk they know
what's gﬂmg on..
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United Way of Halton Hills

INFORMATION BULLETIN

" THE CANADIAN NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR THE
BLIND (CNIB) HALTON/PEEL DISTRICT

The Canadian National Institute for the Blind:is a private, voluntary, not-for-profit
organization providing rehabilitation and library services to blind, visually 1mpa1red and
deafblind persons across Canada. The CNIB is celebratmg its 82nd Anniversary.

CNIB s service strategy has one primary goal to empower penple who are blind and

: visually impaired to participate fully in a sighted world. CNIB services are designed to
~meet the changing needs of three major client groups: children, working age aduil:s and

EEDIDI'S

~ The CNIB provides seven core service: Counsellmg and Referral which provide
support and consultation to blind, wsually Impalred or deafblind persons and their
families, to assist in their adjustment to vision loss, in addition to ensuring the client
accesses the necessary services through appropriate referrals: Library Services which
ensures that blind and print disabled Canadians have equal access to alternative formates
for culture, education and lifelong learning; Orientation and Mobility which assets
persons to (re) establish safe, independent travel skills; Rehabilitation Teaching which

assists persons to achieve therr maximum potential in developing or redeveloping their

skills of daily living necessary for independence; Vision Rehabilitation assists visually
impaired people maximize the use of their residual vision and promote the prevention of
vision loss; Career Counselling provides a wide range of vocational, employment and
business related services and programs; and Technical Aids provides consultants and
demonstrations of a variety of high and low tech devices. These devices vary from SImpIe
needle threaders to cnmputers with voice nutput etc.

These services wc«rk together in a delicate balance to ensure the client is uffered
services that meet their needs and allow the 1ndw1dual to be independent and integrate -
into their own communities.

As for March 1999, the CNIB is currently sewmg 1056 clients in the region of
Halton. Of this total 87 clients live in Halton Hills. For more information regarding this

group please call (905) 275-5332 or Toll-free (888) 275-5332.

The Canadian National Institute for the Blind (CNIB) Halton/Peel District is one
of 19 agencies funded in part by the United Way of Halton Hills. Please look for our
fundrmsmg campaign in the fall and give genernusly |

The cost of the above information bulletin was kindly donated by

John A. Gibson, Chartered Accauntant

10 Mountainview Rd. S
873-0996

S-PIN BOWI.ING ISA SOCIAI. & RECREA‘I'IONAI. SPORT THAT CAN BE TAKEN 'I'O A
VERY COMPETITIVE LEVEL, IT TEACHES CHILDREN INTER-ACTIVE SOCIAL SKILLS AS

WEI.I. AS ‘I'EAM RESPONSIBII.I'I'IES. ITS AFFORDABI.E & MOST OF ALL, ITSFUNNN !

DI\IISIONS

_ ALL AGES AS OF DEC. 31ST, 1999 |
SMURFS - AGES2TO5 ||
PEEWEES - AGES5TO 7
BANTAMS - AGES 7 TO 10
JUNIORS - AGES 10 TO 14
SENIORS - AGES 14 TO 18

ON THE commrw! LEVEL THERE IS THE FOUR-STEPS-TO-STARDOM TOURNAMENT
LOCAL ROUND, ZONE ROUND, PROVINCIAL ROUND & NATIONAL ROUND

AI.I. PARTICI PANTS

ARE REGISTERED WITH THE
' YOUTH BOWLING COUNCIL
OF CANADA

| AND ARE GIVEN INSTRUCTION
BY MEMBERS OF THE MASTER
BOWLERS ASSC. OF CANADA

.I 'I'OURNAMEN'I'S

- ALL TOURNAMENTS ARE VOLUNTARY
l 1 BEAT MY COACH
FAMILY TWOSOME
| BEAT MY AVERAGE

"~ BRING A FRIEND
| AND MANY MORE ...

ALL PAR'I'ICIPAN‘I'S ARE ELIGIBLE FOR WEEKLY; MONTHLY AND YEARI.Y AWARDS.
 THERE IS A YEAR END FUN AND AWARDS DAY.

Al.l. lEAGUES START RlGl‘lT
0 _N (519) 853-0470

10 MAIN STREETY NORTH

ACTON

PROPRIETORS - OWNERS |
DALENE & GORD LABOMBARD

AI-"I'ER LABOUR DAV I-'OR INI-'O OR 'I'O REGIS‘I‘ER PI.EASE CALL

(905) '311-9922

12 MOUNTAINVIEW SOUTH
| GEORG E‘I'OWN
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