* Specializing in your insurance
replacement needs

* Free customer pick-up and return
* Daily, week-end and weekly rates
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CAR AND TRUCK RENTALS

354 Guelph 8t, Georgetown
(908) 8731828
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odge Cab pickup

JAKE'S AUTO CLEAN

572 Main Street, Glen Williams
(Beside Arno's Yolkswagen)

*Servicing Georgetown
& Halton Hills

*Pick Up & Delivery Available
Please phone for appointments & all details

LA i wiE| =

definitely has a presence on the road

by Rob Beintema
Special to the Independent/Free Press

Presence.

It’s almost impossible to describe the qualities of any
vehicle in just one word but if I had to sum up the charac-
teristics of the 1999 Dodge Ram, then yes, I'd say it has
presence.

Size, styling, power and the intangibles of the Dodge
Ram legacy make it the kind of full-size pickup truck that
just seems to fill up your rear view mirror.

The big rig styling makeover of the ‘94 model year revo-
lutionized truck design and set the styling trend for almost
all of the pickups of today. And last year, while other man-
ufacturers were wrestling a third door into their pickups,
Chrysler, again, went one better, introducing the 98 Quad
(Cab, a four-door extended cab version.

The Dodge Ram comes in a wide variety of sizes,

DON'T GET STEAMED UP!

strengths and configurations. Regular Cab, Quad Cab and
Club Cab models offer seating for 2 to 6 passengers.
Standard or automatic, 4x2 or 4x4. Three weight classes,
1500, 2500 and 3500 models, allow you to pick the truck to
match your payload. And you can weigh those demands
against a list of five different powerplants.

Regular Cab models start with the base 3.9 L 175 hp V.
Two V8s are offered, a 5.2 L that makes 230 horses and a 5.9
L rated at 245 hp @ 4000 rpm. The top-of-the-line 8.0 L
Magnum V10 squeezes out an extra 10 horses for ‘99, to a
new top end of 310 hp. For maximum workhorse grunt, an
all-new 5.9 L. Cummins Turbo Diesel makes 235 hp and an
impressive 460 lb-ft of torque.

My “99 tester was a 1500 Quad Cab 4X4 model powered
by the brawny 5.9 L V8, strutting on 16” alloy wheels and
wrapped in ominous black. But the Dodge Ram is an
impressive truck in any color and handsome from any
angle. The big nosed, Kenworth-styled design still works, is

Have your vehicle inspected
for worry free summer travel

still pleasing to the eye.

The good looks carry over into the interior, where the
combinations of room, soft-touch ergonomics and overall
excellence of fit and finish make for a very livable cabin
space. _

“Each year, as the full-size pickup becomes a more
accepted part of the mainstream vehicle mix, the demands
it must fulfill become greater,” said Jim Julow, General
Manager of the Dodge Division. “It must be stylish, passen-
ger-friendly and as comfortable as it is capable.”

And comfortable, it is. Front bench seating is roomy.
This is one of those rare vehicles where I don't feel the need
to move the seat all the way back. Which is just as well
because fitting adults in the rear seat does require some
move-up compromise from front seat occupants. Extended
cabs are meant for occasional passengers and require some
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JAKES AUTO
SERVICE LTD.

5 Armstrong Ave.,
Georgetown

877-63353




