Fair board fears end 1s near for fall fair

eorgetown Agricultural

Society (GAS) is finally talk-

ing and has told Halton Hills
council that its March decision to allow
Kinsmen Girls Softball League to play
at the Fairgrounds on fair weekend will
put the fair in jeopardy.

Traditionally both GAS and the ball
club have shared the Fairgrounds dur-
ing fair weekend— the second week-
end in September. The two organiza-
tions reached an impasse in negotia-
tions to settle sharing issues and the
town— put in the middle— was forced
to make a decision. An original staff
decision gave GAS exclusive rights to
the park during fair weekend but that
was overturned by council in March
and the ball club was given four dia-
monds to use for their day of champs
on fair weekend.

GAS was silent on the issue during
the council deliberations.

However council’s decision has sent
GAS and this year’s fair into turmoil,
say four GAS spokespersons at a recent
council meeting.

‘GAS will not be able to set up its
education tent now that its location has
been given to the ball club, and has
already cancelled its school program
for more than 400 children, which is
held in the tent. GAS maintained its
insistence the education tent cannot be
simply moved, as the Kinsmen ball

We're Over

club suggested, to any other location
because it requires security, lighting,
water and hydro, and fire access. It
could face flooding in another location,
said Austin Carpenter, GAS secretary-
freasurer.

GAS vice-president Barb Wanless
said her group must shoulder part of
the blame for the crisis c1tmg their fail-
ure to com- s
municate
the impor-
tance of the
fair, and the
critical is-
sues they
face in put-
ting it on
each year.
She added
GAS failed

to commu-
nicate how much the fair board
depends on gate revenues and that free
passes to Kinsmen ball players and one
family member amounts to almost
$4,000 annually in lost gate revenues.
She added the loss of the school pro-
gram will seriously affect revenues
from sponsorships as well as thousands
of dollars from key attractions due to
the use of the diamonds by the ball
club. -

Carpenter said the fair board has
already spent most of its reserve fund

committing to attractions, and if the fair
gets rained out this year, it could mean
the end of the organization.

“We are personally saddened and
dispirited that this situation has gone so
far and we know our own silence is
partly to blame,” said Wanless. “We
should have taken more time to com-
municate how the growth of our fair
will impact on the ball games and how
important the safety issue has been
from the outset. We must ensure we do
not allow such a vacuum to occur
again.”

Wanless said talks should begin
again with new faces around the bar-

gaining table.
While Kinsmen Club president Dan

Breznicar endorsed Wanless’ sugges-
tion of new faces, he said his organiza-
tion still supported council’s decision.
Jim Ford, commissioner of the Kinsmen
Girls Softball League, was on the agen-
da to speak, but chose not to respond.

Jeff Nurse, GAS past president, said
GAS is locked into the second weekend
of September due to surrounding fairs
and the CNE. He said the original staff
decision was based on common sense.

Nurse, however, did say GAS is
willing to discuss a change in location
for the fair. That aspect has not been
discussed before.

Council took no action on GAS’s
presentations.
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Gallery & Framing Centre
348 GUELPH ST. GEORGETOWN 905 877-7491

ART EFFECTS
GALLERY

presents
An unforgettable face
in the Shadows...

"TIGER AT DUSK"
By Robert Bateman

Mothers Day, Fathers Day, Weddings.
Pictures make great gifts!

stocked!

Everythlng In the Stoelsreduced to sell!!

Tv SALES and
eWe SERVICE

14 WESLEYAN STREET

Downtown Georgetown Just off Main Street,
Closed Sundays

Phone 877-3405

| Dot Rely On Luck..buy your NEWTY,VCR & STEREO
| from a store that will deliver, setup and service it!
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