Choose healthy plant foods

Continued from pg. 8

Manure improves soil texture and
organic matter, and organic matter is the
“stamina” of the soil, improving its abili-
ty to hold nutrients and water. Manure is
often low (as a percentage of weight) in
the essential nutrients that plants need.
Composted manure (which has been
cured in rows and reached an internal
temperature of 60° Celsius to kill harm-
ful organisms and weed seeds) is also an
excellent soil conditioner.

Compost recycles organic matter from
your kitchen and garden back into the
soil. Using compost will improve the
quality of your soil, but its plant nutrient
content is limited, usually containing one
percent each of nitrogen, phosphorous
and potash as a percentage of its weight.

Fertilizers are applied to improve a
soil’s fertility and to ensure that the
proper nutrients are available in the
amounts necessary for the plants you are
growing.

Organic fertilizers are available from
many lawn and garden centres. The
available plant nutrients in these formu-
lations (again, as a percentage of product
weight) are lower than in conventional
fertilizer and may not be enough to sup-
port plants with high nutrient needs,
such as corn and other garden vegeta-
bles. It takes longer for the soil microbes
to break organic fertilizers down into a
form usable for plants, and the microbes
become active only at temperatures
above 16° Celsius. It may take more than
one growing season for plants to access
the nutrients in an organic fertilizer.
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ALWAYS GLAD TO HELP

Manufactured fertilizers are also made
from very down-to-earth sources. The
nitrogen in most commercial fertilizers
sold in Canada is extracted from the
atmosphere. The manufacturing process
traps it in a form that we can apply.
Beneficial soil bacteria make it available
to plants, and through the plants, the
nitrogen is returned to the ecosystem.

.The two other ingredients in fertilizer
are  phosphorus and potash.
Phosphorous, the fossilized remains of
ancient marine life, is mined in Florida
and North Carolina, and potash (which
provides potassium) is mined from natu-
rally occurring mineral deposits in
Saskatchewan and New Brunswick.
These natural elements are processed in a
form that makes the nutrients accessible
and available to growing plants.

Many lawn fertilizers also offer the
advantage of slow-release nitrogen, and
the best granular lawn fertilizers have
the highest percentages of nitrogen in a
slow-release form. These formulations
allow consistent nutrient release over a
period of six weeks without risk of burn-
ing the plant.

No one source of fertilizer is more “nat-
ural” than any other, nor is it of any differ-
ent value to the plant. An effective fertiliz-
er will provide the essential plant nutri-
ents of nitrogen, phosphorus and potassi-
um in a form that is easily available to the
plant and in the optimal proportion.

—By Don Gayford

Turf and Garden Committee
The Fertilizer Institute

of Ontario Inc.
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ONE LESS THING TO WORRY ABOUT.
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5 Year Parts & Labour
10 Year Compressor Warranty

106 Guelph St.
Georgetown, Ont.

%05 877-6931

AIR CONDITIONERS

*200% OFF

*Expires May 14th, 1999

PLUS

No Payment
for 90 Days

OR

Monthly Payment
Plans Available
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BRAMDON RENOUVATIONS

For all your renovation needs.

For Exterior Renovations
Specializing in Windows,
Siding, Soffits &
Eavestrough

Ack For Gerry
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ALWAYS THE BEST BUILT - NOW THE BEST BUY.

Hard-working lawn tractors.

e4 MODELS — 13HP, 14HP, 15.5HP, AND 16 HP
«FOOT-CONTROLLED HYDROSTATIC DRIVE
(14HP-16HP MODELS)

Bs  *STANDARD MOWING DECK INCLUDED

SYANVA S

ON IN-STOCK
MERCHANDISE

*300.00
= Expires Apnl 28th

OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT

61 Guelph St., Georgetown (Across from High School) 877-0314
WE SERVICE ALL MAKES

Planting a tree, shrub or vine can provide benefits greatly out-

L& ZPN) weighing the cost. Well-planned landscaping can not only pro-
9‘% vide energy savings, but also can increase the beauty and

% value of your home.
# Planting trees that lose their leaves on the southern and western sides of your

home provides summer shading to cool your home, lowering summer cooling costs.  pSia
In winter these same trees will allow the sun to shine in to provide natural light and " ]
warmth into your home. '
Planting trees that lose their leaves on the southern and western sides of your home provides
summer shading to cool your home, lowering summer cooling costs. In winter these same trees
will allow the sun to shine in to provide natural light and warmth into your home.

Planting evergreen shrubs and trees on the northern and western sides of your home creates a
natural winter windbreak, cutting winter heating costs.

Shading your air conditioning unit not only

saves energy, but helps lengthen the life of the unit. The

shade provided by a tree or shrub cases the strain on an

air conditioner unit. Just be sure not to block the air circu-

lation necessary to run the machine efficiently.

Vines are another quick and beautiful energy saver.

_* , D Deciduous vines provide quick-growing shade on the walls

X "k A . of your home. Consult a professional landscaper to help
P R\ &F [0XEyou choose the right vine. Studies show landscaping can

Lo 5> also improve the resale value of your home and reduce
noise pollution.

Remember, before beginning a landscaping project, call us to

__ () find out if there are underground lines you need to avoid. Also,
¢=L =¥ don't plant tall growing trees under power lines.

¢~ For energy savings, beauty and noise reduction, nothing beats

LANDSCAPE WITH CARE
»Call before you dig. Your utility can tell you the location of any underground lines.
*Don't plant tall-growing trees under power lines. If you have a tree with power
lines running through it don't climb it or build any thing in it
Call if the tree needs trimming.
*Keep bush shrubs away from your meter.

ALTON
ILLS

853-3701]
YDRO

Direct Line to Customer Service




