Regional taxes coming down
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“There’s a lot of crystal balling in num-
bers like that because there’s a lot of vari-
ability,” said regional senior policy co-ordi-
nator Rob Rossini. “The numbers are subject
to change.” ‘

Another wild card is the pooling cost of
subsidized housing, social assistance and
property tax assessment.

Halton is now expected to chip in for
GTA-wide expenses in these areas.

Even a one per cent change in pooling
costs could throw the $180 million regional
budget off by $865,000, said Rinaldo.

This may also be the last good news bud-
get for a while, said Rossini.

Staff estimated that the 2000 and 2001
budgets would show increases of about two
per cent per year.

That would be to cover costs such as GO
Transit and improvements to regional roads
(Hwy.) 5 and 25.

Though a provincial reinvestment in
~.ambulances and public health allowed
Halton staff to carve out a 5.4 per cent
reduction in the regional portion of the tax
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bill, some of that decrease was chipped
away by increases in the police services por-
tion of the bill.

Taxpayers will be dinged by a 4.8 per cent
increase in police taxes in 1999, thanks in
part to changes in community reinvestment
fund (CRF) grants.

The grants were doled out to regions and
municipalities to help them cope with
downloading costs.

Reassuming 50 per cent of ambulance and
public health costs triggered a recalculation
of CRF grants. J

“Halton saved over $6 million with public
health and ambulances alone, but with CRF
losses, it comes out to be $5 million,” said
Rinaldo.

Overall, the owner of a $185,000 home
can expect to shell out a total of $1,088 in
regional property taxes for 1999.

That’s broken down to $269 for police ser-
vices and $819 per year for regional expens-
es.

The preliminary budget will likely be pre-
sented to council for approval Wednesday.

—By Irene Gentle, special
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