Dr Death or a savior?

some he is Dr. Death, to others he

I is a savior. Today, Dr. Jack

Kevorkian is a convicted murderer

who, at 71, is expected to serve the next 10-
25 years in a Michigan prison.

From what I've read of Kevorkian over
the past decade— a decade in which he
claims to have conducted more than 130
assisted suicides— two very distinct images
have emerged: He is both an eccentric and
compassionate man.

Judge Jessica Cooper, however, felt other-
wise.

Kevorkian injected Thomas Youk, a 52-
year-old victim of Lou Gehrig's disease with
a lethal dose of chemicals at Youk’s request.
It was for the second degree “murder” of
Youk, who was wheelchair-bound, could
barely move his arms or legs, and was afraid
of choking to death on his own saliva, that
Kevorkian was convicted.

Youk’s wife, Melody, was allowed to
speak at Kevorkian’s sentencing hearing and
she did not consider the doctor the monster
Judge Cooper obviously did.

“My husband had come to the end of his
life as he chose to view it,” she said. “He was
not depressed, he was not a victim. He
requested Dr. Kevorkian’s help and was
grateful for it.”

Her husband, who once raced cars, was
reduced to a state where he could control
only the thumb and two fingers on his left
hand and was afraid that, eventually, he
would be unable to activate Kevorkian’s
“suicide machine”— the device which the
doctor had supplied to previous patients.

Kevorkian had been brought before the
courts on assisting suicide charges four
times previously and those cases ended in
three acquittals and one mistrial. This time,
however, he took a direct hand in a patient’s
death and had the audacity to provide
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videotape of it to 60 Minutes.

It was not the fact Kevorkian helped a
man end his unbearable suffering that seems
to have bothered both the prosecutors and
the judge in this case, but the fact he had
dared to boldly challenge current law.

Cooper, at the doctor’s sentencing,
warned Kevorkian the courts were no place
for social or political campaigns and said,

“You had the audacity to go on national tele- |

vision, show the world what you did and
dare the legal system to stop you. Well, sir,
consider yourself stop-ped.”

Interestingly, a spokesperson for the anti-
euthanasia group Not Dead Yet, said follow-
ing the verdict, “At last the disabled will be
safe from Kevorkian and will have equal
protection of the law.”

To hear her speak, it sounds as if
Kevorkian was scouring hospitals looking for
dying people to inject. In fact, it was terminal-
ly ill patients who sought Kevorkian’s help.

[t amazes me our society encourages us to
show compassion towards terminally ill ani-
mals and yet dying human beings are
denied the right to a death with dignity. A
death of their choosing, without pain and
suffering.

The euthanasia issue will not disappear
with the incarceration of Dr. Kevorkian nor

should it. I sincerely hope someone else will
be able to follow the path he has blazed.
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Propane or Natural Gas...We install Gas Lines
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“Your Neighbourhood Union Energy Dealer”

Fireplace, Heating & Air Conditioning Contractors
30 years of Quality Service to the Halton Community.
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118 GUELPH ST., GEORGETOWN
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Hours: Monday -Thursday 9-5; Friday 10-7; Saturday 11-4; Closed Sunday
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5777 HALTON HURRICANES AA!/
T "‘;‘i;"'\ Spring Tryout Sessions

h-_,j‘i' L-;rH ICANE
4 ALL TRYOUTS TO BE HELD AT
Y. BRAMPTON SPORTS FACILITY
7575 KENNEDY RD. SOUTH

TEAM DATE TIME COACH
MINOR NOVICE Mon. Apr. 19 6:00 p.m. J. Paige
NOVICE Mon. Apr. 19 6:15 p.m. C. Wells
MINOR ATOM Mon. Apr. 19 7:15 p.m. [. Dunbar
ATOM Mon. Apr. 19 7:30 p.m. P. Larose
MIN. PEEWEE Tue. Apr. 20 7:25 p.m. J. McLeod
PEEWEE Tue. Apr. 20 7:40 p.m. G. Leblanc
MIN. BANTAM Mon. Apr. 19 8:30 p.m. M. Quincey
BANTAM Mon. Apr. 19 8:45 p.m. D. Syvret
MIDGET TO BE ADVISED J. Peffers

FIVE TRYOUTS BOOKED PER TEAM

Cost: MIN. NOVICE/NOVICE $10./tryout

MIN. ATOM/ATOM $10./tryout
MIN. PEEWEE/PEEWEE $11./tryout
MIN. BANTAM/BANTAM $12./tryout

BORROWING CAN BE THIS COMFORTABLE.

39% CashBack. That’s what we give you
when you give us your mortgage business:

| Clear. And to the point.
That’s the message behind our
| 3% CashBack Mortgage.

Get a mortgage with a
competitive interest rate from
Canada Trust. Then we'll
deposit 3% of your mortgage
principal, in cash, into your

Simple? Absolutely. Helpful?
We think so. And it’s an offer |
supported, as always, by the
Canada Trust tradition of
knowledgeable, professional,
personal service that walks you
through the mortgage process
step-by-step.

In an age of increasingly
impersonal banking, it’s

account upon closing. On a
$150,000 mortgage that’s
$4,500 to use however you
wish. And there’s no
upper limit.

reassuring to know that
borrowing can be this
comfortable.
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' The sky’s the limit on our 3% CashBack Mortgage.
So talk to us about one today.

CALL 1 '800'387'8551

VISIT A CANADA TRUST BRANCH OR CHECK OUT www.canadatrust.com

== Ld CanadaTrust —

*Some conditions apply, ask for details. Offer can be changed at any nme, without notice.




