Canadians love their decks

ur love affair with decks is very

nderstandable. Decks allow us

to maximize our outdoor life.

Decks expand our house size at a lower

cost. Decks can help us take advantage of

views, or protect our privacy. Decks

reduce the amount of grass we have to cut.

Decks are a great place for the barbecue,
pets, kids and construction problems.

Wood rot, water leaks and slippery
surfaces are but a few of the more common
deck problems. Poor choice of materials
and poor construction practices tend to
make decks a source of constant repair and
problems. But new materials and
techniques allow the construction of decks
which can be regarded as permanent
structures with minimal maintenance.

Wooden decks have become more
popular than ever with the intro-duction
of pressure-treated lumber. Pressure-
treated lumber is impreg-nated with
various types of salts which prevent wood
~decay. This type of lumber is available in
various grades, from lumber that can be in
contact with the ground to appearance-
trade lumber which can be used for the
most visible portion of the structure.

The use of pressure-treated lumber by
itself is not enough to guarantee the
quality of the deck. Well-built decks are
characterized by the following:

A deck may not need a found-ation
as hefty as that of a house, but it does need
a good foundation. The best foundations

for decks tend to be poured concrete
footings with metal post saddles. Small
decks or those low to the ground can be
built on concrete pier blocks.

e If the deck is fastened to the house, it
must be flashed in a way that will prevent
water entry to the house. Nails and other
fasteners, as well as flashing, joist hangers
and hardware must be resistant to water
and weather. Under normal conditions,
hot-dipped galvanized material is a good
choice. If your deck is near saltwater, you
may want to use stainless steel.

 Some pressure-treated lumber has
the capacity of withstanding soil contact
for 40 years and more, but it will most
likely last longer if it is kept out of the soil.

e Pressure-treated lumber will tend to
crack if not coated with a water sealer. The
sealer should be applied at the time of
construction, and every three years.

* Decks built with non-pressure-treated
lumber, including decks built with cedar,
require periodic treatment with a wood
preservative. Old-growth cedar, “heart-
wood” lumber, has a relatively high
resistance to rot. But most of the cedar we
find in the lumberyard is relatively young
“sapwood” and will start to rot in a few
years unless it is treated at construction time
and every three to five years afterwards.
Even if you find and can afford top-quality
cedar, the application of a wood preservative
will help protect your investment, and a
quickly disappearing wood product.
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Service Dzrectory

GARAGE DOORS

GLASS/WINDOWS

R&R Company

Garage Doors - Electric Openers
Windows, Entrance Doors,
Storm Doors, Patio Doors

Sales, Service & Installation

Phone (519) 853-2114

Fax (519) 853-2122

PAVING

you since

1951

HALTON NORTH
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“Serving you and your area since 1951”
« RESIDENTIAL » COMMERCIAL
SEASONAL SPECIAL
10% OFF
ANY PAVING WORK
Georgetown 877-3878

Orangeville 941-3141
L1 Special Rates for Seniors |'

STARD

GLASS & MIRROR
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS

STORM AND PATIO DOORS

GENERAL GLASS REPAIRS

RICK (905) 877-2189
GEORGETOWN

MOBILE (905) 703-0606

BPL

VINYL AND ALUMINUM
THERMOPANE UNITS

RENOVATIONS &
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

* INTERIOR & EXTERIOR RENOVATIONS

* BASEMENTS
* KTICHENS & BATHROOMS
* WINDOWS & DOORS
= * FENCING & DECKS
* PAINTING

* DRYWALL

“Quality Workmanship Since 1987”
BRIAN LALANDE

(519) 853-2072

HOME IMPROVEMENTS IRONWORKS PAVING =

| George Toudin & Son]

PAINTING

PAINTING

DAVID S. NEWMAN

Tile Setting

(905) 877-47

FREFE ESTIMATES
Over 10 years experience

Painting & Plastering

77

locally owned & operated

Ornamental Ironworks

Interior & Exterior I
Railings, Fences, Gates, Screens

Custom Art Works

Interior & Exterior
Canvas, Walls, Ceilings, Fumniture

Tel: (519) 853-1616

R. LEE
PLUMB‘N INC.

* Custom Homes * Renovations
* Service & Repair Work * Water Treatment Systems
* Pump Installation & Repairs
20 Years. Experience
Master Plumber License
Well Contractor & Technician Licenses

519-833-2660 Toll Free 1-800-603-2660

Yeour authorized Jacuzzj dealer
Halton Hills; Erin; Hillsburgh; Caledon

/20

ey Trafalgar Paving
X7/ & Construction Inc.

Residential * Commercial * Industrial
Specializing In |
* Concrete Curbs * Driveways » Walkways
* Patios ¢ Interlock  Parking Lots
Mississauga: {m 896-0029
Georgetown: (905) 702-9616

PLUMBING RENOVATIONS

INTERIORS &
EXTERIORS
ADDITIONS &
RENOVATIONS
Specializing in
Bathroom Remodelling
Hot Tubs & Whirlpools

The One Stop
Renovation Specialist | .

Call Doug or Eileen

(519) 855-6201 (905) 703-1203

RENOVATIONS RENTALS REPAIRS ““somc_ B somna__|

STEVE

(905) 702-0029
Free Estimate

N

MASTER HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Everything for the Do-It-Yourselfer

334 Guelph St., Georgetown

Adams

GEORGETOWN
RENT-ALL

RENTALS +SALES *SERVICE
TOOLS +FITNESS EQUIPMENT

37y

877-0157

Weather Damage?
call... BUrghgraef Const.

Ceiling * Moldings « Wall » Floor
Water Damage * Repairs
Plastering * Stucco *Tile * Carpentry

rs. exp erience

877-0493

DELREX ALUMINUM
LIMITED
* Aluminum Siding * Storm Windows
» Soffits & Fascia & Doors
» Eavestroughing * Thermo-broker
* Awnings Replacement Windows

20 Year Warranty on Materials
5 Year Warranty on Workmanship
23 Years in Business!

VIATES 877-5383

FREE ESTH!
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Boucher & Sons
Aluminum Ltd.

SOFFIT & FASCIA
‘ SEAMLESS
ALcan EAVESTROUGH

DOOFIS & WINDOWS .
SELECTION OF COLOURS - FREE ESTIMATES -

877-8830

ree Services Inc:

FULLY INSURED

FREE ESTIMATES

Tree removals, Proper Pruning, Storm damage,

Hazardous limbs, and Rooffwall clearance.

DAVE SPENCER GEORGETOWN

905) 702-3456

L ONY, ‘ OVER 25 YEARS EXPERI-

ENCE
O W<

FULLY INSURED
TREE SERVICE FREE ESTIMATES

Certified Provincial Arborists

*HYDRO LINE CLEARING
* AERIAL BUCKET TRUCKS

*TREE TRIMMING » TREE REMOVAL
*HEDGE TRIMMING
*STUMP REMOVAL

877-8591

J.J. ELECTRONICS

Authorized Service
RGN

Center

Repairs To All Models
T.V.'s, Stereos, VCR's,
Video Cameras
Microwaves, Converters
and also sell used TV's, VCR's and

Free Estimates on Carry-In T.V. Repairs
360 GUELPH ST., UNIT 37, GEORGETOWN

(905) 873-1820

CALL US FOR A
FREE ESTIMATE (519)

Town & Country WINDOW CLEANING

SIDING - WINDOWS - EAVESTROUGH
Fully Insured & Bonded - 12 Years of Professional Experience

The Choice Is Clear!

853-5456




