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' ' . There’s a busy other world

at surface of green between Insects (millipedes, centipedes, ants,

your house and the curb may grubs, mites, slugs and snails) also

seem quiet and still, but there is inhabit the soil. These species feed mostly

an entire community of life in a healthy on decaying vegetation (although some

lawn. It is its own ecosystem, made up of Wwill consume living plants), and through

bacteria and insects such as earthworms, the process of their daily activities, help
mites, ants, millipedes, snails and grubs. aerate and fertilize the soil.

Some of the members of this Nematodes are small eel worms,
ecosystem (like earthworms, insects and usually a few millimeters to a centimetre
rodents) are large enough to see. Others, or two in length. The population of
the microorganisms, are invisible without nematodes per 1,000 square feet could
a microscope. There may be as many as vary from 4,000 to 20 million. The most
100 million to 15 billion microorganisms common type live on decaying organic
per spoonful of soil. In a 1,000-square- matter.
foot plot, you could find 70 pounds of Microscopic protozoa are the most
microorganisms. By combining the micro elementary form of animal life and are
with the visible organisms, you could the most plentiful of all fauna found in
have 200 to 450 pounds of living the soil. There could be from 300 million
organisms beneath your feet in this to one billion per pound of soil. They live
thousand-square-foot plot. on bacteria and, in turn, provide food for

The organic matter in the soil higher organisms. When the protozoa
(remnants of dead grass, leaves and consume bacteria, they convert the
applied compost) gives life to the soil nitrogen in those bacteria into a form that
because it serves as food for the plantscan use. |
microorganisms. As these lawn tenants Flora (Plant Species)
eat and expel waste, their activities enrich The roots of all larger plants (like grass
the soil. Their movements through the ~and trees) occupy the soil along with
soil improve the soil structure and helps microscopic forms of plant life. Tiny but

plant growth. mighty, these organisms change and
Fauna (Animal Species) digest the organic matter added to the

T s _ Earthworms stir up the soil, soil by the higher plants.
A~ . = improving aeration and the movement of There are billions of bacteria per

water into the soil. The average well- spoonful of soil. Some grow in the
established lawn has 20,000 worms per absence of organic matter, but the
1,000 square feet; these worms will eat majority of bacteria in the soil derive
undecomposed organic matter and their energy by decomposing organic
generate 40 pounds of worm castings a matter, and they require oxygen for
year. The castings are an important growth.
source of plant nutrients.

See YOUR, pg. 5

e RSN o ST e

SGCRATCH & SAVE

0% to S50% >N o h 3

Exclusive Colour Testers

What could inspire more
confidence than actually
trying the paint colour
on the wall? That’s the
idea behind our unique .
tintable testers, e, gl
offered exclusively ;
through Fuller-O’Brien
Premium dealers.
Available ready-

mixed or in tint

bases for 1200+

Colour Key selections.

PAINT NOW

GEORGETOWN STORE ONLY!
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RELAX LATER

be even better to know that they'll look
great in and on your home? That’s why we

have created Fuller-O’Brien® Premium —
our finest quality Interior and Exterior
finishes. Paint so good it’s warranted for as
long as you own your home.
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*Scratch & Save Ends Saturday April 17/99*
We're in Your Hometown & Ready to Help!

‘.\ Rebate of $10 for every

one gallon purchased
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| ohulerovien i || G ] e 211 Cuelph St .
e o k._I' the paint and paperape!pE Georgetown 873'0288 i

Mon. to Fri. 9 am - 9 pm/Saturday 9 am - 6 pm/Sunday 11 am - 4 pm i sl et
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Visit your local independent
St. Clair dealer and enter to win
1 0of 4 Ducane BBQ's!
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