Council chair urges board, teachers IR AlRRL

to reach contract ‘for the students’

By CLaupia D’Souza
Special

or the sake of the stu-

dents, a representative for

Halton’s five Catholic
high schools has urged the school
board and its teachers to return
to immediately return to the bar-
gaining table.

In the past 10 weeks, escalating
teacher’s work-to -rule sanctions
have left students with no extra-
curricular activities and lost
instructional time. At the root of
the dispute, is a Bill 160 require-
ment that teachers” workloads be
increased by 1,250 hours per
week. The board has interpreted
this to mean seven of eight peri-
ods must be taught.

Tuesday night, Bishop Reding
(Milton) school council chair,
Paul McDougall, a parent repre-
senting board-wide secondary
school council chairs, delivered
his message in a board room
packed with parents, teachers
and students.

“When you get to the end of
the rope, turn around, there’s a
whole length in front of you,” he
said. “Our purpose is not to take
one side over the other, but
rather to advise the board and its
teachers of our concerns and rec-
ommendations.”
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McDougall proposed re-start-
ing negotiations to end the “intol-
erable” situation and re-examine
difficulties from a fresh perspec-
tive. He advocated the creation of
a “creative log jam breaker,” a
panel with new and equal repre-
sentation from the Halton
Catholic District School Board
(HCDSB), the Ontario English
Catholic Teachers” Association
(OECTA) and school councils to
examine agreements reached in
the province.

A report by the panel to the
board and the teachers’ union
giving suggestions for an agree-
ment cross-referenced to negoti-
ated agreements should be deliv-
ered within 14 days and then be
presented to the full board and
both negotiating committees, he
said.

Students are suffering from
cancelled classes, no extra-curric-
ular activities and increasing ten-
sion within the schools,
McDougall stressed, and to bring
home his point, he introduced
student council presidents from
five area high schools.

“I represent a group of frus-
trated students,” said St. Thomas
Aquinas OAC student, James Ng.
“The school has been left in disar-
ray...with words like lock-outs
and work-to-rule whispered in
the halls every day.”

“Students can’t approach
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teachers, barriers have been put
in place and marks at all grades
are suffering,” added Chantel
Blattler, of St. Ignatius of Loyola.
“This is the third time in my five
years at this school that I've expe-
rienced this type of upheaval. I
want to get off this roller-coaster
ride. Time is critical.”

“Get over it, talk about it and
settle it,” advised Assumption’s
David Dowe. “You are ruining
the best years of our lives.”

Notre Dame’s Tia Duke argued
sports keeps students motivated
and skills gained via extra-curric-
ular activities have a huge impact
on student’s lives.

Matthew Rowe, of Bishop
Reding, pleaded with the board
to put aside differences and make
students its first priority.

In analyzing what has hap-
pened, McDougall believes the
education system’s experienced
too much change, too quickly,
which has, in effect, created con-
fusion among trustees, teachers,
parents and students.

“Over 600 classes have been
cancelled since Thanksgiving.
There’s been a loss of trust on
both sides. We want to keep stu-
dents in a positive learning envi-
ronment and we want a negotiat-
ed settlement, not arbitration,
and the re-introduction of extra-
curricular activities in a safe,
strife-free manner.”
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ALCOHOL BEER
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Limi! ane coupan per flem Limit Flmn:p:n vahd &t Halton Hils IGA ony from Senday, November 22
9. OUR COMPLIMENTS
COMPLIMENTS 2 PRODUCT
| IN OUR STORE
WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS tomatoun 4
COMPLIMENTS OF ... Halton Hills 2% JOOA
I ané coupon per fam. Limil wo coupans per family purchase This coupon valid af Hallon Hills IGA only hom  Sanday, November 22
wnbl closin ik i

28 1998 (Gaomelowr)
COUPON VALUE 50¢

with
coupon

with
coupon

ON ANY

e, OUR COMPLIMENTS
B> pRODUCT
' IN OUR STORE
WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS femetown o
COMPLINENYS OF = Haltoa Hills S22 001V
Limt oz coupon peritam. Limd mtgnﬁmmﬁu J]n-:::upmﬁda‘mf‘i‘lsﬂhmrm Sunday, Novamber 22

COUPON VALUE 50 Salurday  November 28, 1998 (Gaorgetown

ON ANY

\ IGA PRODUCT
IN OUR STORE
IGA FOR FRESHNESS QUALITY & VALUE

COUPON VALUE 50¢

- ON ANY
IGA PRODUCT
IN OUR STORE
IGA FOR FRESHNESS QUALITY & VALUE
Lumf one coupon per fem Ll wo coupons e famly purchase This coupon vabd at Hallan Hils 1GA onfy from Sunday, November 22

COUPON VALUE 50e unil dasng Satuay, November 26, 1988 (Georpelown)

: | 158 Guelph St.

% o Georgetown

HILLS
IGA HALTON HILLS IGA
STORE HOURS

Mon. - Fri. 8 am - 9pm Sat. 8 am - 7 pm
Sun. 9am - 6 pm

Thank You For Shopping IGA

® McDonald's

g




