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s | sat at my work station this week to

compose this column, I was faced with A

a nagging dilemma.

What could I say about Remembrance Day TED
that hadn’t been said a million times before?” ,
|  Over the years, I've written about local resi- B'T
dents who served overseas, and | once inter- |
viewed a First World War vet who could vividly

And it’s not that our veterans aren’t worthy

| recall the day the Armistice wassigned in 1918. —
Re-writing those columns seemed redundant. Ted Brown
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| of the praise and honor for their contribution to

cles on the beach, in a feeble and sometimes

the preservation of peace— God knows that’s futile attempt to avoid being hit.
the last thought in my mind. The noise level was brutal, with a constant
|  ButI’'m afraid my 40-something generation, barrage of machine gun fire and artillery, as they
and those even younger, have absolutely no idea  clawed through the bloodied water in an attempt .
of what our vets had to endure, simply because to make it to some sort of cover.
| we've lived in an insulated environment of I'll admit— that battle scene was an eye- 1
peace and freedom for so long. opener for me, and certainly elevated my pulse We Want To Move
: As a result, | fear we sometimes aren’t able to  rate. Anﬁd | was 51mpl_y a spectator at a movie. | U Our Wide Selection
ully grasp the gravity of their sacrifices, or | [ was there by choice, with the option of clos- |
imagine the stress and fear endured by those ing my eyes, covering my ears, or even walking
waiting back home for their return. out of the theatre, if the going got too rough.
In short, we're total strangers to war. Later that night, as I slept in the comfort of
[ have no idea of what it would be like in the ~ my bed, I awoke more than once seeing the
| middle of a battlefield. But this past summer, | image of those first three guys in the landing
may have had an inkling. craft, being cut in half by machine gun fire.
| saw a movie called Saving Private Ryan. It occurred to me that if viewing a movie like
|  The story centered around a group of U.S. that could wake me up in the middle of the night
troops landing at Omaha Beach on D-Day. with images going through my mind, how great
And it was bloody graphic. of an affect did it have on those who were actu-
Apparently, veterans experienced flashbacks ally there, facing the bullets, or watching their o e
after seeing the film, because it was so realistic. colleagues being blown to bits beside them? MAJESTIC. Geor: ge fown == \/ERMONT
In the film, a group of terrified soldiers were Our veterans didn’t have the option of being CSfirepiacas Owned and Opemted = | CAS TINGS
tossed about in a landing craft, vomiting from able to walk out of the theatre when the going 5'5? pm— ——
seasickness and shivering from unadulterated got rough. They had to fend for themselves, live
fear, as they prepared to land on the beach. by their wits, kill or be killed, and hope like hell
The ramp splashed down and the first three they made it through the next day. I
| men were slaughtered by machine gun fire from Miraculously, many did.
the bunkers on the cliffs above, before they could But every November, we must take time to
so much as take a step forward. remember those who weren’t so lucky— as well
Those who were lucky enough to make it to as those who returned with ever-present images
| shore crouched behind the narrow metal obsta- of their deaths seared in their minds.
And in doing so, never forget.
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