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Avoiding th

e didn’t believe for a minute that the
Halton District School Board was

seriously considering closing (amal-

gamating?) McKenzie-Smith Bennett (MS-B) and
Robert Little Public Schools in Acton.

However, since those two schools— Acton’s only
public elementary schools we might add— appeared
on a board closure and consolidation review list last
month, some Acton parents have, understandably,
been concerned. -

Thankfully, common sense appears to have ruled,
and a recommendation will be forwarded to the
committee studying school closures to keep both
schools open. -

According to Supermtendent of Education Al

Greyson, the Acton schools remained on the list until
this point because the committee needed clarification
on how the Ministry of Education would view MS-B
since the two schools were physically linked three
years ago and have been operating as one school.
Seems the committee was concerned the province
might still consider the school as two schools.

We're all for the province’s plan to eliminate waste

of space and to make better use of Ontario schools
but we’d like to think that Eerhaps the parents of
students attending these sc

spared some unnecessary anxiety if someone have
been able to decipher the bureaucratic mumbo-
jumbo a tad earlier. -

ools could have been
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Sponsors of
blitz dinners
thanked by
support group

Dear editor, |
Halton Hills Community

Support and Information

would like to thank the

following sponsors for

contributing to their United
Way Blitz Night Dinners held
October 5 in Acton and
October 6 in Georgetown:

Georgetown Seniors’
Centre, A & P, Belamy's
Restaurant, House of Buddha,
Jack Spratt Subs, KEC, Mr.
Sub, Pizza Delight, Pizza Hut,
Pizza Pizza, Tim Horton’s,
Godfather’s, Mr. Mugs/Pizza,
Manny’s Four Seasons
Restaurant, and Queen S -
Pizza.

We hosted a dinner for our
canvassers before they went
out into the community to
collect donations for Halton
Hills United Way.

We were very successful

: and appreciate the

communities’ support.

Rosslyn Dowell,

Acton

"~ Letter of the day

Council urges end to impasse
(This letter was originally sent to James Sherlock, chair of
the board of trustees for Halton Catholic District School Board,

and Joseph Pece, president of Ontario English Catholic
Teachers’ Association (OECTA) Halton secondary unit. A copy
was made available to The Independent & Prea Press fnr
publication.)

Dear sirs,

We are writing this letter to you as the parent representahves
of the Bishop Reding School Council, advocating for our school’s
students’ interests in this long and drawn out dispute. We feel
that it is our responsibility, on behalf of our children, to express
our utter disbelief at the unwillingness of both sides to find
common ground in order to put an end to this impasse.

Both sides claim to have the best interests of the students in
mind; yet to us, neither side is willing to compromise on any
issue fundamental only to themselves. Students not receiving
extra academic help from a teacher after class, the board not
making clear where the increase in funding received from the
government has been allotted, for example, do not denote'a
wholehearted concern for the students.

The lack of creativity on both sides in applying the provisions
of Bill 160 as they relate to the duties of educators, and the
intransigence in not appreciating the difficulties under which the
other side must operate within the provincial context have
effectively removed negotiations from what should be the main
point— what agreement can we come to in order that our _
consumers (students) can receive the best Catholic education we
can provide.

These students will be our decision-makers in the global
economy. Let’s show them another way to settle differences than
the “my way or the highway” approach. |

- Paul T. McDougali,
Chairperson, Bishop P.F. Reding
Catholic School Council

Our Readers Write

The Independent & Free Press welcomes letters to the
- editor from our readers. All letters must be signed and
include an address and a daytime telephone number.
Letters may be edited for content and length and can
be mailed, delivered to our office address at 211
Armstrong Ave., Georgetown, Ont., L7G 4X5, faxed to
us at (905) 873- 0398 or e-mailed to:
independent.freepress @aztec-net.com
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