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favorite time of the year. It's a time

to revel in the kaleidoscope of color
Mother Nature paints on the landscape.

And, while I can certainly appreciate the

Fmr many people, autumn is their

| vivid yellows, oranges and reds as the sun

bounces off a maple tree during this season,
that doesn’t mean I like cleaning up after
Mother Nature when her show is over.

In other words, I hate the mess she leaves

behind with all those dead leaves (Shouldn't

it be leafs?). |

While kids may love to frolic in large piles
of decaying vegetation (and that’s what
leaves are at this time of the year), I'm sure
many adults like myself find the entire exer-
cise of raking leaves a waste of time.

For years, I had to endure the autumn
mess of a large willow tree on our front
lawn. Thin leaves and branches from this 70-
foot monstrosity covered our lawn for most
of October and November no matter how
diligent wifey and I were at raking them up.

Two years ago we got smart and had the
willow tree chopped down (Note to any flan-
nel-wearing environmentalist thinking of
chaining themselves to my garage door in
protest: The tree was dying.) However, while
that has reduced the amount of leaves I have
to rake, it hasn’t enabled me to keep a leat-

free lawn. That’s because the leaves from my

neighbor’s rare white elm love to congregate
on my property. . |

Thankfully, I live in a area where the city
sucks up the leaves twice each fall as long as

you rake them to the edge of the road.

However, that doesn’t help much in the
backyard as I collect those leaves into an
oversized barbecue cover and then carry
them out to the roadside pile.

I tried ignoring the leaves on the lawn one

autumn but found that after a couple snow-
falls, then a thaw or two, there is an incredi-
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Bays and Bows

Tilt Double Hung

Horizo_ntal Tilt Slider

Autumn should leaf me alone
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bly soggy mess that tends to kill the grass.

I’ve considered investing in a leaf blower
but I just don’t think those things make life
any easier for an anti-gardener like me. I've
watched my neighbors use them and they
look like spastic cowboys trying to round up
a herd of stubborn cows. It also seems to take
them twice as long to get the leaves into one
pile as it would have if they raked them.

Last weekend, I decided to adopt another
approach to collecting the leaves: 1 ran the
damn things over with the lawnmower.

Well, let me tell you folks, this works just
fine. The lawnmower chews them up and
spits the leaves into the lawnmower bag. I
then emptied the lawnmower bag onto the
roadside pile. In 45 minutes I was done and
spent the better part of Sunday looking at
my gorgeous green, leaf-free lawn.

Even wifey was impressed, although after
I pulled her to the living room window for

the fifth time to look at my handiwork she |

was getting a bit annoyed.
However, her level of annoyance paled in

* comparison to mine the next morning when [

looked outside to marvel once again at the

front lawn and found it completely covered

in a fresh batch of leaves.

It seems I forgot the first rule of leaf-rak-
ing: Do not ignore the wind factor.
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BOOK
- SALE
'OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR THE FIFTH YEAR

Rodale Press and DDH Distribution Services are pleased to open
their doors to the public for their Fifth Annual Community Book Sale |
Featuring Fantastic Selections from Health, Cooking, Crafts,

Gardening, Sewing & Quilting
ALL FOR $10.00 OR LESS!!

" These books have retail values of up to $50.00!!
[2:¢ There will be over 100 titles such as ... Food and You, Practical
Problem Solver, The G_reen Pharmacy, Perennial All Stars,

to name but a few.

Spread the Word and Plan to Attend

 SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31ST FROM 9:00 AM TO 4:00 PM
* SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15T FROM 10:00 AM T0 2:00 PH

AT D.D.H. DISTRIBUTION SERVICES LTD.
96 ARMSTRONG AVE., GEORGETOWN

Cash and Personal chéques are acceptable but NOT credit cards can be honoured.

ALL SALES ARE FINAL AND BOOKS ARE SOLD AS IS.
= | QUANTITIES MAY BE LIMITED |
' (MAXIMUM 5 PER TITLE)

Rodale and D.D.H. Distribution are offering this as a Community

Service and a portion of the proceeds will be donated to various Local
~ Charities and Educational Institutions.
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GLASS & MIRROR |1
"REPLACEMENT WINDOWS |

~ VINYL&ALUMINUM
~ INSULATED SEALED UNITS

STORM & PATIO DOORS
~ GENERAL GLASS REPAIRS
'STORE FRONT - COMMERCIAL

Call Rick
877-2189

51 Seamless Eavestrough B & R RENOVATIONS - 873-6053
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5 and 6 Foot Patio Doors
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