‘Gastle, residents demand answers

- pumping station on environmental-

Continued from ﬁg. 1

The issue surrounds the Georgetown Estates lands located

on the Norval hill, bordered by Hall Rd. on the west, Hwy. 7 on
the north, Norval to the east and transversed by the west branch
of the Credit River and the environmentally sensitive area

(ESA), the Hungry Hollow valley lands.

In 1997, owner John Spina was given Ontario Municipal

Board (OMB) approval to build an 82-home subdivision (Phase

1) and this year, the OMB approved a 46-home subdivision

(Phase 2). In the Phase 1 agreement, Spina agreed to convey

more than 30 acres of valley lands to the town— in part to build

a trail system, with the understanding that should the need

arise, and with proper approvals, public servicing facilities may

be built there.
That was a “high risk” clause
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- Murphy. “The pump was built to accommodate development
on the other side of the creek in terms of the depth of the wet
well for the pump.” He said it will allow the station to service
the area on the other side of the creek without having to disturb
the creek and would eliminate the need for having to build a
second pumping station if there is development there. _

He said placing the station in the valley was approved by the
region’s Ecological and Environmental Advisory Committee,
CVC and OMB. “This process of locating the pumping station
was not something that was done lightly,” said Murphy.

~® Why was Gastle, as Trails Committee Chair, never notified
of a site plan proposal and why wasn’t the trail system includ-
ed on the plan? Murphy said the original design for the pump-
' ing station did not inlude a trail
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which staff did not make council
aware of, said Gastle. It was
believed by her and others on coun-
cil, she said, that building a sewage * |

On August 14, Flume Develop-

sponsible and

The site plan

system but after discussions it was
included. “The trail system can be
~accommodated in the valley
above the flood line,” said

Murphy.
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- s e ~hla? The location of the pumping sta-
ly sensitive lands could never hap- | UNacceptable.” tion in the valley bssidepvavy. 7
PelL. e ‘v - = Coundlor ~ cuts off the future Hungry Hollow -
Hutit e - Kathy Gastle trails from the newly opened .

ments, the subdivision’s builder
filed a site plan with planning staff

Willow Park Ecology Centre, said
Gastle, and a tremendous oppor-

for construction of a pump station

in valley lands and on August 24 town staff advised site plah

committee. In late August/September the Ministry of
Transportation gave Flume/Spina, a verbal commitment for a

entrance permit off Hwy. 7 into the valley lands as well as per-
mission to locate sewage pipes on its Hwy. 7 right-of-way. In-

early September, Flume was issued a Halton Region “halt
work” order after it was discovered— by a Norval resident—
that work was proceeding without proper regional permits.
Regional approval was given and on Sept. 16, the Credit Valley
Conservation (CVC) gave its okay to build the station. All that

remained was for the town’s site plan committee to approve a

site plan. That was done Sept. 28 and formalized by council on
Monday night. s

Gastle and the Norval Community Association, unhappy
with the process, which they claim began and ended in secrecy,
have a list of questions they want answered. : |

° Why was the location of a pumping station approved in
the valley lands— which they say is a CVC identified
Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA)?

On Tuesday Mary Bracken, a CVC planner, said the aréa
where the station is to be located is not considered an ESA by
CVC. She said sometime in the past it had been filled and was

already disturbed. According to Councillor Norm Elliott, the

town'’s representative on the CVC, the agency had no basis for
objecting to the application. -

* Why did the Region of Halton approve sewage capacity
for 36 additional units within Norval— without a development

application for the 36 units, without a Norval Secondary Plan,

and without notification of the public?
- Both Gastle and Bryant contend it’s because Halton Region
staff members were anticipating a future development applica-
tion by Spina to build on a smaller property within the Norval
hamlet, bordering the pumping station location. =
“The only reason the sewage pumping station is being locat-

ed where it is (in the valley) is to serve the future development
needs of Mr. Spina in Norval... If it wasn't for that, the pumping
station could be built anywhere on the tablelands (within Phase
1 and 2),” said Bryant. e |

~ “We're not trying to presuppose what approvals will be
given,” said David Huk, development coordinator for Halton
Region on Tuesday. He said the region realized there was a
potential in the future that those lands could be developed and

wanted to ensure there was enough flexibilty in the pumping

station’s capacity to accommodate that development.
Pat Murphy, manager of development review for Halton
Region, added development can be expected there because it is

part of the Norval hamlet area and the Ontario Municipal Board
~ approved development on that block of land. “It’s wrong to say

the pump was built to service (an additional) 36 units,” said

_"sit'eplan meetings of Sept. 14 and 28 — in effect approving the

Inside this smart casual, you'll find all the
easy-wearing aspects of a moccasin, combined

with memory foam, a roomy toe box, padded
tongue and breathable lining for the most

- ——————  tunity to create an uninterrupted
trail system in Halton Hills has been lost.

“The site plan process was irresponsible and unacceptable,”
said Gastle, who resigned her membership in protest.

At Monday’s meeting, council approved the minutes of the

site plan committee’s recommendations. As well council voted

to remove a holding provision from the zoning bylaw, once

Flume Developments Inc. conveys the valley/open space lands

to the town, executes a site plan agreement for the pump station
“and executes a town subdivision agreement.

All members of council voted for reports’ recommendations
except for Gastle and Ward 2 Councillor Kevin Kuiack who had
to declare a conflict of interest. Gastle immediately left the coun-
cil chambers after the vote was taken. No members of the public
were in the audience for the vote which was taken a few min-
utesafterllpm. ~ =

— By Cynthia Gamble and Lisﬂ Tﬂiﬁyn,' staff writers

Cases for a cure

As part of the annual Lions Club A Case For The
Cure beer bottle drive in aid of the Canadian
Diabetes Association, local Lions were out in full
force recently at the local Beer Store, to accept
donations of empties for the cause. Among those
lending a hand were (from left) Lion Doug Welden,
Lion president Jim Akers, Beer Store employee Zoe
Warner and Lion Glenn McKenzie. -
: = - ' Photo by Ted Brown

iy
L

1 T Jriver

TR e

-------
x < e Pt q- h e e R T wawpa e ot ol A L o ot Y T P
e T R R B L b= LD = S S e Bt p e i e e 2

........
....
. - .
B e e e Tt T Rl T T T L, B e R ey e e e e e o e e e e L T L
------------

e

BY
NAT

- JAMBOREE in Taupe, Navy, ¢
. or Black Leather Uppers 1.
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