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- Chief Campbell: Reflections of a cop’s cop

n a scant four months or so, Halton

police chief Peter Campbell will walk

out of his second floor office at head-
quarters and not leok back. He will be clos-
ing the door on 36 years of policing and tak-
ing on new challenges to fill his days. But,
while he is obviously content in his decision
not to continue as chief, Campbell, 55,
makes it known he is leaving behind a
rewarding career which started in 1962 after

. responding to an OPP advertisement.

“1 was only going to do it for a year,” he
said with a smile, “and then I was going
back to school.”

Sometime during that year, Campbel]
must have decided a future as a police offi-
cer was worth pursuing. It wasn’t until
1974— through an OPP sponsorship pro-
gram— that Campbell went back to school.
This time he received his Bachelor of
Commerce degree.

When Campbell agreed to be imter-
viewed for this story, he wanted to make
sure it reflected policing— its rewards, its
disappointments— and was not solely
about him. Campbell, while highly visible
in the community, has managed to keep his
private life private and even though he
answers all questions openly, one gets a
sense he would much rather be discussing
his beloved force than his retirement plans.

Yes, he spoke of exciting travel plans with
his wife of 30 years, Liz. And yes, he will be
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We wish to draw your attention to the foﬂowing in
our current "Fabulous 2- Week Sale” flyer

Page 8 - ORAL-B PLAQUE REMOVER, 99-2129-0
- The illustration is incorrect. This item includes only

one brush and does not include a storage tower.
Page 14 13" DRILL PRESS, 55-5911-2
_ The vise does not come with the dril press
as shown in the illustration.
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following in our current “1998 Catalogue”
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Jack & Jill Shower
Saturday Sept, 26, 8 pm
- at Georgetown Lions Hall

(Behind old arena)
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away from children.

Children are naturally
curious about fire.

Always keep matches and
lighters out of sight and
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keeping busy curl- B
ing, golfing and [
playing bridge. But |
you can see his [
thoughts are still
firmly entrenched
in Halton Police §
Service.
Campbell spe-
aks with pride
when he reflects on
the hours of com-
munity work po- oy
lice personnel give |~ | .
so freely to the var- |/ o 20 g
ious groups and |, "0
organizations| j 4
throughout Halton. &
“They  have P
enormous commit- |
ment to the com-
munity,” he said.
As an example, he talked of the Ontario
Special Olympics Spring Games held in
Burlington and Oakville this past spring.

He also spoke of the police officers who
took the initiative to set up a skateboard

park for youth in Oakville and are working

on doing the same in Georgetown. He
described the 550 members of Halton police
(410-420 are uniformed members) as people
who go beyond their line of duty to help
make Halton a better place in which to live.
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&l Halton is such a
#3 safe region makes
*= 1 it easier for the
= police to be so

s actively involved in
.| charitable projects.
While knocking

i on the wooden
1 table before him,
| Campbell said
| Halton has not had
| a homicide since
d May 1996. But,
| says the chief,
. | Halton is unique in
(1 that it has a special
| blend of key fac-

tors which keep it
... . distinct from other

HALTON POLICE CHIEF PETER CAMPBELL mmCIPahhes sim-

ilar in size, but with
more crime. From higher levels of education

and income to social services to topography,
Halton is “privileged”, said Campbell.

The positive numbers do have their
downside though. When Halton Regional
Police Services Board endorsed an 8.3-per-
cent budget hike in the spring there was an
audible gasp from Halton council. This was
a council bent on keeping taxes down and
looking for decreases, certainly not a hefty
hike. If the region’s crime rate per capita is

PLUMBING WAREHOUSE
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the lowest in Canada for municipalities of
more than 100,000, why were additional
officers needed?

But Campbell is as adamant now: as he
was at council when he says Halton police
is extremely lean in its staffing.

“I wish we could give them the answers

-they want,” the chief said of his critics.

Yes, the crime rate may be down, but
that isn’t what should be the only criteria,

Campbell explained.

“There is more to be considered than
dollars and cents.”

He said it has been a challenge to get
politicians to look at the “total package”
and compare Halton police to neighboring
communities.

The chief’s plea for money was not lost
on Halton regional chair Joyce Savoline.

“Halton has really been served well by
Peter Campbell,” Savoline said. “He truly
has the interest of the community at heart.”

She said the service has to continue to bal-
ance the needs and wants of a community.

5o what advice would Campbell have
for his replacement, who is expected to
known by mid-November? The outgoing
chief was thoughtful in his reply. He said it
is imperative he or she understand and get
to know the organization first.

“Learn its strengths before you muck
with it,” he said.

—By Jill Davis, special

5% EXTRA OFF

| Speclal Dtscount Items |
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ON LIST PRICE

*Shower Doors
*Showers *Fans

*Medicine Cabinels
*Vanities & Tops
_ *Bidet *Sinks

Any Purchases Except

You-
(905) 702- 0335
°31 Melanie Dr., Unit 10 (2101 Steeles Ave., East) Brampton

(905) 458-9690

DIRECTORY OF HALTON HILLS

Churches & Temp!es

‘Georgetown Alliance

- Church
Main St. south of Maple Ave.
‘Nurturing a growing family of people”
Pastor Paul Littie

Pastor Tim Brown
Pastor Bob Vetro

Sunday Worship Service
10:00 a.m.
Sunday School during service

873-0249

KNOX

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

116 Main St. S.
Minister Rev. Peter Barrow BA., B.D.

MORNING WORSHIP
& SUNDAY SCHOOL
11 AM. TIME FOR REFLECTION
~ AND RENEWAL
Ministers Office ~ 877-2848
877-7585

Actlwtles and mformatuon for healthler Ilvmg
- Join us at our next clinic

ARTHRITIS CLINIC
Wednesday, September 23rd

10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Did you know that between three and four million Canadians have
some type of arthritis? Join us to learn about different arthritis types,
symptoms and treatment...and so much more!
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Zelles Ph

Georgetown Pharmacy

877-8761

FOR RECORDED MESSACES |
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1-800-433-3284

Secretary’s Office




