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1988 HONDA PRELUDE
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Medical boss calls stats
a ‘bit of an issue’ here

Continued from pg. 1

The results were included in a report from Nosal for
the region’s Health and Social Services Committee. He
said the higher number in Halton Hills was nut “statisti-
cally significant” but it was a “bit of an issue.”

The region sampled for a bacteria which indicates the
food may not have been kept at the correct temperature,
coliform which revealed there may have been cross-cont-
amination while preparing the food, for example a knife
used to cut raw chicken could have been used to cut veg-
etables for a salad, and E. Coli which indicates the pres-
ence of fecal material, likely due to poor hand washing.
A similar sampling was done in 1991.

Nosal said the sampling done in 1997 shnwed that 28
per cent of the samples analyzed region-wide showed
temperature abuse, compared to 54 per cent in 1991.
Coliform was found in 29 per cent of the samples last
year and 31 per cent in 1991. The samples that contained
E. Coli remained at about 11 per cent in 1997 and 1991.

“There has been a dramatic improvement in the indi-
cators for temperature abuse,” said Nosal.

He said the E. Coli is the more worrisome organism,
because it has more of a potential to cause illness.

“Clearly I would like that number to be approaching
zero.”

Nosal said of the items sampled salads had the most
bacteria. Of the 33 salad samples analyzed 57 per cent of
them showed they weren’t stored at the right tempera-
ture, 63 per cent had more than the provincial standard
for coliform and 24 per cent showed levels of E. Coli.

Nosal could not compare Halton’s results with other
areas because he said he didn’t know of any other health
departments that had done a similar sampling.

He said in Halton two-thirds of food-related illnesses
are attributed to eating at home and foreign travel.

DON’T FORGET THE
RED CROSS

BLOOD CLINIC

at Holy Cross Church Auditorium
Monday, May 11
1:30 to 8:00 p.m.

Donors ages 17 to 70 are URGENTLY needed to give Blood.
TRANSPORTATION and BABYSITTING at the clinic available to
donors. If a ride is needed, phone Mrs. Elaine Chatten 877-3579

or Mrs. Anna Ewen 877-4477. On clinic day phone 877-7522.

PHOTO-SIGNATURE 1.D. REQUIRED along with donor card.

This clinic is sponsored by
THE KINSMEN CLUB OF GEORGETOWN
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The Annual Meeting of the Georgetown &
District Memorial Hospital will be held at

the Georgetown and District Memorial
Hospital at 7:30 p.m. on June 24, 1998.

ALL WELCOME!

R. Johnson
Board Chair




