Page 6 Acton/Georgetown - Sunday, April 19, 1998

Ken Nugent, Publisher

Steve Foreman, Advertising/Production Manager
Lorne Drury, Editor-in-Chief
John McGhie, Managing Editor
Carol Young, Business Manager
Dave Coleman, Director of Distribution

Nancy Geissler, Circulation Manager

News Editor: Cynthia Gamble
Staff Writers: Lisa Tallyn, Herb Garbutt
Photography: Ted Brown
Advertising Sales: Dianne Fascinato, Sharon Pinkney, Lana Walsma,
Cindi Dermo, TerryLynn Guest, Jeanette Cox, Mary O'Brien
Classified Manager: Carol Hall
Accounting: Pat Kentner, Rose Marie Gauthier
Production: Mary Lou Foreman, Kevin Powell, Shelli Harrison, Dolores Black, Debbie MacDougall

The Independent & Free Press is published every Wednesday and Sunday at 211 Armstrong Ave. Georgetown Ont., L7G
4X5. It is one of the newspapers published by Metroland Printing, Publishing & Distributing Lid., which includes: Ajax/Pickering
News Advertiser, Alliston Herald/Courier, Barry's Bay This Week, Barrie Advance, Bolton Enterprise, Brampton Guardian,
Burlington Shopping News, Burlington Post, City Parent, Collingwood/Wasaga Connection, East York Mirror, Erin
Advocate/Country Routes, Etobicoke Guardian, Flamborough Post, Georgetown Independent/Acton Free Press, Kingston This
Week, Lindsay This Week, Markham Economist & Sun, Midland/Penetanguishene Mirror, Milton Canadian Champion, Milton
Shopping News, Mississauga News, NewmarkeVAurora Era-Banner, Northumberland News, North York Mirror, Qakville
Beaver, Oakville Shopping News, Orillia Today, Oshawa/Whitby/Clarington This Week, Peterborough This Week, Richmond
Hill ThomhillVaughan Liberal, Scarborough Mirror, Stouffville/Uxbridge Tribune, Today's Seniors, City of York Guardian.
Advertising is accepted on the condition that, in the event of a typographical error, that portion of the advertising space

occupied by the erroneous item, together with reasonable allowance for signature will not be charged for, but the balance of the
advertisement will be paid for at the acceptable rate.

In the event of typographical error advertising goods or services at wrong price, goods or services may not be sold. Advertising
s merely an offer to sell which may be withdrawn at any time.
Editonal and advertising content of The Independent & Free Press is protected by copyright. Unauthorized use is prohibited.
Price: Store copies 50¢ each; Subscnptions $26.00 per year by carrier; $92.50 per year by mail in Canada; $130.00 per year in
all other countries. Plus G.S.T.
second Class Mail Registration Number 6869. The Independent & Free Press is a member of The Canadian Community
Newspaper Association and The Ontario Community Newspaper Association.

Mailing Address: 211 ARMSTRONG AVE. GEORGETOWN, ONT. L7G 4X5
Telephone: 905-873-0301 Fax: 905-873-0398
e-mail: independent.freepress @aztec-net.com

Big spenders

e can forgive David Bird for the proposal he
brought before the Halton District School
Board last week, asking the board to pick
up the cost of providing all 10 trustees with two
dedicated phones (one for a fax), voice mail, call
display, special phones and fax machines.

After all, Birc{) is one of the many newcomers to the
board and perhaps he doesn’t realize that, while the
first year cost of $10,900, along with an $8,200 annual
cost thereafter, is not substantial, it does send a
puzzling message.

It was only two weeks ago the board laid off 57
teachers. Now, days later, trustees declare they have
has thousands of dollars to throw around on phones.

Trustees should be doing everything they can to find
ways to save money, not waste it on frivolous items
like this. Why not spring for 10 answering machines?
That would only run the board about $500.

Even more disturbing than Bird’s initial proposal is
the ease in which trustees passed his motion. Barely a
whimper of opposition was heard.

We can’'t elE wonder how many books, or
computers could have been purchased for schools with
the money wasted on these phones?

In the big picture these phones aren’t going to break
the board’s budget, but it sure gives taxpayers an
indication of the mindset of our new board when the

uickly okay nearly $11,000 so trustees can have caﬁ
isplay while at the same time moan about lack of
funds for the classroom.

- It’s a mindset we had hoped had disappeared.
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practise what
they preach

Dear editor,

[ would like to comment on
Ted Chudleigh’s recent
newspaper column regarding
what his government is
currently doing.

In the first paragraph, he
mentions that we “will see
classroom spending increase
while administrative waste will
be reduced”.

This government truly
concerns and worries me. [ am
unsure of their overall direction
and it appears they are too.
They are attempting to reduce
administrative waste in the
classroom.

I would like to ask that they
practise what they preach. |
recently received in the mail, in
less than one week, three
identical “report cards” from
this Tory government asking
me what I felt about the new
education funding system, etc.
What a waste!

[ truly hope that my
household was the only one in
which this took place.

Tories should

John Hansen,
Acton
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Letter of the day

leen drivers a danger

Dear editor,

On the evening of Thursday, March 26, a dark-colored
Ford, possibly a Tempo or Topaz, lost control going
around the corner of Barber Drive onto McKinnon Ave.
and went up onto the sidewalk.

The vehicle hit a tree, then a cable box and finally came
to a stop in front of my home on the sidewalk. I ran outside
with the phone to call the police but before I could hang up

| the teenage girls driving the car jumped out, switched

drivers and drove off.

S0, if there is a parent or parents out there whose car
came home damaged March 26 and it was missing a hub
cap you now know how it happened.

And to the girls driving the vehicle, you are very lucky
someone didn’t get killed, because just a half hour earlier
there were dozens of children out playing on the sidewalk.

For your sake I would seriously consider not driving
until you are mature enough to handle the responsibility.

Mrs. D. Peddie,
Georgetown

Wrestlers’™ sponsors thanked

Dear editor,
On behalf of Jenny Culbert,

Heather Pollock, Andrea Pollock
and Adam Densmore, | would

and businesses, these fou;
wrestlers would not have hac
the opportunity to compete for ¢
national title at the Canadiar

like to thank J.V. Clothing, the Juvenile/Junior Wrestling
Kinsmen Club of Georgetown Championshipsin Edmonton.
and Curwood Packaging for Jim Hal
their generous support. Georgetown Distric
Without these organizations High Schoo

Our Readers Write

The Independent & Free Press welcomes letters to the
editor from our readers. All letters must be signed and
include an address and a daytime telephone number.
Letters may be edited for content and length and can
be mailed, delivered to our office address at 211
Armstrong Ave., Georgetown, Ont., L7G 4X5, faxed to
us at (905) 873-0398 or e-mailed to:
iIndependent.freepress @ aztec-net.com




