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It w1l] pay o ff In the summer

Now’s the time for ground work BEI&S 2217

This article is provided by local Realtors and
the Ontario Real Estate Association (OREA) for
the benefit of consumers in the real estate market.

The days are getting longer, the
weather’s warming up and city and
country gardeners alike are just
itching to get out there.

Now is a good time to do some ground
work, so to speak, to prepare your lawn,
flower beds and garden for the months
ahead. The hard work you put into your yard
now will pay off handsomely when
summer’s really here.

The months of April and May are the best
ones to give your lawn its first fertilizing of
the year. You may not be looking for a golf-
green effect with your lawn, but you do want
one that can take a pounding from kids, toys,
pets and lawn furniture, and that will show
off your garden to its best advantage.

A fast-acting fertilizer will green up your
lawn before you know it, but it might not
stand the test of time. And the grass could
become dependent on fast fixes of fertilizer
and develop a “lazy” root system that can’t
survive without them. A slow-release
fertilizer containing sulphur-coated urea or
natural-source nitrogen is a good bet for
long-lasting results.

A good-looking lawn needs three main
nutrients - nitrogen to make it green,
phosphorous for healthy roots and potassium
for hardiness. At this time of year you can get
your lawn off to a strong start with a formula
like 21-7-7 applied at 2 kg/100 sq. m. If you
make two applications about six to eight
weeks apart you will reduce the danger of
. burning your lawn.

Dethatching will take care of the matting
caused by grass rhizomes that grow out of
grass plants to start new ones every inch or
so. The problem with thatch is it can make it
difficult for air, water and fertilizers to reach
the roots, and can also encourage insects and
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Have you heard the news? We are re-locat-
ing our office! With much appreciation for
continued support from our patients, our
practice continues to grow. Chiropractic is
helping literally thousands of people in our
town every year. My assistant in the office,
Janice, and I are proud to be part of this. We
are anxious to adjust our patients from the
new office in the Mountainview Plaza,
Georgetown, beginning on April 21st. The
office is located on the ground level.

[ am very confident with this big step.
This is due in part to the valuable experience
that I have gained through an associateship
with Dr. Bob Cranfield. I am extending a very
sincere thank you to Bob and his wonderful
assistants who have helped me. Thank you
Mary, Tina, Kenda and Debbie.

S0 look for our sign to be up shortly in
the Mountainview Plaza. April 21st is day one
in this location. See you there!

518 Guelph Street, P.O. Box 9,
Norval, Ontario LOP 1K0

(905) 877-9159

disease.

You can dethatch with a rake, or rent a
dethatching machine that cuts through the
thick mat and lifts bits and pieces of it to the
surface. Experts recommend this process be
done mnly once every three to five years.

If you're counting on a glorious display of
colour from your annual or perennial flower
beds, start working the soil now. It should be
substantial enough to support large plants,
yet light enough to allow roots to make their
way downwards. It needs to be able to hold
moisture, but avoid becoming waterlogged.

Regular additions of organic materials
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and manure will improve the soil’s
consistency by creating air pockets, which
help the soil retain water and oxygen and
preventing the soil’s tendency to pack down

Sprmg is generally not the best time tg

plant young trees because most are

dormant only until very early in the
season and planting can be'traumatic. If you
have to do it now, choose one in a fibre pot
that can go straight into the ground,
lessening the likelihood of, transplant ShD{.‘l{.t.q
and damage to tender roots, New trees overs
two feet tall should be staked for at least the
first year.

summer-flowering vines do well if they’ve
pruned vigorously in early spring, and
spring-flowering shrubs like azalea, lilac and -
clematis can be pruned immediately after
they’ve bloomed to give them a whole
summer to develop next season’s flower
buds.

It can be daunting to look out on a bare,
brown garden at this time of year and
wonder what the summer will bring, but
inspiration aplenty can be found in
gardening magazines and seed catalogues, at
flower and garden shows and at local
nurseries, where staff will be more than
willing to answer your gardening queries.
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