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Woodstoves can be great. but...

Safety and insurability must be considered

here have been major advances in
wood-burning appliances over
the past 10 years.

These have made wood burning more
effective, efficient and convenient than
ever before. However, wood-heating
technology and it’s safe installation have
become more complicated in recent years.

No longer is it sensible to simply
“hook up” a woodstove to an existing
chimney and begin using it for heating.
To get the best performance from a wood-
burning system and to be assured of it’s
safety, you should get reliable advice
from a trained professional and consider
having the system professionally
installed. Before starting the installation
you should contact your municipal office
to get a building permit and inform your
insurance agent of your intentions.

Years ago, woodstoves were not tested
for safety and homeowners had little or
no guidance on installation.
Consequently, there are many older
homes today with woodstoves that do not
meet today’s safety standards.
Furthermore, many homeowners
installed their own, and in trying to keep
the floor space to a minimum,
unknowingly created a fire hazard; no
hearth in front, or inadequate clearances
from combustibles for example.

So, what happens if you buy a home
and you find out that you can’t get house
insurance?

Well, that’s not likely to happen.
Here’s a typical scenario:

When you apply for property
insurance for the home you have just
bought, the insurance company will send

a representative to inspect the appliance
and fill out a report.

The report is then submitted to the
underwriter for a decision.

If approved, insurance coverage is
given. If it is not approved, insurance
coverage may be given with certain
conditions and what amounts to an
ultimatum; to bring the appliance up to
acceptable safety standards, or, to remove
it.

Be aware that not all insurance
companies will provide coverage as
described above, so you may want to call
several different companies to find one
that does.

A reputable chimney sweep will be
able to tell you if there are any safety
concerns with the woodstove, flue pipes,
chimney and all the connections.
However, few home buyers think to hire
a specialist for this task, prior to
purchasing.

t is common nowadays to hire a
knowledgeable home inspector to
inspect the entire home, which
includes examining any woodstoves,
fireplaces, and fireplace inserts. Although
there are some limitations to a visual
inspection such as this; inaccessible areas
such as where the chimney passes
through ceilings and walls, and
determining adequate floor and wall
protection behind tiled surfaces; most of
the time it will be apparent to the trained
eye, whether or not there are any safety
concerns.
For all owners of residential wood-
burning appliances, remember this:
Unlike a gas or oil-fired furnace,

SUPER INVESTMENT
GEORGETOWN

Excellent income from this unique proper-
ty. It has one 3 bedroom apartment and one
2 bedroom apartment. Both units are
LEGAL and permitted under Bill 120 and
the Ontario Fire Code. Total income is
$1,790 per month. With as little as $8,695
down the mortgage carries for only
$1,156.65 per month. Listed at $173,900.
Sound Good? Call Kathy Monckton* for
more information 874-3051.

Kathy Monkcton™ saies rep

905) 877-5211 Tor. (905) 874-3051
Re/Max Suburban (91) Ine.
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$123,500
THINK YOU CAN'T AFFORD IT?

Think again! If you're a first time buyer, |

$6500 down will enable you to carry this gorgeous 3
bedroom townhome like rent. 3 appliaces, upgraded
ktichen cupboards, private patio and even a garage are
featured. Maybe you can't afford not to call me on this

one. Carol Wood*.

RM355-96
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woodstoves have no automatic safety
features!

This is one reason why a home with a
wood-burning appliance represents an
increased risk for an insurer. That’s why
most of them check things out before
providing coverage.

It’s just good business sense!

For homeowners who want to get
more information on this subject, there
is an excellent booklet available, free of
charge, entitled “A Guide to Residential
Wood Heating”. Copies can be obtained | ‘
by calling Energy Publications 1-800-

387-2000

—Contributed by Les Boothroyd,
Boothroyd Home Inspection Services,
(905) 877-0832, or, 1-800-575-2598
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= 4 bedroom home recently
8 painted, located on just under
™ ‘han‘acre, close to town, big, big

- kitchen. Call Doug*.
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# Well maintained home with lots
M of space and potential.Only

& | $149,900. RCA6-90-075

Easy access to 401 from this three bedroomed
bungalow on beautiful private treed lot. $199,900.
RCA6-90-050

FOUR-PLEX
Good investment in beautiful village with lots of
parking. Shows well. $185,000.

Detached brick bungalow with garage on
large lotn. ONLY $134,900. RCA6-90-078

FOR RENT

Super clean 3 |p e Tl
bedroom with | f 5= 3.8

garage. $895 i B
plus heat &|
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