More than 200 sign petitions against gay rights bill

Staff wnter

People at four local
churches signed petitions
opposing Bill C-33, which
amends the Human Rights
Act by adding “sexual
orientation.”

The petitions from
Georgetown Alliance
Church (100 signatures),
Maple Ave. Baptist (83
signatures), Salvation Army
Church (33 signatures) and
Evangel Pentecostal
Tabernacle (32 signatures)
were sent to Reform Party
member Sharon Hayes, said
Naomi Johnson, a member
of Georgetown Alliance
Church who is against C-33.

“I’'ve never uttered a
mean or fearful word
against the homosexual and
lesbian community here,
I’ve never disliked a single
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one of them, but I've also
never viewed their lifestyle
choice as one to be
emulated or promoted,” she
said. “(With the passing of
C-33) I have been forced to
accept as natural, normal,
healthy and good as the
color of one’s skin, their
right to not only choose to
function in counter-natural
ways, but also to be able to
promote this in open and
unabashed ways.”

Halton-Peel MP Julian
Reed supported Bill C-33 in
the House of Commons.

“What the bill does, is it
says you can’t discriminate
against somebody 1n the
federal government system
or a crown corporation
because of sexual
orientation.”

He noted the bill catches
up with eight of the
provinces, including
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Georgetown Alliance
Church

Main St. south of Maple Ave.

Pastor Paul Little 873-0249

Pastor Tim Brown
Sunday Worship 11 am
Childrens Program 7 p.m. Wed,
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KNOX

116 Main St. S.

MORNING WORSHIP & SUNDAY
SCHOOL

AND RENEWAL
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Ontario, which already
doesn’t allow discrimin-
ation based on sexual
orientation.

Reed said he voted for
the amendment, which
passed May 10, because “it’s
a smlple matter of human
rights.” He also believes the
amendment prevents
discrimination against
heterosexuals by those who
are gay.

Reed hasn’t seen any of
the local petitions, but he
did receive one from outside
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his riding. He also received
about 25 to 30 phone calls
from people urging him to
vote against Bill C-33 and
three from people in favor
of it.

“On matters of
conscience I vote according
to my conscience, because I
have to look myself in the
mirror every day,” he said.
“Voters wouldn’t want to
say, there goes Julian Reed,
he has no conscience
because we told him not to
have one.”
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Jane, | think
we could use
a little
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Get your furnace and air
conditioner in shape with
our ‘Peace-Of-Mind’ pre-
ventative service packages.
This spring, get your natural
gas heating and cooling
equipment in shape with
Union Gas. We'll arrange a
convenient day or evening
appointment and our tech-
nician will inspect, clean and
service™ your equipment
from top-to-bottom for an
affordable, all-inclusive price.

Our ‘Peace-Of-Mind’ Spring
Service Packages include:

$7995*
$7995*

‘Peace-Of-Mind’
] Air Conditioner
Spring Start-Up

2 ‘Peace-Of-Mind’
End-of-Season
Furnace Service

‘Peace-Of-Mind’

Combo Package ? I 3990

SAVE $2
Air Conditioner -

3975

SAVE $20

)~

PLUS Frepiace

Service

Furnace and

Hurry! Call your
local Union Gas Office today:

1-800-226-4160

VUnion Gas
Energy For You

*These packages are for our residential customers
only, on approved credit. Prices do not include GST,
replacement parts, or labour on replacement parts. '
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