Four cases of flesh-eating disease

reported in Halton last month

Halton Region had four cases of the
flesh-eating disease last month alone,
including one death.

But Mary Anne Carson, manager of
communicable disease programs at the
Halton Health Department, said the
January numbers aren’t raising alarm
bells in the medical community. In
fact, the number of cases is slightly
down from last year.

Invasive Group A streptococcus, as
the disease i1s medically known, is a
rare and frightening form of a common
infection, the same illness which was
contracted by Lucien Bouchard and
cost him his leg.

Health authorities said the public is
at little risk, and there isn’t much
people can do to protect themselves
from the disease, other than to seek
medical attention when signs and
symptoms occur. There is no vaccine,
and nothing can be done to increase
immunity.

“This is the time of the year when
we typically see cases, more so than in
any other time of the year,” said
Carson. “And, because it occurs in
cycles or 1n groupings, it’s not a
concern that we had four cases in
January.”

Statistics for 1995 showed there were

seven cases of invasive Group A
streptococcus, which under law must
be reported by doctors. But five of last
year’s seven Halton cases were
reported In January alone.

For reasons of confidentiality, the
health department won’t say where the
cases have occurred in Halton, said
Carson.

“Because there are so few cases,
there’s a higher probability of
1dentifying the actual individual,” said
Carson.

According to Health Canada, the
bacteria leading to the infection can
enter the body through cuts. When a cut
occurs, 1t should be washed, kept clean
and watched for symptoms which
suggest infection.

If redness begins to rapidly spread
around a cut, and there is a tremendous
amount of pain, see a doctor
immediately. With necrotizing fasciitis,
blood supply to human tissue is stopped
and infected areas must be surgically

removed. Death occurs in 30-50 per cent

of cases.

Dr. Allison McGeer, a microbiologist
at Mount Sinai and Princess Margaret
hospitals in Toronto, is one of the
investigators in the Ontario Group A
Streptococcal Study, designed to collect

more information about the disease.
She said the prevalence of group A
streptococcus will vary over time,
peaking in January each year.

“It’s a winter disease, so you’re
more likely to get more cases now than
in summer,” she said. “Last year, it
was at its peak in January, but this
January there weren’t nearly as many
cases across the province.”

Based on past patterns, she expects
there will be something like 200 cases in
the province this year. In 1995, there
were about 340 cases, up from 210 in
1994, 179 in 1993, and 143 cases in 1992,
the first year statistics were collected.

“The good news is it’s not continuing
to steadily get worse, but it’s an
important disease in the sense that it’s
a new disease and there’s a lot we need
to learn about it,” said McGeer.

Doctors need to adjust their
practices she said, “so people are
getting the best treatment that’s
available for it.”

Dr. Dan Kertesz, epidemiologist at
Laboratory Centre for Disease Control
In Ottawa, said the fact there are more
cases reported in the winter months is
due to the same factors that cause

more seasonal cases of cold and flu —
infections through the nose and throat.
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vacuum cleaner
* 7 piece floor-to-ceiling
cleaning attachment set
Triple filtration bag system
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« SEWING MACHINE REPAIRS .

* VACUUM REPAIRS
 PARTS/ACCESSORIES

* NEW & USED MACHINES .

Compat; full size canisteNg

EUREKA MIGHTY
MITE
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Carpet nozzle with dual edge cleaning
Easy bag change

*119.95

NEwW & USeED VACS

e SEWING NOTIONS
e SCISSOR SHARPENING

HALTON HILLS

SEWING & VACUUMS

SEWING CLASSES

HALTON HILLS /&

MAPLE LEAF
BOLOGNA “&

BLACK

HAM

Sliced or Shaved

From The Meat Dept.
VALU CLUB PACK

REGULAR

Cut from Canada A/AA/.
Grades Beef, Tail Removed

ROMAINE
LETTUCE

Product of U.S.A.

SEEDLESS NAVEL
ORANGES

Product of U.S.A., Size 138's

CHEESE &GARLIC

BREAD STICKS
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More ways to Saw at

SWEETHEART SALE
From The Deli Dept.

LB.
.77 100 g.

LB.
8.80 kgq.

From The Produce Dept.

From The Bakery Dept.

19

Pkg.
Heat ‘n Serve SAVE 50¢ of 6
VALUABLE IGA COUPON - WITH THIS COUPON

 ON THE PURCHASE OF ANY
SEALTEST PRODUCT |

or |

SA VE 5 o AULT DAIRY PRODUCT |

Choose from a wide selection of items from our dairy display. !
Limit one per coupon  Limif two coupons per family purchase. This coupon valid at Halton Hils IGA only from
Sunday, Feb. 11 unti closing Saturday, Feb. 17,199 (Georgetown)

VALUABLE IGA COUPON - WITH THIS COUPON
ON PHE PURCHASE OF ANY

[ —————

l o¢ SEALTEST PRODUCT |
| or :
| SAVE AULT DAIRY PRODUCT |
I Choose from a wide selection of items from our dairy display. !
I Limit one per coupon. Limit two coupans per famdy purchase. This coupon valid at Hafton Hills IGA oniy from '

Sunday, Feb. 11 until cosing Saturday, Feb 17,1996 (Georgetown)
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{ 4 158 Guelph St.
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HILLS % |3 HALTON HILLS IGA

STORE HOURS

Mon. - Fri. 8am -9 pm Sat. 8 am - 7 pm
Sun. 9.am - 6 pm

Thank You For Shopping IGA

APLE AVE.




