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Special to The Independent/Free Press

Imagine an orphanage in
Bosnia, full of children whose
lives have been shattered by
war. Imagine a group of
Canadians arriving with

balloons, streamers, and
smiles, and with the gift of
friendship.

That’s the dream that
came true for Leslie Switzer,
a founder of Light the Way
Children’s Fund
International, and speaker at
the October meeting of the
Canadian Federation of
University Women —
Georgetown.

“The best gift I can give
those kids is friendship,” says
Switzer. “The world has let
them down so many times. I
tell them to dream their
dreams, believe in
themselves, to have hope.”

A Child Studies graduate
with your children of her own,
Switzer always wanted to
work as a play therapist.
When she watched TV 1mages
of frightened children in
Sarajevo, she felt compelled
to help.

With three friends, she
started the Light the Way
Foundation based on four
guiding principles: travel to
where the children are so you

112 Main Street S.,
Ste #204

(905) 873-9713
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can look their reality in the
face; offer the best of
yourself in friendship; listen
to their stories and dreams
with your heart; and never
forget them.

Since then, as part of a
team, she has Vvisited
hospitals, refugee centres,
boarding schools, and
orphanages 1n Croatia,
Bosnia, Ukraine, and
Belarus,
home to
thousands
of victims
of the
Chernobyl
nuclear
accident.
At each
stop, team
members
o-f 1.8
activities
that are
cheap and language-free,
such as face painting,
dancing, music, and puppets.

Switzer also practises
hand-on pain relief, a comfort
to Chernobyl children with
swollen brains and other
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LESLIE SWITZER

symptoms of radiation
sickness.
A special part of each visit

1s passing of the Dream
Stone, a smooth black rock
which has now been held by
thousands of hands in five

pa'& OfN

W W LW L L CE N N ) ] --."fl.-l 'I.I »
e et se e e e
!f' l.rh-"i-I 1 lll'hll LR i n Ll

R

i .I
-
=

I.I'f J.-.I-
i3
W
e

=

|
e [ ": s

% ‘:'I:'l {l,.l s
Re Wt ‘ o

e Take home your own supplies
for home care to save yourself
time and money

ORES Reminder  SRESH

BOOK NOW FOR THAT CHRISTMAS & NEW YEARS GATHERINGS
CALL CAROL TODAY For an Appointment
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eaker at Georgetown's University Women's Club

Canadians try to Light the Way
rnational children

countries. Each child in turn
tells their wish, while other
sit silent. “They dream of
going home, of good food, or
of finding a friend. They
dream of seeing their Dad
again, or of being well.”
Many dream of peace and a
better world, even those with
no families and little hope.
Some Canadian children
dream that their parents
won’t fight.

In Canada, Switzer speaks
to school groups, raises
money in Light the Way
Cafes, and trains volunteers
of all ages to join a travel
team. She shows Canadian
children how to make simple
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Georgetown District High School
8 PM, Tuesday, Nov. 14, 1995

Hear our entertaining and interesting speaker

DR. WAYNE ROBERTS

Topic: "How to Win for the Environment and the Economy”

Dr. Roberts is an author. As founder and co-chair of the Toronto-based
Coalition for a Green Economic Recovery, Roberts has advised
governments, NGO'’s and industry on strategies to green the economy
and nuture small businesses.
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peaker first - business meeting to follc

Get an update on the continuing saga of

won't go away!

friendship gifts for children

abroad, and collects
Postcards for Peace, with
children’s pictures and
wishes. This summer, she
brought 14-year-old Katya
from Belarus to visit her
home for seven weeks.
“Everyone smiles here in
Canada,” noted Katya. They
don’t in Belarus.

“I really believe I can
make a lasting difference in
children’s lives,” says
Switzer, “just by giving them
friendship. Think of the
person who believed in you,
who gave you hope. That’s
what I try to do for those
children.”

GEORGETOWN
ONT.

dils (above Bee-Line Travel)

Do you have nails that crack, are brittle or just
won't grow? Are you a nail biter?

| understand and can help. Try a natural look, a
natural feel with artificial nails. You won't believe
({4 | the difference in appearance and how it makes you
a4, feel. Come in for a free trial nail today!!!

QUEEN GLASS NAILS

* Thinner than acrylic nails
* No odour.or discolouration
* No ugly ridges or discomfort of drilling

* And encourages your own nails to grow healthy

e Nail Art
Also Availablee
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FACULTY OF SKILLS DEVELOPMENT AND APPRENTICESHIP

| Are You on Unemployment Insurance?

The following full-time programs may be for you:

Robotics and Industrial Controllers

This program is designed to give engineers, technicians, or technologists
additional marketable skills and also provide upgrading to people with a services
and maintenance background. &

Start/End Dates: November 6, 1995 to March 29, 1996.

Course Content: Programmable logic controllers, Robotics, Fundamentals,
Interfacing, and Troubleshooting

Related experience in electromechanical fields, and an
interview with the coordinator to determine your suitability.

Technical Sales Specialists

(Professional Selling)

Develop strategies for sales success by identifying client needs; develop and
deliver sales presentations/proposals; conduct effective market research; and com-
municate and negotiate effectively. The course also includes job search techniques. *

Start/End Dates: October 10 to December 15, 1995

Prerequisites: Technical experience, a good command of the English
language, and referral from a Canada Employment Counsellor.

LIMITED SEATS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE IN:

Trade Fundamentals

Basic Industrial Maintenance Mechanic and Machining

Sheridan College Skills Training Centre, Oakville
(905) 815-4100 for more information.
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Eligibility:

Location:
Contact:
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