ngh school students discuss racism [INIITTFERY: f?

By JANET BAINE

S taf'f writer

A day-long workshop on racism
and equity was held Tuesday at the
Halton Hills Cultural Centre for
students from five high schools in
north Halton.

Elizabeth Carmichael, chair of the
North Halton Cultural Awareness
Committee which organized the event,
said the idea for the program
developed during a day-long workshop
at Acton High School last February.

“I thought, why don’t we join all
the schools, especially the public and
separate schools, so students will be
hearing the problems of other schools
and they can join and do something,”
she said. Carmichael said she asked
each of the five high schools in north
Halton to send some Grade 10 to 12
students from different racial
backgrounds, including students who
are not members of a minority group.

“The students were really thinking
today, and they will go back to their

'Racism a limiting problem' says Lewis

athletes, thinking, “if that guy can do it, I can do it.”

Former National Football League player Richard
He described an experiment in which grasshoppers

Lewis spoke to high school students at a workshop on
racism and equity Tuesday (Sept. 26).

“We need to take the hmlts off of our minds
because racism is a very limiting problem,” he said.
“It restricts people from what their true potentials

are.

Workshop at JET

school and set up further workshops
for educational sessions,” she said.
“We don’t have a racist behind every
bush, but there is a problem and we
have to face it.”

‘North Halton is not as ethnically
diverse as south Halton and other
communities nearby, but Carmichael
said it is coming and “we have to be
prepared for changes; we have to feel
comfortable accepting others.

“There was so much energy here
today in the discussion with Chief
(Peter) Campbell,” she said.

Campbell and other members of
the Halton Regional Police Service
began the day with exercises to get
students thinking about racism and
equity. They discussed different views
of racism and the problems students
perceived in their schools.

Later students from White Oaks
School in Oakville described an equity
committee which has been operating
at their school for a few years. About
35 per cent of the students at the

school are members of minority
groups and 40 students are on the
committee. These students have held
workshops on topics like Islam and
Japanese culture to promote cultural
awareness. They’ve also held an
international fashion show and had an
international food fair in the cafeteria.

But White Oaks has not only
promoted equity, they have also had
to contend with racism due to an
influx of hate literature and an
incident of racist vandalism last June.
Instead of inviting the media in to
publicize the racist messages in the
vandalism, members of the equity
committee wrote a victim impact
statement, saying how they felt about
the racist act and how they would like
the vandals to be punished, if they are
caught.

Police chief Campbell said the day
reminded him of the number of kids
who are solid citizens and the need to
build new bridges to end

discrimination.

were put in a container and each time they jumped,

they hit the top of the container.

With time they didn’t jump so high and when the
lid was taken off, they stayed inside the container and
—  Wwouldn’t go any higher.

“Most young children of my skin color |S

think of themselves as different, as [§

inferior,” he said. “I grew up in the United

States where I had opportunities to get into

professional football. Things happened for
me not because I was black, b1g and could
run fast, but because I saw myself as a
professional athlete and I trained like
one.”

Lewis said lots of people told him he
would never succeed in his goals, but
because he saw himself as an athlete, he
trained, was offered a university
scholarship and studied hard so he could
receive a B.Sc. degree.

“I chose to get to the NFL, I would live

or die to get there. Have you ever felt that you are on
a mission to do something? I was on a mission,” he

said.

As an athlete, he had several images of success
and he began modeling himself after other successful

“What you’re seeing today is a free
man. I have no limitations other than the
debts I've incurred. Every one of us has
got to understand what is happening in our
society today is we are different, there are
differences. As long as you understand who
ym:l are, you can achieve your goal,” he
sai

Lewis said while he was pleased with

his athletic career, he was disappointed his

team never won a championship and he

didn’t have a championship ring to wear on
.| his finger. But as a coach of a semi-

Lewis said that 95
years and are ready to retire are really struggling
and aren’t hap

He urged the students to make their education their
first career, to set goals and strive to achieve them.

professional team in Toronto in 1993, he
made it his goal that his team would win a
championship that year and they did it.

per cent of people who reach 65

py with that they have achieved.
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Car Rental
HISTORICALLY KNOWN FOR LOW RATES.
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V¥ Thrifty features quality products of the Chrysler Corporation and other fine cars.
A licensee of Thrifty Rent-A-Car System, Inc.

Come to your neighborhood Thrifty Car Rental
this Thanksgiving holiday. Rent a comfortable,
roomy Chrylser Concorde at a historically low
rate and leave the “stuthng” tor the dinner table.

For reservations in other cities worldwide,
call your professional travel agent or call

1-800-FOR-CARSM (1-800-367-2277).

(905) 877-7777

150 Armstrong Ave.
Unit 4
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is now collecting your favourite recipe,
with your name and phone number.
Drop it into the recipe box at the front of the store.
Lucky draws will be made in Dec.
Publishing goal is set for May 1996.
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ON THE PURCHASE

OUNTRY MANOR :

BACON 500gr |

$1.49 with coupon  $1.99 without coupon I

Limit one  per coupon. Limit two coupons per family purchase. This coupon valid at Halton Hills IGA onfy fom |}

BACON 500 gr

$1.49 with coupon  $1.99 without coupon
coupon. Limk two coupons per &amil purchase. This coupon valid af Hallon Hils IGA only from
Sitmyoaiuﬂdmg Oct 71995,  (Georgetown)

79¢ with coupon - $1.29 without coupon

Limit one per coupon. Limit two coupons per family purchase. This coupon vald af Halton Hill IGA only from
Sunday, Oct. 1 unbi closing Saturday, Oct 7, 1995,  (Georgetown)

VALUABLE IGA COUPON - WITH THIS COUPON

2 ON THE PURCHASE
5 o¢ PE.I. POTATOES
SA VE 10 Ib. bag

79¢ with coupon $1.29 without coupon
Limit one per coupon. Limit two coupons per famiy purchase. This coupon vaiid af Halton Hills IGA only from

ON THE PURCHASE OF ANY
SEAL TEST PRODUCT i

Sunday, Oct. 1 unt dosing Saturday, Oct 7, 1995, (Georpetown)
SAVE 50¢ :
AULT DAIRY PRODUCT |
Limit one per coupon. Limit two coupons per family purchase. This coupon vald af Halton Hills IGA onlyfom |}
Sunday, Oct. 1 unti closing (Oct. 7,199, (Georpetown)
VALUABLE IGA COUPON - WITH THIS COUPON
¢ ON THE PURCHASE OF ANY
SAVE 50 :
AULT DAIRY PRODUCT |
Limit one per coupon. Limit two coupons per family purchase. This coupon vald at Halton Hils IGA onlyrom |}
Sunday, Oct 1 untl closing Salurday, Oct 7, 1995, (Georgetown
5 o¢ OF F OUR COMPLIMENTS I
ITEMS I
ISA VE SSEE—»~ WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS i
Limi one per coupon. wwmmmmmmwamwmmm i
Sunday, Oct 1 unti closing Saturday, Oct. 7, 1995, (Georgetown)
158 Guelph St.
Georgetown

Choose from a wide selection of items from our dairy display. |

SEALTES T PRODUCT !

Choose from a wide selection of items from our dairy display. |

COMPLIMENTS OF . HALTON HILLS TGR V=3 !
HALTON HILLS IGA

MOUNTAINVIEW RD.

STORE HOURS

Mon. - Fri. 8am - 9 pm Sat. 8 am - 7 pm
Sun. 9.am - 6 pm

Thank You For Shopping IGA




