Mayor questions provincial candidates
Concerns raised over arena funding

Funding for the proposed new
Acton Arena, promised in a provincial
jobsOntario capital grant, could be in:
jeopardy, depending on which party
comes into power on June 8.

It was one of the Acton issues which
took centre stage Wednesday night at
the well attended Halton North all-
candidates meeting, sponsored by the
Georgetown University Women’s Club.

Halton Hills mayor Marilyn
Serjeantson questioned the five
andidates whether provincial funding
for.the Acton Arena would continue,
and at the one-third level promised.

Progressive Conservative Ted
Chudleigh led off with the bad news,
stating the jobsOntario funding
program would be cancelled if his
party attains power. While the current
agreement may be maintained,
Chudleigh said he could not ensure
one-third funding.

The grant program would also be
cancelled under a Liberal regime, but
that party’s candidate, Walt Elliot
suggested the one-third funding may
continue, if the project was reworked
with larger community involvement.
He pointed to the Milton Leisure
Centre as a role model.

Family Coalition Party’s Alex
McKee suggested that private
enterprise could meet the one-third
funding requirement, “not the
taxpayer.” He also introduced his
party’s agenda to dissolve Halton Hills
as a town, and restore separate town
status to Acton and Georgetown.
Acton, he said, would then have
control over their own future.

Only two of the five, proposed no
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changes to the Acton Arena funding —
mcumbent Noel Duignan (NDP) and
‘Libertarian John Shadbolt.

Duignan said he has always
supported the funding of the Acton
Arena, and was disappointed with the
other parties’ plans to cancel the
jobsOntario program.

If that happens, he said, “240 people
hired through jobsOntario in Halton
North will be fired on June 9.”

Libertarian John Shadbolt said if
the infrastructure funding was there
now, he’d go along with it, but pointed
to his party’s X Plan which calls for a
fundamental tax funding change —
municipalities would have complete
allocation control over all of the public
tax purse.

Candidates also tackled the current
dispute between Acton Precision
Millwrights (APM) and a labor union.
The millwrights union has taken the
company to the Labor Relations Board
to force the company to hire union
employees which could result in 20
local, non union, employees to lose
their jobs. APM president Ted Lyons
asked the candidates if their party
leader would guarantee a resolution to
the dispute.

While all candidates pledged their
support for APM, New Democrat Noel
Duignan, Liberal Walt Elliot, and PC
Ted Chudleigh would not pledge their
leader’s support without their
confirmation. As the Leader of the
Ontario Libertarian Party, John
Shadbolt, said that unions have their
place in the workforce, but should not
use excessive might against any
company. He supported the choice of

individual to choose whether or not to
join an union.

Other questions handled by the
candidates Wednesday included
whether they would support a same
sex benefits bill.

Incumbent Noel Duignan pointed
out he took a strong stand for the bill
the last time in the Ontario
Legislature, and he would again. He
sald it 1s question that belongs in the
Legislature, not in the courts.

However, Shadbolt disagreed
saying it is a question politicians
should not be involved in. McKee said
he would speak for traditional family
values — meaning he would vote
against the bill, as would Chudleigh
and Elliot. Chudleigh said it was not a
high priority issue and would cost too
much to implement, while Elliot
suggested one aspect of the bill did
not protect the rights of the children.

On education, Elliot’s Liberals
would pledge consistent funding for
four years, reduce the bureaucracy
and give the savings to the classroom.

Chudleigh’s PCs say too much is

being spent on education now, and it

would be reduced, but none would
come out of the classroom funding.
Duignan’s New Democrats would
continue to implement the
recommendations listed in the Royal
Commission on Learning such as
capping salaries of trustees and
administration, and putting more
money into the classroom. Both the
Libertarian and Family Coalition
Party support an education voucher
which would give parents the right to

choose their children’s schools.

The very best. In our own backyard.

Ontario Grown Plants

Somerset Maugham once wrote, “It’s a funny thing about life, if you refuse to accept
anything but the best you very often get it.”

We have discovered that people who expect the best merchandise also expect the best
service. Once they find it, they have very little reason to shop anywhere else.

You can expect nothing but the best at Cavan’s Town Gardener, service, selection and
honest EVERYDAY pricing. No gimmicks, no noisy ads, the best ideas start here!

$12.50 each

Open 7 days a week

CLEMATIS

3 for $25

3 for $25

Mon. - Fri. 9-8; Sat. & Sun. 9-6
A customer driven company!

SHADE TREES 9’ -
$68each 3 for $175

ALL PREMIUM ROSES

10’

Plus Annuals, Perennials, Vegetables & Herbs!
Landscape plans & service available for the do-it-yourselfer
or full implementation planted with a 2 year guarantee.
We are here to help you make it right, first time!

< Highway 24
1 km South of Erin

(519) 833-2117
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WORLD FAMOUS DELI
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FARM FRESH PRODUCE

ICEBERG 9 9

ROAST
BEEF

Great with cheddar cheese
TOWN CLUB

COOKED
HAM

Sliced or Shaved
Fresh Deli Made

PIZZA

9" Pie

100 gr
3.99 b

100 gr
1.991b
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Product of U.S.A.
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While Supply Lasts

Product of U.S.A.

BOXED
PLANTS

All Varieties
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Any Our Compliments

Premium Quality Product
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PRICES EFFECTIVE FROM SUNDAY, JUNE 4, 1995 UNTIL CLOSING SATURDAY, JUNE 10, 1995.
WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES. ADVERTISED PRICES DO NOT INCLUDE G.S.T.

HALTON HILLS IGA STORE HOURS
Mon. - Fri. 8 am - 9 pm Sat. 8 am - 7 pm Sun. 9 am - 6 pm

Thank You For Shopping IGA




