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At the past two council meetings, we have
reported that Councillor Robert Heaton has refused
to participate in the town-wide direct deposit pay
system.

Heaton wants to continue to be paid by cheque —
despite a council-sanctioned policy change last
December. |

Since he has not provided the treasury
department with the forms to initiate his direct
deposit, Heaton has not been paid for two months —
and he is now demanding in full the remainder of
his current three term salary, plus 20 per cent
interest.

Throughout this issue, Heaton has not been clear

about his reasons for not accepting the direct
deposit system.

If he did clarify to the taxpayers why he cannot
accept this system, and if they were valid reasons,
perhaps something can be worked out.

However, so far, Councillor Heaton has not lucidly
explained the reasons why he refuses to accept the
system. Nor has he been willing to reintroduce the
bylaw into council for an exemption.

No business, whether it is public or private, can
bend the rules for an employee if that employee fails
to provide a valid reason for an exemption.

Speak up, Councillor Heaton, and give your

employers (Halton Hills taxpayers) a lucid reason.
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No longer a hunter

in-cheek, but I had to address
a couple of things

I think Betsy has it all

As regular readers
noticed, I wasn’t here last
week, and our local chief
librarian, Betsy Cornwell, did
the honors.

Betsy presented her own
views on the newest
information provider in the
modern world, the Internet,
stating she didn’t think it
addressed the needs of
today’s women.

She argued the Internet
was designed and developed
primarily by men, and
consequently “the system
grew up to conformity with
the needs and work habits of
the male users.”

She described the system
as “inappropriate to
(women’s) needs and
capacities.”

Boy, did Betsy ever open a
can of worms with those
statements!

Since Monday, we've
received a number of
comments about her views on
the Internet; all contrary to
her point of view.

Two were from men, one
from a woman.

Although letters
responding to Betsy’s column
are presented elsewhere in
this newspaper, I'll quote a
few.

Glenn McLeod was the
first to comment, asking
where Betsy found the figures
of 96 per cent of the users on
the ‘net were male.

He felt it was impossible to
gather demographics about
Internet users, since it is such
a vast network, and no one
logs on by gender.

Rebecca Drotos was also
perturbed with Betsy’s
comments, and took
exception to her comparing
‘surfing the ‘net’ to “male

]

stalking and hunting
behavior,” and was a little
put out by her comment
“Females ..... have no leisure
for the game of stalking, ...
we have households to
manage and children to feed,
and we can’t stray too far
from those imperatives.”
Rebecca, a self-proclaimed
feminist, states “(work)
systems were designed with
the male worker in mind;
that is why feminism exists.”
She also chastised Betsy
for suggesting a computer
could respond to verbal
commands to soothe a colicky
baby, saying “Feeminist issues
have nothing to do with

replacing the__nurturing
E .

mother with a machine.”
Our third comment was
from Don Dagenais. He was

insulted by the column,
especially at the inference
women do all the work
managing households and
“gathering” while men
merely “stalk and hunt.”

He also criticized the
library’s own dial-up access
saying it “leaves much to be
desired, regardless of sex.”

I read the column a couple
of times to glean Betsy’s true
feelings from it. I’ve known
Betsy personally for years

and appreciate her quick wit

and dry sense of humor.
I felt most of her
comments were made tongue-
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wrong about the
“male/hunter/stalker
persona.”

You see, I haven’t done
any stalking or hunting for
years. And when I did, during
my younger, adolescent
years, I don’t think I ever
“pounced on my quarry.”

And after watching The
Lion King movie with my
nine-year-old, I was reminded
the hunters and stalkers 1n
the lion’s social framework
are the females. It’s the
human counterpart of
shopping for groceries, I
guess.

(Incidentally, with five
females in my house I can
honestly say none of them are
“gatherers.” A quick trip
through their bedrooms would
verify that one. However, my
teenage girls could possibly
fall into the “stalking and
hunting” category.)

After calling Betsy, she
admitted to being “both
provocative and at the same
time tongue-in-cheek” in her
column.

But her message is loud
and clear, and she pulls no
punches. She wants women to
become more involved, to
demand changes and require
the system to address their
needs and interests.

And if it takes ruffling a
few feathers around town to
achieve these goals, then I
guess she’s prepared to take
the flack.

But I must admit, I'm
jealous.

Not since I wrote about
toilet paper have I seen so
many people fired up to that
degree.




