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SPORTS CLEARANCE BT

' the proposed gun control legislation

Thursday night promises to give
W|NTER SPRING SWEATSH'RTS equal representation to both sides of
JACKEFS JACKETS Blackhawks, Ducks, Leats,

the issue, according to the two
Leals, Canadiens & More Jays, Georgetown & More Michigan & More

organizers.
1 /2 PRICE 1 /2 PRICE

three from each side, said
Georgetown resident Dave Eagleson.
He said people are flying in from as
far away as B.C. to speak.

“The intent is to provide good,
clear, concise information concerning
an issue that is quite volatile. I don’t
believe the 1ssues are fully
un%erstood by the public,” Eagleson
said.

Eagleson and Art Hawes are
firearms safety instructors and teach
about one 12 to 16-hour course each

month in Georgetown privately. The
course became mandatory January 1,

1994 for people applying to own guns.
The proposed new legislation,

which hasn’t been made public yet, 1s
on the front burner to be discussed
after Parliament goes back into
session on Monday, Feb. 6.

Hawes, who is setting up a fishing
tackle business, said his interest in
the issue came about as a result of
being a firearms instructor. He said
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Proposed gun control legislation

Experts to debate here

the legislation 1s “a major intrusion
into the rights of gun owners” who
can have their weapons confiscated
without compensation. The legislation
would also give government access to
medical records of gun owners, to
find out if he might, for example,
suffer from depression.

Eagleson's interest results from
developing a Eroperty near Algonquin
Park, where hunting is a way of life.

He said the legislation also deals
with stiff penalties for people who
commit crimes using firearms, but
he believes the law already provides
for stiff penalties, only these aren’t
meted out by the justice system.

Eagleson said he doesn’t know
who will be attending the meeting,
but there will be several members of
different organizations there
prepared to answer questions. MP
Julian Reed will speak at the
meeting; he is generally in favor,
with reservations, of the legislation.

Eagleson said the meeting, 7 p.m.
at GDHS, is expected to cost under
$1,000, and he and Hawes will ask for
donations. Any excess money will be
donated to the families of murder
victims, Leslie Mahaffy and Kristin
French.
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