Junior Kindergarten youngsters are keen on school

By JANET BAINE

Staff writer

A group of enthusiastic 4 year-
olds at Joseph Gibbons School are
breaking new ground.

“Joseph Gibbons is the only
school (operated by the Halton
Board of Education) north of Hwy.
5 to have Junior Kindergarten (JK),
and it will be the only one in
Georgetown until 1996,” said princi-
pal Gary Bateman.

The 42 young students (19 in the
morning, 23 in the afternoon) are
involved at activities in different
parts of the large room: three are
working on paintings, two are just
outside learning about computers
with the help of a volunteering
mom, while others are working on
puzzles on the floor and some are
coloring.

There are lots of activity centres
in the classroom, including play
doh, blocks, dress up, dolls, trucks

and pounding away on the work
bench. There’s also a wide assort-
ment of books, flannel boards and
magnetic construction items.

“The children are very keen and
very, very well behaved,” said
teacher Valerie Hamilton, who
helped develop the program. She
taught Kindergarten for years at
the school, and has been interested
in teaching younger students sever-
al years before the opportunity
arose.

Halton Catholic board is JK veteran

While the Halton Board is just
venturing into the realm of Junior
Kindergarten, the program has
been avallable at all schools in the
Halton Roman Catholic Board o1
Education since September 1989.

“There was a lot of debate of the
pros and cons with a lot of passion,”
recalls Lou Piovesan, the superin-
tendent who oversaw implementa-
tion of JK.

The Catholic board offered JK
because surveys “suggested that
was an area of need that had to be
addressed,” even though it was not
yet required by law.

In the first year it was available,
there were as many JK students as
Senior Kindergarten students, so
attendance was very good. The
model used was not expensive, reg-
ular classrooms were used with
appropriate equipment, shelving
and access to a water fountain.

“The quality of the facilities
have been upgraded and renovated
to more appropriate classrooms,”
which are larger than classrooms
for older students, Piovesan said.
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK - SUNDAY 12 - 4

Paul Auty of
Georgetown Chrysler is
pleased to welcome Mr.
Phil Graham to his
Sales Department. Long
time Halton Hills resi-
dent, Phil has been in
the automotive indus-
try for over 30 years
and claims he is only
39. Good Luck Mr.
Graham and welcome
aboard!
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About 20 parent information ses-

JK, he said. Instead, the program

sions were held so parents knew involves developing social skills and

students didn’t get started in read-
ing and math on the second day of

DR. K.W. DEICHERT

Family Practice and Anaesthesia
IS pleased to announce
the opening of his new office with

Dr. C.A. Thompson

at

83 Mill Street, Suite 302
877-4123
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readiness for later academic pro-
grams.
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Member of the Investment Dealers Association

42 WYNDHAM STREET NORTH

SUITE 401, GUELPH, ONTARIO, N1H 4E6

FACULTY OF SKILLS DEVELOPMENT AND APPRENTICESHIP

Are You Receiving UL Benefits?

Sheridan College has a limited number of seats available in
the following full-time programs designed for you to enter
Into specific trade and trade-related industries.

e CAD/CAM for Trades

» CAD/CAM Specialist

* Robotics Engineering Specialist

Start Date:
Location:

February 1995

Sheridan College Skills Training Centre

407 Iroquois Shore Road, Oakville

Prerequisite:

Proof of Grade 10 or 12 completion (depending

on program) or functional-level testing required.

Contact:

To register or for more information on specific

programs, prerequisites, or start dates,
call: (905) 815-4100.
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These programs are funded by Human Resources Development Canada.

The children who are used to
being with others seem to be fur-
ther a head in knowing how to get
along, but they learn from watching
each other, she said.

Hamilton can use all the help
she can get with the children, and
principal Gary Bateman said he is
hoping to get some help from co-op
students from the high school as
well as moms and ECE students.

While 28 are from the local area,
12 more come from other parts of
Georgetown, and a couple live in
Acton. The extra 14 spaces were
filled up on a lottery basis,
Bateman said.

A serious funding crunch forced
the Halton school board to postpone
implementing JK until it had no
choice, since it has been mandated

by the provincial government.
While it is now available at Joseph
Gibbons and four other schools in
Oakville and Burlington, JK must
be available in all schools by
September 1997.

In September 1995, M. Z.
Bennett and Robert Little School
will have it.

In September 1996 it will be
implemented at George Kennedy
and Park schools and all the
remaining schools in Halton Hills
(Brookville, Glen Williams,

Harrison, Limehouse and Pineview)
will have it in September, 1997.

Both Bateman and Hamilton are
enthusiastic about having the JK
program at their school and said
they are pleased with how smoothly
it is going so far.
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ROMANTIC GIFT BASKET

(with any purchase of $10 or more receive a draw
ticket towards this basket)

February 6, 1995
7:00 p.m.
North Halton Golf

& Country Club
Call Pat Walker 877-2244

for information and registration
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[ts been said that the best retirements are well planned.
Get started now on making your
retirement dreams come true.

Attend the Royal Bank’s “Your Money Matters”

Retirement Planning Seminar

€9

ROYAL BANK
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