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Closing of bingo hall causing
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fiscal headaches in Acton it

By FRANCES NIBLOCK
The New Tanner

The closure of Milton
Bingo Country continues
to hit Acton hard — six of 15
employees who will be out
of work when it closes at the
end of the month are from
Acton.

As well, several Acton
Sports groups are among the
28 charities and groups that
depend on the bingo as a ma-
jor fundraiser that now need
new ways to raise money,
like the Acton Aqua Ducks
that held a bingo on Sunday

on the bingo to help pay for
their programs and for the
“regulars” who like the fa-
cility’s “small and friendly”
atmosphere.

In a letter to Halton Hills
Council last week, Acton’s
Arnie De Vaan, the parent of
an Acton Aqua Duck Swim
Club member, said the Ducks
looked into taking over the
bingo, but it was not feasible.
partly due to the financial
risks attached to gambling
regulations,

De Vaan argued the Town
should not make things worse
for groups like Acton Minor

because of the loss of bingo
money and possible fee in-
crease.

The Acton Soccer Club
receives approximately
$18,000 a year from Bingo
Country in exchange for
several volunteers working
at two bingos a month.

Soccer Club President lan
Watson said there would not
be an increase in the $100
registration fee for the 2006
season because of the loss of
the bingo money.

“Over the years that we’ve
been able to gather up funds
from the charity bingo, we’ve

receive in exchange for
working at Bingo Country
equals approximately $30
per player and while there
would not be increased fees
this year, next year will be a
different story because they
are not going to look for
new ways to fund raise from
already scarce volunteers.
“We can only find vol-
unteers for actual soccer
activities like coaches and
so rather than put extra work
on the volunteers who make
the soccer season happen,
what we would do is simply
pass the extra requirements
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Moving?

david burland
Sales Representative

905-877-5165
davidburland.com
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