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THE NEW TANNER

Halton’s poor struggle to find

affordable shelter - FCM Report

Most people in Halton
Region enjoy a high standard
of living, according to a
quality of life report released
recently by the Federation
of Canadian Municipalities
(FCM), but there is still
lots of work to be done to
improve the quality of life
for those with household
incomes insufficient to cover
food and shelter costs.

Rising shelter costs across
Canada especially are mak-
ing some of Canada’s large
urban areas too expensive
for those on low incomes,
the report finds.

[Low vacancy rates, rents
with dramatic increases and
long waiting lists for social
housing are the result of a
50 percent drop in rental
housing construction in the
decade between 1991 and
2001, the FCM report main-
tains. The gap between rents
and incomes widened to the
point where rents generally
are unaffordable for those
low incomes.

The report covered 20 mu-
nicipalities across Canada.

In Halton, over the last ten
years, more people with low
incomes, such as sole sup-
port parents, youth, seniors
and the working poor, are
spending over 30 per cent
of their income on shelter,
leaving insufficient funds for
other necessities.

“Halton remains a great
place to live and work for
most people,” said Regional
Chairman Joyce Savoline.
“However, Halton faces the
same challenges as other Ca-
nadian municipalities when
it comes to lack of affordable
housing and homelessness. It
is time for action — all levels
of government need to work
together to find solutions to
this housing crisis, and we
need to start now.”

Poverty is an issue affect-
ing many communities as
the gap between rich and
poor widens. Halton, which
enjoys one of the highest
median family incomes in
Canada, is not spared. In
fact, someone who 1s poor
by Canadian standards 1s
relatively much further be-

Decorated Yule trees
sign of vanity - Jeremiah

To whom it might con-
cern.
Re: the article on Christ-

mas trees in The New Tanner
of Dec. 23, 2004

“For the customs of the
peoples are futile (vanity).
For one cuts a tree from the
forest. The work of the hands
of the workman, with the ax.
They decorate it with silver
and gold; they fasten it with
nails and hammers so that it
will not topple.” Jeremiah
10:3-4.

W. Fountain,
R.R.1, Acton.
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the influence of alcohol.

It's a fact that many fire deaths are caused by
people attempting to cook or smoke while under |
There's more to responsible drinkin SN |
than taking a cab. Don't put yourseif—
or your family— at risk o fire.
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low the overall community
standard in Halton, the report
suggests.

A separate report released
by FCM last week, “Mov-
ing Forward: Refining the
FCM Recommendations
for a National Affordable
Housing Strategy,” calls for
a national housing strategy.
The shortage of affordable
housing can be attributed to
the lack of new construction,
slowness in mobilizing funds
from the Federal-Provincial/
Territorial Affordable Hous-
ing Program and a loss of
existing affordable housing,
it concludes.
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EX model shown'

« CD stereo = And much more
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WE’'RE CELEBRATING FIVE YEARS IN CANADA AND SIXTY YEARS WORLDWIDE.

“Municipal governments,
already struggling in the
face of shrinking resources
and growing responsibilities,
cannot respond to this grow-
ing need on their own,” says
Ann MacLean, president of
the Federation of Canadian
Municipalities. The purpose
of the reports is to provide
the objective data needed to
inform citizens and policy
makers in all orders of gov-
ernment of the true state of
those factors that contribute
to quality of life.

Both reports are available
on FCM’s website at www.
fem.ca.
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MSRP $29,845*

2004 SORENTO LX SUV - Award-Winning Strength

« 3.5 L V6 engine * 4WD - Front & side curtain airbags
« 4-wheel ABS - 16" alloy wheels * Fog lamps « A/C » Power
windows & locks « Remote keyless entry « Cruise control

LEASE PERMO. & %,
FROM 60 MOS.

$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT 3
OR 0% PUR CHASE FINANCING °

TOTAL CARE OWNERSHIP COVERAGE

5-YEAR/100.000 KM BUMPER TO BUMPER WARRANTY"
e — 5.YEAR/100,000 KM POWERTRAIN WARRANTY
Total {o 883 5vearn 00,000 KM EXTRA CARE ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

NEARS OF KIA
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BREAK TIME: Robert and Bradley Rowe of rural
Georgetown took a break during the free skating session
at Acton arena on Sunday. Dad Robert said they’d been to
Acton arena four times since Christmas, mainly because
Bradley, 4, likes the leisure pad. — Frances Niblock photo
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EX-V6 model shown! MSRP $22,250~ i

2004 MAGENTIS LX - Affordable Elegance

« 2.4 L DOHC engine * 4-speed Steptronic transmission

- Dual airbags * A/C = Power windows, locks & heated mirrors

+ Remote keyless entry with alarm « AM/FM/CD stereo

« Cruise control * And much more :
LEASE FROM

215

PER MO./60 MOS.
$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT

o

PURCHASE
FINANCING

MONTHS®

KIA

*Leasing plans OAC provided by Kia Canada Financial Services. Available on 2004 Sorento LX MT (SRS
or trade equivalent of $4 950/$2 995 First month's lease payment of $298/3215, plus $1.150/8995 delivery and desli
based on an MSRP of $29 845/522 250 is $22,890/$15,895 and the option to purchase at end of lease for $11.505.1

514)/2004 Magenlis LX (M57414) Based on a S0/60 month lease rate of 4 98%/0.76% and a down payment

nation, and a $350 acquisition fee, due upon delivery. Total lease obligation for the featured models
5/%6 069,70 plus applicable taxes. Lease has 20,000 km/year allowance {other packages available)

and $0.10/km for excess. **2004 Sorento LX MT MSRP from $29,845, 2004 Magentis LX MSRP from $22,250. Licence, registration, insurance, delivery and destination, and taxes are not included, unless otherwise

stated. Prices subject o change without notice. Dealer may seillease for leds.
$10,000 at 0.0% purchase financing equals $208.33 per month for 48 months, C.O

1

is 30 for a total obligation o

% purchase financing is available for a maximum of 48/72 months on selected 2004 vehicles. Purchase financing example
{ $10.000. Offer varies depending on vehicle model. Monthly payment and cost of borrowing will vary

depending on amount borrowed, the term and down paymentirade. Other lease and finance options available, Certain restrictions may apply. tFeatured modeis are not axactly as-illustrated, Images contain available

accessories. TTNHTSA (National Highway Traffic Safety Adminisiration) test
under normal use and maintenance conditions. fJFree Oil and Filler Changes for Lile offer

/Ask about—
§° - cewr

Geor

results. Visit www_nhtsa dot.govincap for full details. ¥Kia's “Bumper to Bumper” warranty covers most vehicle components against defects
refars to a maximurr of 3 engine oil, oil filter changes and related labour per 12 months of ownership. Apphes 1o original
purchaser only. Price. availability and specifications are subject to changes without notice. Information in this advartisement is believed to be accurate at the time of print. KIA is a trademark of Kia Motors Corporation

etown Kia

314 Guelph St, Georgetown On
. (905) 877-7818




