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POLIO FIGHTER Actun S Amy Yateman dlspenses
a dose of oral polio vaccine to a child in the Indian
village of Ononau during her recent trip with Ro-
tary Club of Acton members on a humanitarian
mission. - Submitted photo
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BLARNEY & BALLOONS: There was no hiding the
Irish ancestry of Sobeys franchisee Bill Graham as
he and partner Elizabeth Green celebrated St.
Patrick’s Day early on Friday with Irish food and
song at their Acton store. - Frances Niblock photo
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Rotarlans take vaccine to children

Continued on page 8

[ felt that way - we were sign-
ing autographs and the children
were just like - you know their
eyes got huge when they saw
us and they wanted to be with
us and walk with us,” Yateman
said.

Despite precautions, Yateman
became ill at the end of the trip,
and 1t took a while to recover
once she came home. But, that
didn’t deter Yateman; she is al-
ready planning to make a Rotary
PolioPlus trip to Africa next
year.

Rotarian Emrys Jenkins,
who introduced Yateman to the
PolioPlus project, said the trip
gave him a “huge sense of sat-
isfaction.”

Jenkins said they saw primi-
tive poverty, horrendous traffic
with non-stop noise, but also
sumptuous hotels at cheap
rates. He said along with ad-
ministering the vaccine, their
work promoting the PolioPlus
program with press releases
and meetings with health offi-
cials and villagers was just as
important.

Jenkins said the Rotary
Club’s sponsorship of the pro-
gram was demonstrated in one
village where a doctor took
them to a house where the par-
ents had repeatedly refused to
have their children immunized,
until Rotary officials, including
hlmself showed up at the dﬂﬂl‘

“As the gossip got around
the village that there were
Rotarians there who had actu-
ally purchased the serum and
wete there to endorse the pro-
gram, people brought their
children out,” Jenkins said on
Sunday, adding, “we made a
difference.”

That sentiment was echoed
by Rotarian and Acton busi-
nessman Rob Charette, the
Acton Club’s international di-
rector, who said he got a lot
more out of the trip than he
gave.

“It was an amazing educa-
tion,” Charette said on
Monday.

“It was cultural, 1t was geo-
graphic, it was historical and 1t
was emotional,” he said.

Charette said he was amazed
that 1n a country seven times
smaller than Canada, with 1.2-
billion people, it was not “solid

were no children of that age.,
invited them to dinner.

“There wasn’t enough food
on that plate to feed one per-
son, never mind six, but yet
they were still willing to share
that food because guests are
God,” Charette said, explain-
ing that people think that if
God sent a guest to their door,
they are living life right.

“I walked out of there in
tears.”

Charette said he’d participate
in another PolioPlus program

“in a heartbeat™ and 1s looking

into a trip to the Philippines.

The Indian trip was the first
time the Rotary Club of Acton
had sent members to participate
In an international program,
other than exchange students,
although the Acton club has
supported the PolioPlus pro-
gram with money for the past
10 years.
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e,” but they worked in lit-
lages with mud roofs and

ed huts out in the middle

of nowhere, surrounded by
beautiful farmland.

He said the highlight of the
trip for him came when he was
walking through the slums of
Lucknow with another worker,
knocking on doors looking for
children younger than five to

immunize against polio.

He said an elderly, poorly
dressed man came to the door
of a tiny hut, holding a plate of
food, and after saying there
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