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Acton students’ scores lower

than Region, Province...
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last year’s trial run, it’s below
the 82 per cent pass rates for
both the public and Catholic
school boards and the provin-
cial average of 75 per cent.

Twelve of the 128 Acton
Grade 10s failed both the read-
ing and writing component of
the test, 15 passed the reading
and failed the writing and
seven passed the writing but
failed the reading.

Experts caution against us-
ing the results to rank schools.
because they provide no infor-
mation about why the scores
are low or high and ignore

particular circumstances af-

fecting achievement 1n each
school.
At the Halton District

School Board where board-
wide test results are above the
provincial average, Barry
Finlay, the Halton program
services superintendent said
the results are a diagnostic
tool.

“We use them to determine
where we have to dedicate our
instruction in the future to
Improve in certain areas,’”
Finlay said on Monday, add-
ing there are some students
who will never pass the test

because oL its higher level of

expectatmn, part of the prov-
ince’s plan to set a higher

standard.

He said the Ministry of
Education was asked by a
consortium of about 25 boards
to put together a learning port-

Old Age Securlty
benefits increase

Canadians receiving Old Age Security (OAS) ben-
efits received an increase as of October 1, 2002.

The basic OAS pension, paid to people 65 years of
age and over, will be $449.32 per month. This is an
increase of 1.2% over the rate for the prevmus three

months.

The maximum Guaranteed Income Supplement:
(GIS) and Allowance payments, which are based on
the recipient’s family income during the previous year,

are also increasing by 1.2%.

Increases in OAS rates are based on changes in the
average Consumer Price Index (CPI). Since 1973, all
OAS benefits have been indexed quarterly (in Jan.,

April, July and Oct.).

Canada’s Old Age Security program provides most
seniors with a secure- base of retirement income. It
also provides additional benefits to eligible low-in-
come pensioners and their spouses or common- -law
partners in the form of the Guaranteed Income Sup-
plement (GIS) and the Aiic}waﬂce

We wish you a safe and happy
Thanksgiving weekend.

folio for students —aimed pri-
marily at those kids who
didn’t pass the test and may
g0 to the workplace, not uni-
versity.

“The Ministry 1s now look-
iIng at some other ways,
potentially of assessing kids
literacy levels,” Finlay said,
adding it’s not lowering the
bar, but changing the nature
of literacy requirements.

The learning portfolio is

being tested at Georgetown
High School where 72 per

~cent (224 of 311) students

passed both components of
the literacy tests and 14 per
cent failed both.

The Halton Catholic Dis-
trict School Board reports that
of the 1,486 Grade 10 stu-
dents, who completed the test,
82 per cent passed both com-
ponents.

At Bishop Reding High
School in Milton - until this
year the secondary school for
most Acton Catholic students
- 81 passed both the reading
and writing components, up

“from 78 per cent last year.

Catholic board superintend-
ent of education, Elaine Hine
said the board 1s commutted to
the continuous development
of literacy skalls.

“Our school results indi-
cate that our staff have
embraced the demands of the
new curriculum and deliv-
ered a more rigorous program
to our students,” Hine said in
a press release, adding the

- results will be used to provide

remedial help to those who
didn’t pass the test and to
develop further literacy train-
ing workshops.

We will be closing at 10 pm on Sunday and

reopen again on Tuesday morning at 8 am.
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Insurance? Think long term

Long-term care consists of
a wide range of services pro-
vided to people who have lost
the ability to care for them-
selves.

An accident, illness or sim-
ple frailty, a natural result of
aging, can cause this loss of
ability. The personal strug-
gles of public figures like
Christopher Reeves of
former Superman fame,
whose riding accident para-
lysed him for life and
Michael J Fox’s battle with
Parkinson’s disease, have
taught us that the need for
long-term care could happen
to anyone at anytime.

And while disability insur-
ance can help meet everyday
bills and cover basic needs
like food, clothing and shel-
ter, it will not cover the costs
of long-term care.

Long-tem care services
can be expensive and can
rapidly erode your hard-
earned assets. In addition,
there’s a tendency to under-
estimate the cost of
prolonged long-term care.

[f you’re not financially
prepared for a long-term care

need, your options are limited.

* Do-nothing: this rarely
works and in the end could
leave you or members of
your family scrambling for
assistance.

* Rely on family and/or
friends: unfortunately, family
members today are often lo-
cated too far away to help
provide care or are not in the
economic position to assist
with time or money.

* Deplete your savings: as
costs today continue to rise
to uncertain levels, this could
leave you unable to pay for
the care you need when you
need it.

* Rely on the government:

by essentially becoming a
“ward of the state” you lose
virtually all control over who
provides care and where that
care 18 received — assuming
you qualify for assistance.

So, what do you do? The
only other option: Transfer
the financial risk to someone
else.

Through proper financial
and risk management plan-
ning you can have the peace
of mind that comes from
knowing you’ll have access
to quality care without being
a burden to family and
friends. Now you can choose
to protect your last unpro-
tected risk.

David Burland
Sale Representative

(905) 877-5165
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What if an accideht illness or aging prevented

you from takmg care of ourself? Your parents?

Who would you turn to for help?
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Long term care insurance can provide you with the funds to choose the
care you want. Learn more by attending.

Jackie Vielma
Bus. (519) 853-8911
Cell (905) 691-8392

7:00 p.m.

No Photo
available

Denise Yates
Health Insurance Specialist
Bus. (416) 486-0045

jacqueline.vielma@clarica.com denise.yates@clarica.com

4 Rﬁbert Speck Parkway, Sum 1700 M1551ssauga, ON L4Z 151
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Representmg Clarlca Life IHSLII‘::IHLE Cmrr pany

Wednesday October 16, 2002

Acton Arena and Community Centre (Seniors Recreaction Centre)

CLARICA

A Sun Life Financial Company
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WWW. ctanca com
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Acton Market Place Plaza *
372 Queen St. E. ~ 853-1960
Open 24 Hrs. ~

7 Days (except Holidays)
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